Week of November 17, 2018
Match of the Week: AJ Styles vs. Daniel Bryan: WWE Championship Match - SmackDown Live, November 13
Well, this was certainly unexpected. Mere days ahead of his advertised battle with Brock Lesnar at Survivor Series, AJ Styles agreed to put his WWE Championship on the line in the main event of Tuesday's SmackDown Live against familiar foe Daniel Bryan. The two previously clashed with the gold up for grabs last month, and although this wasn't quite as remarkable as that match, it was still an excellent encounter filled with exciting action and drama down the stretch. Not only did Bryan end Styles' record-setting reign as WWE Champion, he also turned heel in the process.
Superstar of the Week: Becky Lynch
It's hard to argue against Becky Lynch being the absolute hottest star in all of WWE right now (and no, I'm not talking about just in looks). She has been on the roll of her career since turning heel and winning the SmackDown Women's Championship soon after, but she took it to an entirely new level this past week when she led an invasion on Raw and wreaked havoc on everyone in her path. Ronda Rousey in particular took a ton of punishment at the hand of Lynch. Granted, their Survivor Series match has been called off, but it's only inevitable before they cross paths again.
Show of the Week: WWE SmackDown Live, November 13
Go-home shows aren't typically WWE's strong suit. That was evident with Monday's Raw, which was hardly worth watching outside of the show-closing invasion with the women of SmackDown Live. However, the company threw fans for a loop on Tuesday when they delivered an extremely newsworthy (and enjoyable) edition of SmackDown. In addition Daniel Bryan becoming WWE Champion again in the main event, Charlotte Flair was announced as Becky Lynch's replacement versus Ronda Rousey at Survivor Series while Jeff Hardy took Bryan's place on Team SmackDown.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Seth Rollins and Dean Ambrose: Once again, Rollins and Ambrose were among the best parts of Raw this week. Rollins was interviewed by Corey Graves in the middle of the ring and he drove home how this recent bad blood with Ambrose has thrown him off of his game. Surely that's a sign that Shinsuke Nakamura is beating him at Survivor Series. At any rate, I've been loving the dialogue between these two and Ambrose finally explaining his actions (or at least somewhat) was terrific. I'm looking forward to their eventual one-on-one encounter, which I assume is slated to take place at the TLC pay-per-view next month.
· Finn Balor vs. Dolph Ziggler: I think I would have been much more excited for this match a few years ago when Balor (and Ziggler, for that matter) meant a lot more than he does currently. Nevertheless, this was a quality contest that was a good followup to Drew McIntyre beating down Balor last week. They made the most of the time they had and Balor's victory earned him a spot on Raw's men's Survivor Series team. It's going to take a lot more to get Balor back on track after all the abuse he's taken lately, but this was a solid start.
· Rey Mysterio vs. The Miz: After replacing Daniel Bryan with Jeff Hardy on his SmackDown Live Survivor Series squad, Miz was adamant about bumping Mysterio as well, but Mysterio was able to maintain his spot on the team by beating Miz on SmackDown. While this match was far from must-see, I thoroughly enjoyed it for what it was, especially since these two work so well together. I'd be in full favor of them feuding sometime soon, but it looks like Mysterio will be line for a rivalry with Randy Orton coming out of Survivor Series based off what happened afterward.
· Cedric Alexander vs. Lio Rush: I've been highly anticipating Alexander vs. Rush since Rush's 205 Live debut and the bout did not disappoint. Rush has been killing it against every opponent he's been put up against and Alexander was no exception. Not only was the in-ring action entertaining, the storytelling was strong with Rush's confidence costing him in the end and Alexander going to great lengths to redeem himself.
· Kyle O'Reilly vs. Hanson: Both Undisputed Era and the team of Ricochet, Pete Dunne and War Raiders had to choose someone to represent them in a WarGames Advantage match this week on NXT with the winner giving their crew the upper hand in Saturday's WarGames main event at TakeOver: WarGames II. O'Reilly has had some excellent singles matches on NXT, whereas Hanson was an unproven commodity on his own up to this point (though anyone who followed his career on the independent scene or in Ring of Honor would know how skilled he is). This turned into a real solid matchup down the stretch and the shenanigans in the final few minutes with Undisputed Era and the other babyfaces didn't bother me one bit because it was all exciting.
This Week's Low Points
· Elias vs. Bobby Lashley: All things considered, Elias' babyface run is off to a strong start. Sure, his match with Jinder Mahal a few weeks ago didn't light the world on fire, but he fared well against Dolph Ziggler last week. Unfortunately, this outing between him and Lashley was a bit of a bummer. It didn't last long at all and what we got wasn't good. Most importantly, Elias losing was a head-scratching decision. I was happy he lost by count-out and therefore was protected in defeat, but Lashley joining Team Raw over Elias is a strange move considering the amount of momentum Elias has right now. I could see this being an eventual feud.
· Sasha Banks vs. Bayley: From an in-ring standpoint, this was a quality contest from Banks and Bayley, who I'm convinced are incapable of producing a bad bout. That said, it was a waste of time. The purpose of this match was to determine the final member of Raw's women's Survivor Series team, but the non-finish (thanks to interference from Nia Jax and Tamina) resulted in there being no winner and Alexa Bliss giving the spot to Ruby Riott instead. The fact Banks and Bayley aren't on the Survivor Series card is asinine.
· Raw tag team Battle Royal: Speaking of segments that did not need to happen, I could not have cared less about Raw's tag team division fighting in a Battle Royal to determine who will be the team captains for Team Raw at Survivor Series. What does that even mean, anyway? With AOP not involved, it really spoke volumes about the current state of that scene and how underwhelming it is at the moment. Roode and Gable were the only ones who made sense to win, but even they likely won't be around long-term. Braun Strowman virtually killing them all didn't help matters, either.
· The Riott Squad attack Natalya: As soon as Ruby Riott began to "apologize" for her actions last week on Raw, you immediately knew she was disingenuous. I realize that's what heels do, but it was so obvious that none of what she said intrigued me at all. Natalya emerging to defend herself only to get brutally beat down by The Riott Squad hardly elicited no reaction. This is a lame, lame feud that I want to see conclude as soon as possible.
· Ember Moon vs. Tamina: WWE's booking of Moon on the main roster this year has been baffling, to say the least. She started out hot with win after win after win before being taken off television for a brief period. She then got back on track, suffered her first loss to Sarah Logan of The Riott Squad, picked up steam once again with a string of victories, and now is losing every week. Worse yet, she's coming up short against the likes of Nia Jax and Tamina, and both ladies are significantly worse than her. Much like Banks and Bayley, it's criminal Moon won't be a part of Raw's women's Survivor Series team on Sunday. Here's hoping she can rebound sooner rather than later. As for the alliance of Jax and Tamina, the idea of them as tag team champions is incredibly scary.
