Week of November 21, 2020

Match of the Week:
Io Shirai vs. Rhea Ripley (WWE NXT, November 18)
I've been waiting for Io Shirai and Rhea Ripley to fight over the NXT Women's Championship and we finally got that rematch on Wednesday's NXT. Not only that, but it was also as outstanding as I assumed it would be. Both ladies are at the top of their game right now and thus this lived up to the hype in being magical. Most fans figured Shirai would retain the title, but that didn't take away from my enjoyment of the outing whatsoever. It built to a fantastic final stretch that saw Shirai put down the former champ for the three count. If this was indeed Ripley's swan song from the black-and-gold brand and is headed for Raw or SmackDown, it was a hell of a way for her to go out.
Superstar of the Week:
Drew McIntyre
When it was announced that Randy Orton would be defending the WWE Championship against Drew McIntyre this week on Raw, I lobbied for a title change. After all, there was no reason for Orton to win it in the first place, and McIntyre regaining it would make for a stronger Survivor Series main event. Sure enough, that was exactly what happened. The No Holds Barred bout they had on Monday night was excellent and a significant improvement over their Hell in a Cell clash last month. McIntyre getting the belt back was the right call, and his contact signing with Roman Reigns on SmackDown was stellar.
Show of the Week:
WWE NXT, November 18
All three of WWE's biggest shows were superb this week, but I have to give the nod once again to NXT. It was another above-average edition, if only for those last 30 minutes. As noted, the NXT Women's Championship was on another level, but it actually wasn't the main event. Rather, it was the return of NXT Champion Finn Balor that capped off the evening as well as a hot brawl between Pat McAfee's new heel stable and Undisputed Era. Elsewhere on the episode, the NXT North American Championship picture progressed, there was quality women's action, and Kushida kept rolling. The build to WarGames is officially underway.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· The New Day vs. The Hurt Business: The tag team divisions on both brands need help in the worst way, but this was a terrific tag title match that was given plenty of time. Hurt Business winning the belts before Survivor Series (a lot like Drew McIntyre later in the night) was a definite possibility, so that added to the suspense surrounding the outcome. I'm really hoping this feud continues in the remainder of the year and Hurt Business eventually take the titles.
· Bray Wyatt vs. The Miz: As tired as I am of Randy Orton vs. Drew McIntyre, the WWE Championship picture is a recurring highlight on Raw right now, if only for the involvement of Wyatt and Miz. I didn't expect to enjoy this outing as much as I did due to the heel vs. heel dynamic, but I liked how Wyatt got more aggressive as it went on. Miz being the only person to lose to the Firefly Fun House version of Wyatt twice is sad, but I can't say I'm surprised.
· Seth Rollins vs. Murphy: Although I prefer their original encounter from last month, this was still a strong match with the right result. The story with Rollins, Murphy and the Mysterio family ran its course long ago, but I'm happy it appears to finally be over with Murphy and the Mysterio family being on good terms now. The interference was logical and I'm happy Murphy finally got that win over Rollins. The key is how WWE will follow up on it from this point forward.
· Daniel Bryan vs. Jey Uso: Few in the game today are better are elevating talent than Bryan. He did the honors for Uso three weeks ago and hadn't been seen since. It was necessary for him to rebound here with a win and that's exactly what happened, but the fact Uso scored as much offense as he did was what I loved most about this. It looks like Bryan's headed for a feud with Roman Reigns over the Universal Championship and I'm excited for that.
· Drew McIntyre and Roman Reigns contract signing: With McIntyre regaining the WWE Championship on Monday's Raw, McIntyre vs. Reigns didn't have enough time to be built up properly ahead of Survivor Series. That said, this was a stellar segment that undoubtedly got me hyped for their upcoming clash. McIntyre's mic work was great, but Reigns was especially on fire and the fact he sat at the literal end of the table was a tremendous touch. They made magic here.
· Undisputed Era return: I might be mistaken, but I believe this marked the first time that we've seen all of Undisputed Era in the ring together since the summer. In other words, it's been so long that this felt like a special moment. If there was a full crowd there, they would have blown the roof off the place. The stage has been set for WarGames with Undisputed Era battling Pat McAfee's new stable and it's sure to be as spectacular as the other installments from recent years.
