Week of November 14, 2015
Match of the Week: Cesaro vs. Sheamus - Raw, November 9
I think it's safe to say that next to no one wants to see Sheamus as WWE World Heavyweight Champion. Some have even (logically) questioned why he's even in the tournament for the vacant WWE World Heavyweight Championship to begin with given that he's Mr. Money in the Bank, but we can rest easy until Survivor Series knowing he hasn't advanced. In all seriousness, the match he and Cesaro had on Raw in England was nothing short of stellar. Say what you will about The Celtic Warrior being boring, but between the ropes, he's a force to be reckoned with and is capable of contesting great matches with the right opponents, specifically Cesaro. It's amazing how many matches they've had together over the years yet their incredible chemistry never seems to get old. This was yet another example of why Cesaro deserves to be spotlighted more on WWE TV. Yes, he advanced to the next round in the tourney, but it's all but confirmed he'll be losing to Roman Reigns. That said, that match should be an instant classic as well. 

Superstar of the Week: The Undertaker
I had a feeling that we wouldn't be seeing The Undertaker after Hell in a Cell until WrestleMania 32, but it's been great to see him back in the WWE fold in time for his 25th anniversary at Survivor Series next Sunday. His return on Monday's Raw was a pleasant surprise and it must have been a treat for the England crowd to see The Phenom live since he wasn't announced in advance. I don't know if I would have had him and Kane wipe out the entire Wyatt Family, but that's a rant for another day. Not only that, but Undertaker had a major presence on SmackDown for the first time in over two years by accepting Bray Wyatt's challenge to a tag team match at Survivor Series. He also laid out King Barrett in a non-televised segment on the show, so the momentum is definitely in The Deadman's favor come next Sunday. 

Show of the Week: Monday Night Raw, November 9
It's amazing how quickly the quality of Raw changed in only a matter of weeks. The two editions of Raw following Hell in a Cell were excellent and had me looking forward to Survivor Series, but of course, Seth Rollins got injured late last week and caused Creative to throw all their immediate plans in the trash. A tournament was made on the fly to crown a new WWE World Heavyweight Champion at the pay-per-view, and as a result, it was highly questionable whether the strong streak of entertaining episodes would continue or if it was back to square one. Thankfully, the tournament has injected a sense of unpredictability into the product and has made matches more meaningful, as seen Monday when we were treated to five Round 1 matches. Granted, some were better than others (I could have done without seeing Roman Reigns vs. Big Show for the millionth time), but on the whole, it was an enjoyable three hours. Throw in the exciting conclusion that saw The Brothers of Destruction return and you have a pretty solid show. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Triple H promo: It isn't often that I offer praise to a Triple H promo, but that's not to say he isn't a talented mic worker. In fact, I'd say he's up there with the best of all-time, but his shades-of-gray character in The Authority hasn't done him any favors these past two years. When he's motivated, however, he can cut a hell of a promo and that was the case at the start of this week's Raw. His attempt to lure Roman Reigns over to The Authority was excellent and effectively planted the seeds for a future turn for Reigns if that's the route they end up going (and I surely hope it is). It also helped explain why Reigns was in the tournament despite being No. 1 contender recently.
· Dean Ambrose vs. Tyler Breeze: No, I wasn't thrilled with Breeze losing his debut match, either, but putting that aside for a second, this was a very good match. If Breeze was going to get beat, it needed to be done in a way that didn't make him look weak. In addition to going the distance with Ambrose, he scored an ample amount of offense and was defeated by way of a roll-up, so I can't say Breeze's debut was a total flop. Plus, his opponent was Ambrose of all people. He isn't a former world champion, but he is among WWE's top stars.
· Ryback vs. Kalisto: Well, I think it's safe to say that not many people saw this one coming. Kalisto (along with Titus O'Neil and Tyler Breeze) being included in the tournament made next to no sense considering he hasn't done anything to deserve it, but the match itself was fun and something different, which I appreciated. Kalisto has the potential to be a major breakout singles star and this could be a great starting point if he's booked properly going forward. A United States Championship program with Alberto Del Rio at some point soon (possibly after a strong showing in the quarterfinals?) would be ideal.
· Neville vs. King Barrett: While it's a match we've seen countless times before, it was surprisingly pleasant given how little momentum both guys have at the moment. They work well together and with time, they've proven they can contest a compelling match if fans are given an incentive to care. Obviously, the match being taped in England (where Barrett and Neville call home) helped it in a big way.
· The Vaudevillians vs. Dash and Dawson: I've never been a huge fan of The Vaudevillians, but they began to grow on me when they captured the NXT Tag Team Championship at NXT TakeOver: Brooklyn in August. How did NXT decide to follow the hot title change up? By hardly featuring them on TV at all! I swear, they've made all of two or three appearances in the last three months, so needless to say, I welcomed Dash and Dawson capturing the straps on this week's episode. The match was decent while it lasted, but the title win eclipsed everything else. I'm shocked Enzo and Amore weren't next in line for a run with the belts, but at this point, I'd transition them to Chad Gable and Jason Jordan sooner rather than later.
This Week's Low Points
· Roman Reigns vs. Big Show: First and foremost, my apologies to those in Europe who had to endure Big Show who filled in for the injured Seth Rollins on the tour. Due to that, I had a feeling that he'd be back on Raw this week and likely involved in the tournament, but putting him against Reigns in a Round 1 match was the ultimate kiss of death. Seriously, who the hell thought that was a good idea? On the bright side, we got it over with early in the tourney, but it died a death in front of the England crowd that wasn't having any of it. They crapped on the contest the entire time and I didn't blame them at all for it. It simply wasn't necessary to rekindle this rivalry.
· Kevin Owens vs. Titus O'Neil: This goes back to what I wrote in the "Highlights" column about Kalisto, O'Neil and Tyler Breeze not deserving their spots in the tournament. Two of them were glorified losers and the other had yet to make his debut! In Kalisto's defense, he won his match, but O'Neil came off like a complete chump here. Owens disposed of him within mere minutes and he wasn't even given the chance to say why he wants to go after the WWE title. If nothing else, Owens' pre-match promo was absolute gold.
· Natalya vs. Naomi: It's great that more stories are starting to develop in the Divas division outside of the Divas Championship picture, but the matches between Natalya and Team B.A.D. so far have been disappointing to say the least. You know damn well that Natalya and Naomi are capable of contesting an above-average match with the right amount of time, but when their match is rushed, it's hardly memorable. I'm just hoping they don't make the same mistake with Sasha Banks and those two will be able to rip it up on Raw without having to worry about hitting all their signature spots in three minutes.
· Alberto Del Rio vs. Stardust: Stardust was another Superstar who had no business being a part of the tournament, but I would have been fine with it had the match been passable. They didn't produce the style of match I thought they would, likely because both guys being heels meant the crowd wasn't going to care. They sat on their hands throughout the bout, making this the worst tourney match so far.
· Nia Jax: I will say that Jax has already improved since her debut match for NXT last month, but that doesn't automatically mean she's off the hook. Her in-ring abilities are okay, but there's still a disconnect between her and the fans and I imagine it's because we know nothing about her other than she's The Rock's cousin. Her awful entrance music doesn't help, but she comes out looking like a babyface yet she shows heel tendencies during her matches, so I don't know how to react to her. All I know is that pairing her with Eva Marie would be a step in the wrong direction. Putting two equally atrocious wrestlers with each other will only equate to anarchy. Bayley will have her work cut out for her with these women.
