Week of November 14, 2020

Match of the Week:
Ricochet vs. Mustafa Ali (Monday Night Raw, November 9)
Overall, this week's Raw was as abysmal as it has been lately, but at least Ricochet and Mustafa Ali were able to have the best bout on the entire episode. Ricochet has been directionless for ages and Ali as the leader of RETRIBUTION hasn't exactly lit the world on fire so far, but I knew they could make magic in the ring together and that's exactly what they did on Monday night. Better yet, they were given plenty of time to work with and they made the minutes matter, which is more than I can say about a majority of the show nowadays. Ali winning was the right result in order to get his heel turn on the right track, but something tells me this rivalry isn't over just yet. 

Superstar of the Week:
Riddle
First and foremost, WWE forcing Riddle to drop Matt from his name was incredibly dumb and makes zero sense. Thankfully, it hasn't hindered him, as he now finds himself on Raw's men's Survivor Series following his win on Monday night. The Triple Threat itself wasn't that good, but it was an impressive victory over Elias and Jeff Hardy, nonetheless. Riddle followed that up by teaming with Keith Lee to defeat the duo of Sheamus and Braun Strowman later in the evening. I doubt he'll be the sole survivor on Sunday, but here's hoping this is a sign of things to come for him on Raw. 

Show of the Week:
WWE 205 Live, November 13
It isn't often that 205 Live is my "Show of the Week", but with this being the 205th episode, I figured it was not only fitting but also well-deserved because of how entertaining it was on the whole. That includes the video package that kicked off the night, which did an excellent job of commemorating the occasion. The sole match on the show was a Fatal 5-Way featuring five of the Cruiserweight's finest. It helped to have actual stakes with the winner earning a future shot at the NXT Cruiserweight Championship. It was all action, and although I didn't love the interference, it was exciting and enjoyable from start to finish. Curt Stallion vs. Santos Escobar has the potential to be terrific.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Drew McIntyre and The New Day vs. Randy Orton, The Miz and John Morrison: This was the only other highlight from Monday's Raw that I could think of outside of Mustafa Ali vs. Ricochet. It was a well-worked main event and I liked how Orton refused to tag in out of fear that Miz would cash in his Money in the Bank briefcase on him if he lost. This was a nice preview of next week's WWE Championship rematch between Orton and McIntyre. Personally, I'm pulling for a title change.
· Drew McIntyre vs. Jey Uso: If Riddle wasn't my "Superstar of the Week", the award easily would have gone to McIntyre. After winning on Raw, he popped up on SmackDown and went up against Jey Uso in an impromptu main event. They worked well together and Jey more than held his own, even though the outcome was never in question. McIntyre's interaction with Roman Reigns left me hoping they'll face off at Survivor Series.
· Rey Mysterio vs. Seth Rollins: To say this feud has overstayed its welcome would be an understatement, but I'm happy it was finally blown off on SmackDown in this No Holds Barred match. They worked well together and it told a great story. I didn't even mind all the interference that much as it made sense. Granted, the 619 at the end was botched, but Rey paying tribute to Eddie Guerrero with the frog splash on the 15-year anniversary of his passing was a terrific touch.
· Johnny Gargano vs. Leon Ruff: I fully figured Gargano would handpick a joke opponent with it being his first defense of the NXT North American Championship, but what I didn't expect was for him to lose it so swiftly to Leon Ruff of all people. The match was whatever obviously and I don't know if it will prove to be the brightest move in retrospect, but if NXT can at least attempt to make a star out of Ruff, then it may end up being worth it.
· Oney Lorcan and Danny Burch vs. Breezango: I enjoyed their original encounter when Lorcan and Burch became NXT Tag Team Champions, but this was a vast improvement due to having a better dynamic with Lorcan and Burch as the definitive heels this time around. They worked with intensity and there were a few points where Breezango nearly had the match won. Pat McAfee's heel stable continues to be the best thing on NXT right now and this was the latest example of that.
· Santos Escobar vs. Jake Atlas: Both of these guys are extremely talented and thus it should not have come as any surprise that this was entertaining. Atlas put up a hell of a fight but wasn't able to pull out the victory and capture the NXT Cruiserweight Championship. My only issue with this was that Atlas did nothing to deserve a shot at the strap, especially after he was so quickly squashed by Escobar a few weeks ago on the Halloween Havoc special.
This Week's Low Points
· Asuka vs. Nia Jax: I had to hold back my laughter when Byron Saxton said on commentary that this was WrestleMania main event worthy. How the hell does WWE expect their fans to take the announcers seriously when they say stuff as stupid as that? At any rate, this was as abysmal as expected and served no purpose. To call Asuka an afterthought at the moment is not an exaggeration. She has been a total non-factor recently on Raw and it's been sad to see.
· Shayna Baszler vs. Lana: The second women's match on Monday's Raw was as inconsequential as the first. As I've said several times before, I don't understand the booking of Lana. WWE obviously is trying to make her likable as a babyface, but I don't think it's working when she's being put through a table week after week. I'm glad this was kept on the shorter side with Baszler squashing Lana, but there really wasn't any reason for it to happen in the first place.
· 24/7 Championship garbage: I am begging WWE to put the 24/7 Championship in the trash where it belongs and keep it there. Booking a seven-way match to end in a matter of seconds and then having all seven Superstars trade the title back and forth was total throwaway. I swear that everyone involved is now worse off because of it. To the company's credit, there was some clever stuff done with the belt early on, but it's a waste of television time at this point.
· Liv Morgan vs. Tamina vs. Natalya vs. Chelsea Green: Green was rumored to be called up months ago, but it wasn't until Friday's SmackDown that the company finally decided to have her debut. Unfortunately for the former Laurel Van Ness, she injured her wrist within the first minute of this match. She's now sidelined for a bit, which is awful news. The rest of this Fatal 4-Way was nothing special. I assume Green was supposed to win before she got hurt.
· Otis vs. Dolph Ziggler: It's crazy how this went from being a match I was looking forward to going into WrestleMania 36 to now being complete filler on SmackDown. I feared Ziggler would avenge that loss to Otis here, but thankfully, that was not the case. I'm putting this in the "Low Points" section because I'm still skeptical of Otis partnering up with Chad Gable. It's not a bad use of either guy, but it makes me wonder why they bothered to break up Heavy Machinery to begin with.
· Sami Zayn vs. Apollo Crews: When Zayn said he found out about defending his Intercontinental Championship on SmackDown an hour beforehand, he wasn't lying. The show was reportedly rewritten earlier in the day and this was proof of that. If you're going to do it, at least have it be competitive given the level of talent involved. Zayn outsmarted Crews in two minutes and caused him to get counted out, making Crews look like a dumb babyface in the process.