· Ember Moon and Toni Storm vs. Dakota Kai and Raquel Gonzalez: It's no secret how stacked NXT's women's division is these days and this match was proof of that. It was an enjoyable affair with everyone getting to showcase their skills and Gonzalez continuing to impress. Based on what went down post-match, it's safe to assume that Moon and Storm will be joining Team Shotzi inside WarGames. Could Io Shirai end up being the fourth and final member?
· NXT North American Championship picture: Although I liked Leon Ruff shockingly winning the North American title from Johnny Gargano last week, I still wasn't sure what to made of it and whether Ruff would be a short-term champion. I appreciated that he didn't come across like a total joke this week and instead escaped the ring intact after brawling with Gargano and Damian Priest. The stage has been set for a Triple Threat title match at TakeOver: WarGames IV.
This Week's Low Points
· Final build for Survivor Series: Although I enjoyed Raw and SmackDown on the whole this week, I can't say either show was overly successful in leaving me more excited for Survivor Series on Sunday than I was previously. I'm glad WWE made the change for the main event from Randy Orton vs. Roman Reigns to Drew McIntyre vs. Reigns, but the build for the rest of the card has left a lot to be desired. It's just difficult to get invested in the brand supremacy stuff.
· Asuka, Mandy Rose and Dana Brooke vs. Nia Jax, Shayna Baszler and Lana: Man, there was a lot wrong with this match. First and foremost, Asuka feels like a total afterthought at the moment as the Raw Women's champion. Additionally, Rose and Brooke are flat as a team, Jax and Baszler aren't interesting as WWE Women's Tag Team Champions, and Lana's recent babyface push hasn't worked out as well as the company thinks it has. This was a waste of time.
· RETRIBUTION vs. Riddle, Keith Lee, Sheamus and Braun Strowman: This was a well-wrestled match and I understand what purpose it was supposed to serve with Team Raw trying to get on the same page before Survivor Series, but RETRIBUTION is a dead act and giving them a win over four established members of the Raw roster won't change that. The group will need some significant tweaking in order for fans to take them seriously. Disbanding wouldn't a bad idea, either.
· Asuka and Sasha Banks: Yes, Asuka vs. Banks has been done to death this year, but I'm looking forward to their match at Survivor Series because of how well they work together. Unfortunately, their segment on SmackDown did nothing to heighten my anticipation for it. Banks' promo was good, but WWE needs to stop having Asuka cut rambling promos in Japanese. It's more annoying than intimidating and doesn't do her any favors.
· The New Day and The Street Profits vs. Sami Zayn, King Corbin, Dolph Ziggler and Robert Roode: I didn't have as much of an issue with the match itself as I did with the setup. It came across as lazy and a way to kill television time. There was also zero reason for New Day to want to defend their Raw Tag Team Championship against two SmackDown Superstars right before Survivor Series. On the bright side, it was fun seeing New Day and Street Profits team up for one night.
· Natalya vs. Tamina: After failing to qualify for SmackDown's women's Survivor Series three times before, it was pretty obvious Natalya was going to win here. I'm glad it didn't overstay its welcome, but what we got from them wasn't very good. Less of Tamina in the ring, the better. As for Natalya, she's a logical addition to the SmackDown squad, but she hasn't been a compelling character in ages and the fact she gets as much television time as she does baffles me.
· Otis joins SmackDown's men's Survivor Series team: Apparently WWE ran out of time to have Otis and Bayley qualify for their respective SmackDown teams at Survivor Series, so they were just given the spots outright by Adam Pearce this past Friday night. I can almost understand Bayley based on her recent accomplishments, but Otis already failed to qualify. Big E, Lars Sullivan or even Daniel Bryan would have been better suited for that spot instead.
· Dexter Lumis vs. Cameron Grimes: I've mostly enjoyed the Lumis vs. Grimes feud up to this point, but their Blindfold match on Wednesday's NXT was a misfire to me. It wasn't entertaining, the ref bump was dumb, they quickly took the blindfolds off anyway, and there wasn't even a decisive finish. Rather, it randomly ended. It's going to be hard for them to top the Haunted House of Terror matchup, but maybe a more straightforward stipulation (like Steel Cage) would do the trick.
