WEEK OF NOVEMBER 22, 2014
MATCH OF THE WEEK: DOLPH ZIGGLER VS. LUKE HARPER - RAW, NOVEMBER 17
Does it come as any surprise that Dolph Ziggler earns this award for the second consecutive week? Unlike last week, there weren't many matches in the last seven days that stood out as being great, even from NXT. That said, I had to go with the match that made the most impact in my eyes and that was undoubtedly the opener to Monday's Raw: Dolph Ziggler vs. Luke Harper for the Intercontinental Championship. Ziggler has had to defend his title against all comers as of late thanks to The Authority, but his biggest challenge (literally and figuratively) to date came in the form of Harper. One week removed from his return to WWE TV, Harper was granted his first ever singles title shot, and he surely made the most of it. Despite a pre-match attack from The Authority, Ziggler held his own against the former Wyatt Family member, but to no avail. With a vicious clothesline, Harper scored the win and the gold. 

SUPERSTAR OF THE WEEK: RUSEV
Who else in the history has been as dominant as Rusev in their first six months in WWE? He's laid waste to everyone who has step foot in his path of destruction since his debut in April, and his dominance has earned him a place on Team Authority at Survivor Series. This past week was no different. On Raw, he soundly defeated an all-American Heath Slater after his mouthpiece Lana asked the WWE Universe if they'd like to see her topless photos (she's an evil one). His win on SmackDown was a bit more impressive as it came over the now former Intercontinental champion Dolph Ziggler. Of course, this is all in addition to Rusev helping The Authority decimate Team Cena. 

SHOW OF THE WEEK: MONDAY NIGHT RAW, NOVEMBER 17
Needless to say, this past week in WWE was all about building toward Survivor Series on Sunday. Sure, it's a one match show, but WWE has done such an excellent job of making that match meaningful and unpredictable that it's hard not to get excited for it. The rest of the card has been filled out nicely as well, all of which receiving ample TV time this past week. No show was better than the other for the most part, but of Raw and SmackDown, I'd give the flagship show the slight edge. There was a story from start to finish about whether Team Cena would even make it to Sunday, building to a great conclusion to the show with Team Cena rallying together to brawl with The Authority. It wasn't the best three hours of TV, of course, but as noted, it was successful in getting my hopes up for the pending pay-per-view. If WWE can book Survivor Series properly, it could potentially be one of the better events in recent memory. 

OTHER NOTABLE HIGHLIGHTS AND LOW POINTS
THIS WEEK'S HIGHLIGHTS
· Team Cena vs. Team Authority contract signing: Okay, so a contract was never actually signed, but the segment itself was very strong. I could have done without John Cena cracking jokes (though I did get a kick out of Triple H acting like he was asleep), but the reveal of the remainder of Team Cena was well done and made for a cool moment. I was intrigued by the face-off between Triple H and Ryback. I would love for it to lead to a WrestleMania match, but only time will tell.
· Dean Ambrose and Bray Wyatt: Another great week for this feud. Is it just me or has it been getting better and better by the week? We all knew it had the potential to be awesome right from the get-go, but it lost its way for a while before bouncing back just recently. Their verbal exchanges on Raw and SmackDown were very enjoyable and now I hope their chemistry in the ring is as good as their chemistry on the mic. We'll see Sunday.
· Team Authority attack Team Cena: After getting beat down at the end of Raw, it was only logical for Team Authority to get their heat back on SmackDown by decimating Team Cena. Well, with the exception of John Cena. Where the hell was he? That aside, this was one of the more brutal beatdowns we've seen in recent memory and did a great job of establishing Team Authority as a force to be reckoned with come Survivor Series.
· Erick Rowan: Who would have ever thought that Rowan would go from stalking Renee Young to joining Team Cena? It was a pleasant surprise, I'll give WWE that much. It wasn't a bad choice at all, just a shocking one. If they do intend to go forward with Rowan as a face, here's hoping they evolve the character beyond just being mentally handicapped. He isn't the best worker in the world, but it's nice to see them doing something with Rowan coming out of The Wyatt Family.
· Adrian Neville and Sami Zayn: There wasn't much to watch for on this week's NXT, but the promo segment with Neville and Zayn was excellent. Both guys have improved leaps and bounds on the mic and their intense back-and-forth got me even more excited for their championship clash at the next live special, which I thought was impossible.
THIS WEEK'S LOW POINTS
· Tyson Kidd vs. Adam Rose: It wasn't the match quality that earned this match a spot in the "Low Points" column (even though it was the same exact match we saw last week), but rather what happened afterward. I've been content with the Rose stuff since it appears to be leading to a heel turn for him, but what was the point in establishing The Bunny as a homosexual? Unless The Bunny is revealed to be Darren Young, it was dumb and random. Please, please unmask The Bunny and end this stupid storyline.
· Los Matadores vs. The Miz and Damien Mizdow: The match was fine for what it was, but we've seen it a handful of times in recent weeks and it's never any different. Not only that, but the additional commentary from The Usos and Gold and Stardust was distracting and annoying. The commentary booth is already bad as it is with three people, let alone seven. If nothing else, at least the match effectively hyped the tag title match for Survivor Series.
· Paige vs. Alicia Fox: I was fine with their match in England last week because of Paige's ties to the area and her receiving a babyface reaction, but their subsequent matches this week didn't do much for me. The in-ring action was actually pretty decent, but there's nothing about Fox that makes me want to cheer her. She has yet to fully establish herself as a babyface, so it's not a surprise that crowds aren't getting behind her just yet (insert you own joke here).
· Cesaro: I got excited for a split second at the end of Raw this week when it appeared Cesaro would be joining Team Cena, only for him to align with The Authority instead. Damn you, WWE. That was a nice troll and all, but they followed that up with a squash loss to Erick Rowan on SmackDown. It's simply mind boggling to me how badly they've been utilizing Cesaro and his tremendous talent since WrestleMania. I really hope they turn him face sooner rather than later. He works well as a heel, but he's been directionless for too long.
· Tyson Kidd vs. CJ Parker: I've enjoyed anything Kidd has been involved in since his heel turn earlier this year, so this match wasn't a complete disaster. It wasn't even a bad match. It was just that they're both heels and the Full Sail University crowd had no one to cheer for. At the very least, it set up Kidd's post-match promo nicely.
