Week of November 21, 2015
Match of the Week: Roman Reigns vs. Cesaro - Raw, November 16
For the second straight week, Cesaro finds himself involved in the Match of the Week, and yet he won't be wrestling at Survivor Series (as of now, anyway). What gives? He can always be counted on for an exceptional performance and his quarterfinals matchup in the WWE World Heavyweight Championship tournament this past week on Raw was no different. I think we all knew after both men advanced in the first week of the tourney that they could contest a classic against each other and they definitely did not disappoint. Reigns has been criticized in the past for his limited moveset, but on this night, he and Cesaro made magic. The back-and-forth action was exciting to watch and there never seemed to be a dull moment. Granted, the ending outcome was never in doubt, but there were several points down the stretch where the majority was convinced that Cesaro just might sneak out a victory. Although Reigns had his hand raised at the end of the contest, Cesaro was the competitor who had everyone talking afterward. Can a rematch please be imminent? 

Superstar of the Week: Cesaro
Normally, I give the Superstar of the Week award to those who had the best week based on wins, losses and momentum. But this is a rare instance where I'll be giving the award to a Superstar who had mixed results on Raw and SmackDown yet impressed me more than anyone else in the last seven days. Of course, I'm referring to none other than Cesaro, who had one of the best television matches of the year against Roman Reigns on Raw. Reigns absolutely deserves credit for holding his own, but he'll likely find himself in the main event of Survivor Series. What about Cesaro? He produces great matches each and every week and almost always finds himself on the losing end. WWE threw him a bone in the form of a quick win against The Miz on SmackDown, but he deserves so much better considering his tremendous talent. 

Show of the Week: Monday Night Raw, November 16
I've seen some criticism over the Survivor Series build, but in my opinion, WWE has handled it pretty damn well over the past month, even in light of Seth Rollins' unfortunate injury. Say what you will, but the quality of Raw from week to week has undoubtedly been better since Hell in a Cell. The tournament has forced WWE to focus on fresh faces such as Dean Ambrose, Kevin Owens and even Kalisto and the programming has benefited as a result. WWE produced another entertaining episode of Raw on Monday night with four good to great tournament matches and proper build for each match on the Survivor Series card. Mind you, the show was far from perfect given that the Divas Championship contract signing at the end drew ire from fans (and rightfully so), but I applaud WWE for attempting to switch up the format a bit. SmackDown was solid as well, though I can't say it did much to make me any more excited for the pay-per-view than I was before watching it. WWE must hit a home run on Sunday in order to enter WrestleMania season with a bang. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· The Brothers of Destruction and The Wyatt Family: The build for their match at Survivor Series hasn't blown me away, but I will say that it's been better than anything we saw on the road to WrestleMania earlier this year. Bray Wyatt was forced to hype up that match all by himself with The Undertaker off TV until The Show of Shows, but at least now we have more back-and-forth between them and it's been a treat. Undertaker appearing on Raw and SmackDown alone is awesome and has really made his upcoming 25th anniversary feel super special. If nothing else, WWE didn't make the mistake of having Undertaker and Kane demolish them this week.
· Kevin Owens vs. Neville: These two have had a handful of enjoyable matches over the last year, but this was the best bout they've contested to date. Both competitors put forth a strong effort and wrestled a fantastic match that told a stellar story of David vs. Goliath. I likely would have bought into the possibility of Neville winning had he not been booked like a loser recently, but he had a great showing here, nevertheless. Owens has been firing on all cylinders as of late and I'm interested in seeing how he fares at Survivor Series.
· Dean Ambrose vs. Dolph Ziggler: Needless to say, Roman Reigns and Cesaro stole the spotlight on Raw this week, but Ambrose and Ziggler deserve credit for delivering a quality match as well. To my knowledge, it's been over two years since we last saw these two go one-on-one, so it felt fresh and continued the strong streak of excellent tournament matches. Similar to Neville, Ziggler could have gone farther in the tournament had he not been booked so badly over the last year. It's hard to believe he was the sole survivor in the main event of the same pay-per-view just one year ago. For shame.
· Bayley vs. Alexa Bliss: While this wasn't the same style of match we've seen from Bayley, Sasha Banks and others at past specials, it was the perfect television match in that it was quite good and could have even taken place in London if they wanted. That said, NXT has different plans and I sure as hell hope those plans don't involve Eva Marie. Here's hoping they blow that bout off next week and move on to someone better.
· Jason Jordan and Chad Gable vs. The Ascension: On Raw, no one could have cared less about The Ascension went they went up against The Dudley Boyz. On NXT two days later, they were one of the most over acts on the entire show! Yes, almost everyone is beloved at Full Sail University, but they were beyond dead during their initial run there. Upon their return, they looked as energized as ever and it made the match that much more fun. And that's not even accounting for the awesomeness of Jordan and Gable, who are well on their way to cementing their spot atop NXT's tag team division. The show of respect afterward was also a great touch. I honestly wouldn't be against The Ascension returning to NXT full-time at this point.
This Week's Low Points
· Divas Championship contract singing: Before we even get into why the Reid Flair line was a bad idea, let's face it: everything else that came before it was no good. I appreciate the attempt by WWE to give the women the spotlight for once in the main event, but I almost feel as if they squandered the opportunity by not hitting a home run here. The mic work was lousy, the build behind this feud has been lackluster, and to top it all off, the cheap shot at the Flair family was completely uncalled for. No, it doesn't put heat on Paige; it puts heat on the company. WWE was successful in getting people talking, so kudos to them for that, but it was still pretty disgraceful.
· Alberto Del Rio vs. Kalisto: What a disappointment. This was another tournament match I was really looking forward to because it was something we had never seen before, but it ultimately fell well below my expectations. Perhaps they were simply having an off night and they could deliver a better match if given another chance, but there were one too many botches in this bout for it to be considered good. At the very least, Kalisto wasn't completely squashed by Del Rio like I thought he would be, but that would happen on SmackDown. Sigh.
· The Dudley Boyz vs. The Ascension: I'm a huge fan of The Dudley Boyz and am still reeling from their return (I know, I know, it's been three months but still), but this match was meaningless. It brought the crowd to life, which was good, but otherwise it was a waste of time. Why aren't they involved in anything of note at the moment? I have my fingers crossed they'll be involved in a program with The Wyatt Family coming out of Survivor Series or the WWE Tag Team Championship picture again. As for The Ascension, they're a lost cause on the main roster. As I said earlier, bring them back to NXT.
· 'Miz TV': Admittedly, I enjoyed this to an extent, specifically the mic work of Kevin Owens and surprisingly Roman Reigns, but when all was said and done, it failed in what it set out to do: build tension between the four competitors going into Sunday. Seeds should have been planted for a potential Reigns vs. Dean Ambrose face-off, but we wouldn't get that (just barely) until after the main event tag team match.
· Big E vs. Kalisto: As noted, I was happy with how Kalisto scored some offense against Alberto Del Rio in the quarterfinals tournament match on Raw, despite the fact the match wasn't what it could and should have been. However, they wasted any credibility Kalisto had left by having him get squashed by Big E within minutes on SmackDown. The contest didn't seemingly serve a purpose, either. They aren't even feuding, so what was the point? For all we know, it could have set up the rumored five-on-five elimination tag team match at the pay-per-view since Ryback made the save afterward, but as a standalone match, it left me scratching my head. Kalisto can be a real star for this company if they booked him properly.
