Week of November 16, 2019
Match of the Week: Mia Yim vs. Io Shirai: WarGames Advantage Ladder MAtch - NXT, November 13
Before this past week, I don't think we had ever gotten a one-on-one women's Ladder match on WWE/NXT TV. And boy, did they deliver. This was an all-out war where both Mia Yim and Io Shirai put their bodies on the line and had spectacular performances. It was the most physical and hard-hitting Ladder matchup I've seen in some time, making the WarGames advantage hanging in the balance feel that much more important. Despite help from Dakota Kai, Yim fell short due to interference from NXT UK Women's Champion Kay Lee Ray, who appears to be joining Team Baszler.
Superstar of the Week: Bayley
It took a while, but Bayley is finally finding her footing as a heel and it's been a blast to see. She's been a bit of an afterthought on the road to Survivor Series due to being overshadowed by Becky Lynch and Shayna Baszler, but that changed this week when she took matters into her own hands by invading Raw and laying out Baszler at ringside. She struck again on at the end of Wednesday's NXT by ambushing Baszler from behind. Although her match with Nikki Cross on SmackDown ended in a no contest, she's still riding a wave of momentum heading into Survivor Series.
Show of the Week: WWE NXT, November 13
I've talked a lot about NXT already and for good reason: it's easily WWE's most exciting brand right now. They're battling AEW for viewers every Wednesday night, and as a result, they're determined to put on the best show possible. Unfortunately, I don't get that same sense of urgency from Raw or SmackDown, which feel phoned in more often than not (especially this week). The latest episode of NXT had a lot to love including the aforementioned Ladder match main event, Lio Rush vs. Angel Garza for the NXT Cruiserweight Championship, and Keith Lee vs. Roderick Strong.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Seth Rollins, Kevin Owens and The Street Profits vs. Imperium: Raw largely bored me to tears this week, so I'm grasping at straws here, but I thought this was easily the highlight of the night. Rollins vs. WALTER never really had a chance to get going, but this was a fun eight-man tag team match. It was random, for sure, but the Manchester crowd was hot for the babyfaces and specifically Owens. I'm shocked fans are still strongly behind him, just because he's been booked into oblivion in recent months. Nonetheless, this was a good win and I didn't have a major issue with Imperium losing in their home country.
· Randy Orton, Ricochet and Humberto Carrillo vs. The O.C.: I enjoyed the other multi-man match more, but this was solid. It was less about the in-ring action and more about establishing that Orton and Ricochet are willing to work together for the sake of Team Raw at Survivor Series. Why that matters to them, I have no idea. More importantly, after weeks of getting beaten, Carrillo finally picked up his first win on Raw by pinning AJ Styles. It'll be interesting to see if he's given another shot at the United States Championship this week on Raw.
· The New Day vs. The Revival: This was another case of a quality albeit forgettable match being the best thing on SmackDown because everything else was so mundane. New Day vs. Revival work wonderfully together, but I'd rather see them be allowed to go all out on pay-per-view instead of wrestling television matches that don't reach their full potential. That said, you can never go wrong with an appearance from Undisputed Era, who made their presence felt by attacking both teams ahead of Survivor Series.
· Mustafa Ali and Shorty G vs. Dolph Ziggler and Robert Roode: Mustafa has been gifted his first name back, rejoice! That's enough of a reason for this to be included in the "Highlights" column, but I appreciated the match being as well-wrestled as it was. Then again, it would have been even better without the ridiculous Baron Corbin and Roman Reigns shenanigans at ringside (more on that later). Now if only Shorty G could get his previous name back as well...
· Lio Rush vs. Angel Garza: 205 Live was back to being filmed after SmackDown this week and my heart sank when I saw that. Last week's episode emanating from Full Sail University showed how much more entertaining of a program it can be in front of an audience that actually cares, with this NXT Cruiserweight Championship match between Rush and Garza being a prime example. It was an incredibly exciting opener on NXT and the crowd was hanging on every nearfall. The somewhat-disputed finish with Garza's foot being on the bottom rope briefly before the three count was made gives me hope that a rematch is in the works. TakeOver: WarGames III would make the most sense since the card needs a few more matches to be filled out.
· Keith Lee vs. Roderick Strong: We got a taste of this in that Triple Threat match also involving Dominick Dijakovic last month, and to no one's surprise, Lee and Strong had terrific chemistry together. This was a very fun match that gave Lee not only a momentum boost ahead of WarGames but also a big win over the NXT North American Champion.
This Week's Low Points
· The Kabuki Warriors vs. Becky Lynch and Charlotte Flair: From an in-ring standpoint, this was pretty good, but I hated the booking here. It was Flair and Natalya who beat Asuka and Kairi Sane the week before on Raw, so Lynch randomly taking Natalya's place in the WWE Women's Tag Team Championship match made absolutely no sense. Why not just wait until Natalya returned to do it? Shayna Baszler distracting Lynch was logical, but it made for a fluky finish. Lastly, I don't think it was necessary for this match to last nearly 20 minutes when Cedric Alexander vs. Andrade later on in the night didn't even get a quarter of that.
· Rusev, Lana and Bobby Lashley: Another week, another atrocious segment featuring these three. This time, Lana wasted television time talking about Rusev getting her pregnant two weeks before she had sex with Lashley. Of course, it was ultimately revealed she was lying, so nothing was accomplished. Instead, Rusev was made to look like a fool, again. As I've said before, I have no idea what WWE's endgame with this angle is and I honestly don't care. I just desperately want it to conclude as soon as possible so we can move on.
· The Singh Brothers vs. R-Truth: I think it's safe to say the 24/7 Championship has officially jumped the shark. I got a kick out of the stuff Truth and Drake Maverick were doing early on, but once that ran its course, I lost all interest in the pointless prop of a title. Truth holding it and doing his thing is fine, but The Singh Brothers are atrocious and make me want to change the channel every time I see them on Raw. The Handicap match they had on this week's on 205 Live was equally awful, but at least that had an ending.
· King Corbin's promo: Man, and I thought Corbin's promo last week was bad. I've defended the guy as one of WWE's best pure heels in recent memory, so I don't necessarily blame him, but the material he's being given to work with in this feud with Roman Reigns has been downright deplorable. I shook my head when I saw the dude with the dog costume come out on SmackDown. It didn't even lead to anything, either. I can't imagine what FOX executives were thinking while watching this.
· Daniel Bryan and Bray Wyatt: I was looking forward to this installment of Miz TV because of the dynamic and history Bryan and The Miz have had dating back to 2010. Sure enough, Bryan still hates Miz's guts, even though they're both babyface (or in Bryan's case, close to being a babyface). Wyatt then interrupted Bryan to make their match official for Survivor Series, but it was oddly met with little fanfare from the crowd. Their Universal Championship clash should feel a lot bigger than it currently does, and obviously, a two- or three-week build doesn't help. If anyone can get a great match out of Wyatt, it's Bryan, but we'll see how Wyatt portraying The Fiend affects their chemistry. On a side note, the new blue strap for the Universal title looks as ridiculous as the red.
· Xia Li vs. Aliyah: Rarely is there anything worth nitpicking from NXT, but simply for the sake of pointing out how not everything is perfect on the black-and-gold brand, Li vs. Aliyah from Wednesday was a bit rough. Both ladies are works in progress, but Aliyah has been around for over four years now. I doubt she'll ever be anything more than a stepping stone, but Li has potential.
