Week of November 11, 2017
Match of the Week: Jinder Mahal vs. AJ Styles: WWE Championship Match - SmackDown Live, November 7
I thought it might be another few weeks, if not months, before we saw Jinder Mahal lose the WWE Championship, but we were treated to a special moment on Tuesday night when AJ Styles pinned The Modern Day Maharaja to kick off his second stint with the prestigious prize. As if that wasn't exciting enough, it was undoubtedly the best bout I've seen Mahal have since becoming champion back in May. That shouldn't be surprising considering Styles was his opponent, but nonetheless, it was a strong SmackDown main event with a conclusion not many people saw coming. 

Superstar of the Week: Pete Dunne
WWE United Kingdom Champion Pete Dunne was the last person I expected to interrupt Enzo Amore's rambling promo on Raw, but the crowd in England was certainly happy to see him. For those unfamiliar with The Bruiserweight, he beat fellow U.K. wrestler Tyler Bate for the belt at NXT TakeOver: Chicago, a match I still regard as the greatest of the year so far for WWE. He was able to knock off WWE Cruiserweight Champion Enzo Amore in his Raw debut, making a major first impression in the process. Here's hoping we'll be seeing more of him in the near future. 

Show of the Week: Monday Night Raw, November 6
This was a rare week in WWE where, despite there being so many monumental happenings, not one show stood out as special. Sure, each episode of Raw, SmackDown Live, 205 Live and NXT had their respective highlights (which I'll discuss in detail down below), but on the whole, they were average at best. Of them all, I'd say Raw did a better job than I thought it would of boosting my anticipation level for Survivor Series. Between Pete Dunne's debut and the Raw Tag Team Championship changing hands, it was a newsworthy night, along with Finn Balor and Samoa Joe clashing in an excellent match. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· The Shield vs. Sheamus and Cesaro: These two teams have had a stellar series of matches since their initial encounter at SummerSlam, and sure enough, they delivered another excellent outing for the Raw Tag Team Championship on Monday's Raw. As always, the in-ring action was exciting and hard-hitting up until The New Day made their presence felt from the crowd. That felt like it dragged on forever, but it was successful in getting the belts off Shield without doing damage to them. I know some fans were upset by the title change, but it sets up what could be an incredible match with The New Day at Survivor Series.
· Finn Balor vs. Samoa Joe: I haven't been the biggest fan of how WWE has handled Balor lately, but at least he made it one week without getting attacked by Kane. In all seriousness, this was a very entertaining match from Balor and Joe. Their feud in NXT was among my favorites, so it was cool to see them rekindle that rivalry on the main roster. This was also a rare instance where I was totally fine with the lengthy matchup ending in a double count-out. Neither man should have taken the loss, and now they're both on Team Raw.
· Sami Zayn vs. Kofi Kingston: I enjoyed the banter between Zayn, Kevin Owens, The New Day and Shane McMahon to start SmackDown Live this week, and the subsequent match with Zayn and Kingston was fun. They worked well together and made the most of the time allotted to them. I wish Zayn would win more matches, but as a heel, it doesn't matter as much. Although Zayn and Owens aren't currently slated to compete at Survivor Series, I figure they'll get involved in the big Raw vs. SmackDown elimination match and cost the blue brand the victory.
· Cedric Alexander and Mark Andrews vs. James Drake and Joseph Conners: On an edition of 205 Live filled with U.K. talent, this was the match that stood out to me the most. Alexander and Andrews made for an excellent pairing, and although the crowd was quiet for the contest, I enjoyed their high-flying offense. Andrews left a lasting impression on me during the WWE United Kingdom Championship Tournament earlier this year and he'd be a perfect fit for 205 Live.
· Roderick Strong vs. Adam Cole: I have no doubt that Strong and Cole could contest a barn-burner of a bout, but for a television main event, this was entertaining and both men had strong showings. The non-finishes are becoming a bit too predictable and commonplace on NXT TV, but I understand that people need to be protected heading into the WarGames match at TakeOver. That should be great, but I'm looking forward to Cole getting focus after the event because his NXT run up to this point hasn't reached the level I had hoped. That isn't to say I'm disappointed, but he has been lost in the shuffle a bit during this loaded program with the two other factions. He has the tools necessary to be a star.
This Week's Low Points
· Jason Jordan vs. Elias: The first two matches Jordan and Elias had were mediocre at best, and their recent Guitar-on-a-Pole matchup was unfortunately the worst yet. I give them credit for trying to make it work to the best of their ability, but it was tough to watch them vie for the guitar and then attempt to use it on each other. It didn't help that the crowd booed the babyface, who was later named the fifth and final member of Team Raw at Survivor Series. I'm only in favor of that if it leads to him turning on his team. Otherwise, he feels super out of place among the elite athletes on that squad and he'll be eliminated quickly.
· Randy Orton vs. Rusev: Rusev was originally scheduled to face AJ Styles on SmackDown Live this week for a chance to join Team SmackDown at Survivor Series, but of course, that was changed late last week. WWE should have just given him the spot at that point, but instead, they placed him in a match with Orton that he lost in a matter of minutes. The matchup wasn't even that all that good for as long as it lasted, and no more than 24 hours later was John Cena announced as the last member of the team. Rusev Day deserves better.
· Becky Lynch vs. James Ellsworth: I'm somewhat surprised this match didn't happen sooner than it did considering Lynch and Ellsworth had been feuding over social media for many months. Plus, it was Ellsworth who cost her the Money in the Bank briefcase a few times over the summer. Not only was the timing of this bout strange, it wasn't worth the time dedicated to it. Nothing about the bout was entertaining in the slightest and the crowd sat on their hands for it. On the bright side, Carmella might finally be done with Ellsworth, but time will tell whether that is the case.
· The Usos vs. Chad Gable and Shelton Benjamin: On paper, I was excited for this match because it had the potential to be exceptional. Sadly, it was only a few minutes long and ended in anticlimactic fashion. It wasn't a terrible match by any means, but rather, it wasn't what it could have been. I'd like to think they were simply holding back because they'll have a rematch at the December pay-per-view, which is better than the rumored injury to one of The Usos. That would be a bummer.
· Enzo Amore vs. Tyler Bate: Other than his appearances in the WWE United Kingdom Championship Tournament and on NXT, Bate is an unknown to the WWE Universe and this was his introduction to them. An impressive outing would have gone a long way in his main roster debut, but instead, he was made out to look like a roster against an opponent that lacks credibility in Enzo. Mind you, Bate was a part of that phenomenal match with Pete Dunne earlier this year, so for him to go from that masterpiece to this throwaway bout was disappointing to say the least. I continue to not be invested whatsoever in Enzo's feud with Kalisto over the Cruiserweight title heading into Survivor Series.
