WEEK OF NOVEMBER 23, 2013
MATCH OF THE WEEK: 12-MAN TAG TEAM MATCH - RAW, NOVEMBER 18
Following the conclusion of last week's absolutely epic ending to Monday Night Raw, many fans hoped to see CM Punk, Daniel Bryan, The Usos, Cody Rhodes and Goldust team up against The Shield and The Wyatt Family for a six-on-six traditional elimination tag team match at Survivor Series. Although that match was never announced for the event, it was held on this week's episode of Raw instead. Not only did the match last nearly 25 minutes, but every competitor was able to shine at one point or another. Let us also not forget the teased tension between the two diabolical factions that might very well lead to a six-man tag match at WrestleMania 30, making this match all the more interesting. The flurry of finishers toward the end was a ton of fun and the faces going over made for a great moment. The surprising return of Rey Mysterio was the icing on the cake, as he saved Punk and Bryan from an attack from The Real Americans to close out the show on a high note. 

SUPERSTAR OF THE WEEK: REY MYSTERIO
It had been nearly nine months since we last saw Rey Mysterio on WWE television, but he made his highly anticipated comeback at the conclusion of this week's country themed episode of Raw. He was revealed as the fifth man of a team also featuring The Usos and the Rhodes brothers that will collide with The Shield and The Real Americans in a traditional five-on-five tag team elimination match at Survivor Series. He wasted no time in making a lasting impression, as he returned to the ring on SmackDown to defeat The Shield in six-man tag team action alongside The Usos. Having shown no signs of ring rust during his match on the Friday night show, the odds are certainly in the corner of The Master of the 619 come the annual event. 

SHOW OF THE WEEK: RAW COUNTRY, NOVEMBER 18
Going into this week's episode of Raw, I had set my standards fairly low. Given the fact that it was country themed, I had a bad feeling that the show would bomb and would be nothing more than an absolute disaster. Surprisingly enough, the show actually ended up being one of the more memorable and entertaining editions of Raw in quite some time. From Rey Mysterio's shocking return to Big E Langston capturing the Intercontinental Championship to The Miz turning heel, there were a handful of noteworthy moments coming out of the show. Sure, it had its respective low points in the form of musical chairs and other meaningless matches, but they weren't enough to bring my enjoyment level down one bit. Heck, even the live musical performance wasn't that bad. The ultimate goal of this show was to sell viewers on Survivor Series. While I think it didn't succeed in that aspect at all (that build for that event couldn't have been worse), at least the show itself was a joy to watch. 

OTHER NOTABLE HIGHLIGHTS AND LOW POINTS
THIS WEEK'S HIGHLIGHTS
· Big E Langston wins the Intercontinental Championship: I hoped to see this happen back at the Hell in a Cell pay-per-view last month, but the Nashville crowd popped huge for the title change on Monday's Raw. I, personally, enjoyed Curtis Axel's reign as champion. While it wasn't perfect (no pun intended), he had some successful title defenses, but it was most definitely time to take the title off of him and Langston was the right guy to do it.
· The Miz turns heel: I have been ranting and raving for a long time now about how turning Miz back heel would be a miz-take (see what I did there?), if only because he was stagnant in that role a year ago, but Miz was left with no other choice. WWE's Creative Team mishandled his face run big time and the only way to refresh his character was to have him revert back to his villainous ways. Here's hoping the turn helps him more than it hinders him.
· Xavier Woods debuts: It was a long time coming, but it was awesome to see Xavier Woods finally make his main roster debut. He was signed by WWE back in July 2010 and has been ready to be promoted for a while now. Throwing him in the tag team division is a great idea, especially since that it was he specialized in during his time in TNA. He has history with R-Truth as well, so I am very much looking forward to those teaming together going forward.
· Ryback vs. Big Show: I was hoping to see this match at WrestleMania 30, but I guess I can't blame WWE for holding it on Raw with Ryback's credibility being in the dump right now. The match was surprisingly solid and Ryback getting Show up for the Shell Shocked was a sight to see. I only wish Ryback was being booked better right now and not being underutilized as much as he is.
· Daniel Bryan vs. Luke Harper: Harper continued to show his tremendous talent as a singles competitor on SmackDown in his match against Bryan. He was protected in defeat via the roll-up loss and it also did a great deal in building toward the Survivor Series tag match.
· Rey Mysterio and The Usos vs. The Shield: All competitors had great chemistry together, which made for a very fun match. The pace was consistent throughout and Mysterio looked very good for his first match back. I anticipate the eventual match between Mysterio and Dean Ambrose for the United States Championship.
THIS WEEK'S LOW POINTS
· Randy Orton vs. Brad Maddox: What was the point of putting the Raw general manager in a match? He scored some offense over Orton, but heel vs. heel matches are rarely appealing. Having the power struggle drama kick off Raw this week made for a rather dull opener as well.
· AJ Lee vs. Vickie Guerrero: Take what I said about the Orton vs. Maddox match, apply it to this and times it by a thousand. Unlike Maddox, Vickie isn't a wrestler, so her "match" with AJ wasn't much of a match at all. What was even worse was Vickie mocking AJ's medical scare from the prior weekend. You know, because it's funny to make someone fainting from dehydration, right?
· Divas musical chairs: Who in the back honestly thought this was a good idea? Seriously, who? There were far better ways WWE could have set up the seven-on-seven Divas tag team match (which I am also not looking forward to) at Survivor Series. Thankfully, it was over relatively quickly, but it still boggles my mind that WWE was able to do so much wrong in such a short span of time.
· John Cena and Alberto Del Rio: As I have been saying in recent weeks, I couldn't care less for the feud between Cena and Del Rio. Cena faking his arm injury and luring Del Rio in for a sneak attack didn't do much for this viewer. Also, I don't think Del Rio's win over Santino Marella on Main Event or his promo on SmackDown did much to boost his momentum, either. Survivor Series can't come quicker just so this rivalry can come to an end.
· AJ Lee vs. The Funkadactlys: Putting a heel in a two-on-one handicap situation usually isn't a good idea. I made the exception with Randy Orton vs. the Rhodes brothers from last week merely because they had history together, but AJ has very little history with The Funkadactlys, so what was the point? The Total Divas team will more than likely win on Sunday anyway, so why couldn't AJ have picked up the quick win to get the upper hand going into the event?
· Survivor Series hype: As good as WWE's programming was this past week, there was no hope for the Survivor Series build. They have been hardly hyping it in recent weeks, so I didn't expect this week to be any different. It is a shame, too, since Survivor Series is supposed to be one of WWE's premiere pay-per-views. The sooner the road to WrestleMania is here, the better.
