Week of November 18, 2017
Match of the Week: Cedric Alexander and Rich Swann vs. Gentleman Jack Gallagher and The Brian Kendrick: Tornado Tag Team Match - 205 Live, November 14
We're coming up on the one anniversary of 205 Live, and I can honestly tell you that there haven't been many matches in the show's history that I have selected as the "Match of the Week." Well, I decided to throw the program a bone this week by shining some light on the Tornado Tag Team match that kicked off Tuesday's episode pitting hometown hero Cedric Alexander and Rich Swann against Gentleman Jack Gallagher and The Brian Kendrick. Why it wasn't announced in advance, I have no idea, but it was extremely entertaining for the time it was allotted.
Superstar of the Week: The Shield
As cool as it was to have Kurt Angle return to the unexpectedly at TLC last month, I was a bit bummed we didn't get that full-on Shield reunion we had been waiting years for. It was a while before Roman Reigns was cleared to compete due to an illness, but he came back in full form on Monday's Raw to reunite with Dean Ambrose and Seth Rollins at long last. In addition to stepping up to Stephanie McMahon and challenging The New Day at Survivor Series, they knocked off The Miz, Sheamus and Cesaro in an exciting six-man tag team match.
Show of the Week: WWE SmackDown Live, November 14
Outside of Triple H's return and Paul Heyman's promo, there weren't many moments on Raw that did a ton to get me more excited for Survivor Series than I was before, whereas SmackDown Live the next night did a much better job of that. It was basically a complete show with two fun championship matches taking place (and one title changing hands), a strong segment to open the evening, and a Raw invasion that seemed to sell people on the pay-per-view. I didn't think it would be a must-see event when the card was announced a month ago, but WWE has since changed my mind.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Triple H returns: Outside of NXT and the Mae Young Classic, we haven't seen Triple H on WWE programming since WrestleMania 33, so him resurfacing on Raw this week was a pretty big deal. I actually like how he revealed he was replacing Jason Jordan on Team Raw and I didn't mind that he hit him with a Pedigree, either. The live crowd was obviously in full favor of the change. It doesn't speak to well to how WWE books younger talent, but Triple H is a major addition to what is already a stacked Survivor Series match. This was easily the biggest highlight of Raw this week and got me hyped for the Raw vs. SmackDown match.
· AJ Styles vs. Brock Lesnar hype: I really liked both segments that had to do with building up this bout for Survivor Series on Raw and SmackDown Live this week, so I decided to include them in one "Highlight." Obviously, this was a vast improvement over Lesnar vs. Jinder Mahal the moment it was announced, but the promos from Paul Heyman, Daniel Bryan and Styles managed to get me even more pumped up to see Styles and Lesnar clash. You had to know Bryan was saving that promo he cut for the match he wanted to have with Lesnar.
· Natalya vs. Charlotte Flair: It's odd that, in my opinion, these two had never really had that one memorable match on the main roster since their NXT TakeOver match in May 2014. That changed on SmackDown when they met for the SmackDown Women's Championship, and of course, the fact the show emanated from Charlotte's hometown helped as well. They told a solid story throughout and it was a cool moment when Charlotte captured the one championship that has alluded her before cutting a promo and embracing her father Ric in a hug on the stage.
· Raw invasion: It was only inevitable that Raw made their presence felt on SmackDown Live, and there was no better time to pull the trigger than on the go-home show for the pay-per-view. It's safe to assume WWE was waiting until Roman Reigns was back, and having The Shield there in full strengthened the attack. It didn't drag on too long, either, and the audience was hot for the entire angle. It did more to make me care about Raw vs. SmackDown than anything else.
· Ember Moon vs. Mercedes Martinez: Martinez was one the women I wasn't too familiar with going into the Mae Young Classic, but she impressed me with her performance. That said, I'm glad she'll seemingly be sticking around in NXT for the foreseeable (and admittedly I'm not positive whether she's officially been signed to a developmental deal or not). She had a very good match on this week's edition of NXT with Moon, who will be challenging for the vacant NXT Women's Championship at TakeOver: WarGames. I appreciated that it wasn't a straight-up squash match with Martinez looking credible in defeat and Moon building momentum ahead of her shot at the gold.
This Week's Low Points
· Braun Strowman vs. Kane: Why hold this match as the main event of the go-home show for Survivor Series? It had nothing to do with the event considering Kane currently isn't slated to appear (unless he interferes in the Raw vs. SmackDown match) and it simply ended the evening on an underwhelming note. There was no reason for the referee to not ring the bell considering the brawl they had wasn't that chaotic, though Strowman putting Kane through the ring canvas with his signature running powerslam was a cool visual. Here's hoping this feud doesn't drag on until the Royal Rumble in January.
· Jason Jordan vs. Bray Wyatt: I found it to be both hilarious and sad that Roman Reigns received so much fanfare for his return to Raw... while Wyatt was randomly announced as Jordan's opponent. It was almost as if he was never gone to begin with. As if that wasn't bad enough, he and Jordan had a very dull match that the live crowd sat on their hands for before Jordan rolled up Wyatt for the win in anticlimactic fashion. Yes, Wyatt injuring Jordan led to Triple H's return later in the night, but fans shouldn't have cheered that.
· Kalisto and Akira Tozawa vs. Enzo Amore and Drew Gulak: This was a fine way of furthering two feuds with one match, but it was undoubtedly the most forgettable match on Monday's Raw. I liked the pre-match mic work from Enzo and Gulak (they're a funny duo), but the match itself didn't make me want to see Kalisto vs. Enzo on Sunday. By the way, whatever happened to Akira Tozawa in Titus Worldwide? He seemed to be on a roll for a while when he was challenging for the WWE Cruiserweight Championship, but he has been a total afterthought since losing the belt back to Neville.
· Kalisto vs. Drew Gulak: Similar to the above "Low Point," I can't say this match moved the needle for me in getting me want to tune into the Survivor Series Kickoff show to see Enzo vs. Kalisto again (which wasn't all that good at TLC, anyway). These two had a minute-long match on Raw recently, so holding a lengthier rematch seemed silly to me. It boggled my mind that they would only advertise Kalisto's birthday celebration for 205 Live and not the awesome Tornado Tag Team match.
· Mustafa Ali vs. Ariya Daivari: This was another match from 205 Live that the fans in attendance couldn't have cared less about, and I don't blame them whatsoever. Nothing Daivari does intrigues me in the slightest, whether it's on the mic or in the ring. Even an exciting performer such as Ali can't get an above-average match out of him. It wasn't a terrible matchup by any means, but it felt like filler. I don't know if Full Sail University would have been any more awake for it, but since we're coming up on the one year anniversary of 205 Live, it's safe to say that the program has failed to meet the lofty expectations fans had set for it when it launched. Will it ever recover and become what we hoped it would be?
