Week of November 12, 2016
Match of the Week: Becky Lynch vs. Alexa Bliss: SmackDown Women's Championship - SmackDown Live, November 8
Some people love the ongoing drama between AJ Styles, Dean Ambrose and James Ellsworth while others hate it. Furthermore, Dolph Ziggler and The Miz are still doing their thing over the Intercontinental Championship. All that said, no feud has captivated me more on SmackDown Live as of late than Becky Lynch vs. Alexa Bliss. They were originally set to clash over the SmackDown Women's Championship at No Mercy, but due to an unforeseen injury suffered by Lynch, it was delayed until the Nov. 8 SmackDown in Glasgow. Although the championship match didn't close out the show, it definitely deserved to. Bliss has improved immensely as both an in-ring competitor and as a performer in the few months she has been on the main roster. Lynch walked away from this match with her title intact, but don't think for a second that Bliss' title aspirations are over. 

Superstar of the Week: Shane McMahon
This was another one of those weeks where no one individual stood out above the rest, probably because both Raw and SmackDown Live were less-than-stellar this week. But there was someone that everyone was talking about in the remainder of the week: Shane McMahon. While he didn't win any notable matches or even impress me by something he did, he was by far the most popular star on SmackDown by the time the show ended on Tuesday night. That might not be the best message to send to the rest of the roster, but it is a fairly big deal that thanks to Daniel Bryan, Shane will be stepping back in the ring at Survivor Series to represent the blue brand in the huge Raw vs. SmackDown tag team elimination match. However, it is worth questioning what kind of shape he's in considering he hasn't competed since WrestleMania. 

Show of the Week: WWE NXT, November 9
I always look forward to when WWE goes overseas for its Raw and SmackDown shows. Sure, the shows are pre-taped, thus taking away that exciting live element of it, but the crowds are rowdy and passionate about the product. Somehow, WWE managed to kill the crowd's enthusiasm with whatever the hell they gave Glasgow on Monday night. The three hours tend to drag more often than not, but this week's episode was beyond dull. I appreciated the build for Survivor Series, but the bad outweighed the good unfortunately and the same can be said for SmackDown, which was only marginally better. NXT, on the other hand, featured a fun hour of wrestling this week with two good Dusty Rhodes Tag Team Classic semifinal matches, a short and sweet Ember Moon match, and a contract signing that couldn't have been handled better. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Kevin Owens vs. Seth Rollins vs. Chris Jericho vs. Roman Reigns vs. Braun Strowman: Thinking back on it in retrospect, I wish this would have been a Scramble match. How much fun would that have been for old times' stake? At any rate, this was far and away the best thing to come out of Raw this week aside from the Goldberg and Brock Lesnar video packages. The pace was consistent throughout and the outcome really wasn't all that predictable. Owens pinning Jericho (unintentionally, anyway) was an interesting touch. They were on the same side afterward, but I'm sure it was meant to plant the seeds for something between the two for the future.
· Sami Zayn vs. Rusev: It is pretty sad that this was the most meaningful match Zayn has had on Raw since the Brand Split returned a few months ago. He has been criminally underutilized for a while now, but this was a good way of getting him back to doing something of note. The match was solid and had the right person going over. Zayn vs. Dolph Ziggler for the Intercontinental Championship at Survivor Series should be a blast, but I fear for Rusev going forward. He was on a roll as United States champion, and now, nothing.
· Dean Ambrose, James Ellsworth and Kane vs. Bray Wyatt, Luke Harper and Randy Orton: Daniel Bryan announcing Shane McMahon as the fifth and final member of Team SmackDown at Survivor Series received more fanfare than this, but the match itself was still enjoyable while it lasted. Everyone played their roles well and I'm liking the Wyatt and Orton dynamic as partners more and more by the week, which probably means they'll be splitting up soon. The Ellsworth stuff is starting to grow tiresome with me, but I'm willing to hold out hope that it will have a worthy conclusion.
· Shinsuke Nakamura and Samoa Joe contract signing: Ever notice how there is rarely a bad contract signing in NXT? It's because they don't drag on forever and are instead kept short and sweet. I initially wasn't on board with doing the Nakamura vs. Joe rematch at TakeOver in Toronto, but they have hooked me with their last few encounters. You don't need me to tell you that Joe is killing it in this role while Nakamura continues to be.. well, Nakamura (a.k.a. awesome).
· DIY vs. The Authors of Pain: I have seen plenty of complaints from people that the match quality in the Dusty Rhodes Tag Team Classic this year hasn't been up to par, but what were they expecting? I couldn't tell you one great match from last year's installment (aside from Baron Corbin and Rhyno vs. American Alpha), yet this was a wonderful match and it was in the semifinals. It's apparent Authors of Pain need to be carried to a competent contest, and DIY were the perfect opponents for them. The Revival costing DIY the match was a logical way of setting up their NXT Tag Team Championship rematch while allowing Authors of Pain to advance.
This Week's Low Points
· The Golden Truth vs. The Shining Stars: SmackDown's tag team division often gets flack for featuring teams fans don't care too much about (The Vaudevillians, Breezango, The Ascension), but at least the blue brand had qualifying matches for Survivor Series. Raw barely has enough tandems to complete one team. Between The Golden Truth and The Shining Stars, it didn't matter to me who made Team Raw because they're both awful, so this match didn't do anything for me whatsoever. And apparently the Glasgow crowd was in the same boat because they sat on their hands for this. It would have been better relegated to WWE Superstars.
· The New Day vs. The Club: It's funny. We've seen this match more times than I can count in the past several months, and The Club win almost every time the titles aren't on the line. Yet when they get their shot at the straps, they come up short. Essentially, that sends the message to viewers that they are glorified losers, which they are not, so it's a shame they're being booked that way. While this wasn't a terrible match, the outcome was worthless because you know The New Day are holding on to the belts until they break the record.
· Naomi vs. Natalya: I was genuinely looking forward to this match because it had the potential to be well-wrestled. I've seen them do battle before and their matches can be good with an appropriate amount of time. Sadly, the focus was on anything but the match here. Nikki Bella was on commentary, and then Carmella came out to confront Nikki. And then Natalya got in between them with her damn whistle. Basically, the bout was an afterthought, and Naomi's win meant nothing. I'm looking forward to the women's elimination match more than the tag team one, but it has been oddly built up thus far.
· The Vaudevillians vs. Breezango: Every other team on SmackDown already either qualified or lost a qualifying match, so I wasn't surprised this match was contested between two heels tandems. However, that didn't mean the crowd was going to invest in whoever won. I'm glad Breezango beat The Vaudevillians simply because their backstage segments in recent weeks on YouTube have been hilarious, but I wish that type of stuff would make television.
· Curt Hawkins vs. Apollo Crews: Let's recap here. After months and months of hyping up his "grand" SmackDown Live debut, Hawkins lost in his first match back last week to Dolph Ziggler in under ten seconds. Fine, whatever. They established him as an enhancement talent right out of the gate, so why did he beat Crews in his second match? It did more to devalue Crews than it did to elevate Hawkins. If it was designed to trigger a feud between them, it screams undercard fodder. Hawkins is a talented athlete, but they have to switch up the gimmick before he can go anywhere. As for Crews, I'm not even sure what to say about him anymore.
