Week in Review - November 24, 2012
Match of the Week: CM Punk vs. John Cena vs. Ryback - Survivor Series
There were plenty of marvelous matches this past week on WWE programming , but the main event of Survivor Series that saw CM Punk, John Cena and Ryback battle in a Triple Threat match over the WWE Championship was what really caught my attention the most. This was easily the best match of Ryback's career to date, as his impressive outing in his second-ever pay-per-view main event was against two multi-time World Champions. Cena and Punk did most of the in-ring work, which made for some suspenseful action down the stretch. Despite losing, Ryback looked strong in defeat after Dean Ambrose, Seth Rollins and Roman Reigns (otherwise known as the NXT Three) shocked the world by attacking Big Hungry in their WWE debut. From there, the Voice of the Voiceless would pick up the scraps and solidify his one year-long reign as the WWE Champion. 

Superstar of the Week: Dolph Ziggler
No one came close to matching the week Dolph Ziggler had, as he made a lasting an impression on each and every show he appeared on over the last six days. First, Ziggler was the sole survivor by lastly eliminating Randy Orton to lead his team to victory over Team Foley at Survivor Series. The next night on Raw, Ziggler verbally abused AJ (in what was one of the most intense promos of his career) before ambushing John Cena backstage and further aggravating his previously injured knee. On WWE Main Event, Ziggler cut an amazing promo against The Miz at the start of the show and went on to defeat the Awesome One in what was an extremely exciting contest, showing that he can indeed back up what he says. Lastly, Ziggler crossed paths with Orton once again on SmackDown in singles action. After a furious fight, Ziggler walked away with the victory with the use of cheap tactics. With all that being said, there's no doubting that he is in fact a future World Champion. 

Show of the Week: WWE Survivor Series - November 18, 2012
In a week filled with outstanding WWE programming, there's no question that this past Sunday's Survivor Series pay-per-view out-shined everything that proceeded it. The night's action was stupendously solid and each outcome was both logical and expected. Predictability isn't always a bad thing, but even the surprises such as Dolph Ziggler's shocker of a victory over Randy Orton in the second traditional five-on-five elimination tag team match ended up being for the best. The two World Championship matches delivered as well, as both bouts involved awesome action and controversial finishes that kept people excited and anticipating what lies ahead. The only show this week that came close to topping Survivor Series was WWE Main Event, which featured a fantastic first time ever encounter between The Miz and Dolph Ziggler and another nice match between Wade Barrett and Justin Gabriel. Friday Night SmackDown was pretty good for what it was worth, but Monday Night Raw most definitely dragged beyond belief. Aside from the ending segment (which was basically a repeat of the night prior), nothing on that show stood out all that much or made a lasting impact that had viewers looking forward to next week. 


Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
Dolph Ziggler eliminates Randy Orton: I didn't find the second traditional five-on-five elimination tag team match of the night to be as good as the first at Survivor Series, but the closing moments of the contest is what really stood out. Randy Orton and Dolph Ziggler were both the final members of their respective teams and were battling it out in a suspense series of maneuvers. Orton had Ziggler right where he wanted to and was about to put him away with the RKO, but rethought his strategy and went for the devastating punk kick instead. In doing so, Ziggler recuperated and nailed the Viper with a scintillating superkick straight to the jaw for the victory. Many people (myself included) have been complaining for months as to how Ziggler hasn't been booked correctly as Mr. Money in the Bank, but Sunday was certainly the turning point. I surely hope WWE capitalizes on this monumental moment and gives Ziggler the World Heavyweight Championship sooner rather than later.
· CM Punk's WWE Championship celebration: Upon winning the WWE Championship at last year's Survivor Series pay-per-view, did anyone honestly think that CM Punk would still be the reigning title holder one year later? I, for one, didn't and give Punk props for maintaing possession of the prestigious prize for this long. His celebration on this week's Monday Night Raw was extremely entertaining and was easily the saving grace of the show. Punk's imitations of various legends and saying he'll be holding the WWE title till July 25, 2018 was an absolute riot. I was a bit disappointed we didn't get a new championship belt, but there's always the the title's 50th anniversary next April.
· NXT Three: Although it draws similarities to Nexus (which I don't mind at all), the new angle involving Damien Ambrose, Seth Rollins and Roman Reigns is extremely intriguing. It was absolutely awesome to see these three talented rookies make their debut in the main event of one of WWE's biggest pay-per-views, so they undoubtedly made an impact in that aspect. I'm not exactly sure where they're going with their targeting of Ryback, but if it means aligning with WWE Champion CM Punk and Paul Heyman to form a super stable, then I'm all for it.
· Wade Barrett vs. Kofi Kingston: Another one of the few highlights of this past week's edition of Monday Night Raw was the match between Intercontinental Champion Kofi Kingston and Wade Barrett. As we've seen in the past, these two are capable of providing some solid matches and I'm highly anticipating their upcoming feud over the strap. It was furthered nicely over the course of the week at Survivor Series, Raw, and SmackDown, respectively. Granted, Barrett should be in the World title picture, but this is a nice consolation prize in the meantime.
· Randy Orton vs. Alberto Del Rio: Since the start of their feud in late September, Randy Orton and Alberto Del Rio have produced some entertaining matches each time they cross paths. This week's Raw was no different, as their Two-of-Three Falls match was very well wrestled and featured some smart booking. Sure, Del Rio was defeated by Orton yet again, but it was a good win for Orton after losing the night previous. As seen on SmackDown, this feud looks to be continuing going forward, and I have no complaints if they continue to deliver more of these excellent matches.
· The Miz and Dolph Ziggler promo: One of the highlights of The Miz's slow face turn this past week was his war of the words with Dolph Ziggler on WWE Main Event. We all know that Miz is a master of the mic, but Ziggler showcased some strong mic skills as well in this segment. It helped hype a one-on-one match between the two on next week's edition, something I'm eagerly anticipating.
· Miz TV featuring John Cena: Friday Night SmackDown kicked off on a high note as The Miz hosted yet another edition of Miz TV with special guest John Cena. Surprisingly enough, Cena was actually entertaining here and engaged in a strong verbal exchange with both Dolph Ziggler and Vickie Guerrero. As horrendous as the angle has been in recent weeks, this was a hopeful turning point that this viewer throughly enjoyed.
· Randy Orton vs. Dolph Ziggler: Following their suspenseful clash at Survivor Series, I was highly anticipating their one-on-one match on this week's SmackDown, and they most definitely delivered. Their chemistry is off the charts and they once again provided an excellent bout with the brilliant booking that was Ziggler emerging victorious. Of course, it was with the help of dirty tactics, but it was a monumental victory over one of the biggest stars in the company nonetheless. If this win was any indication, the bleached-blonde Superstar will be the reigning World Heavyweight Champion sooner rather than later.
This Week's Low Points
Lack of follow-up on Raw: After Sunday's Survivor Series pay-per-view, I was extremely excited for the subsequent edition of Monday Night Raw and how they'd follow up with what we witnessed at the event. Despite all that, Monday's show was nothing more than a filler show that didn't further many story-lines. If anything, it felt like a rewind episode, as most of the matches on the show were bouts we've seen numerous times before. Granted, not everything on the show was bland, but it was not at all what I expected to be going into it.
· Kaitlyn vs. Aksana: I'll admit that the Divas division has been looking up as of late, but the match pitting Kaitlyn against Aksana on this week's Raw was just plain out bad. While it made sense given the history between the two, neither Diva is all that great in the ring, so the match itself was simply a mistake. The crowd couldn't care less about the bout, but at least they somewhat popped for Kaitlyn's inevitable victory.
· The Great Khali vs. Primo and Epico: What purpose did this match serve? It didn't even last a mere minute before Khali squashed the former WWE Tag Team Champions for the victory. As hot as Rosa Mendes is, not even she couldn't save this segment from being a complete and utter disaster. Thankfully, it didn't last long, but even still, this isn't the kind of garbage we should be seeing on a three-hour show.
· The Miz vs. David Otunga: Similar to the aforementioned match-up, this contest didn't serve much of a purpose. I'm absolutely loving The Miz's slow burning face turn, but this wasn't the best way to further it. Otunga doesn't get much heat as it is, so the fans weren't really given an incentive to cheer for the Awesome One here. To make matters worse, the match was dragged out for several minutes, so it mostly felt like a waste of time. Hopefully, they'll give Miz more legitimate heels to work with going forward.
· Big Show vs. Team Hell No: While the match itself wasn't bad at all, it just didn't make much sense. I understand that Booker T wanted to punish Big Show for his intentional disqualification finish at Survivor Series, but at the same time, he was injured (in story-line), so why not just give him the week off? We've seen the same shtick with Team Hell No since the start, so having Kane walk out on Bryan was nothing out the ordinary. It was a nice finish to avoid the tag team champs looking weak, but this was probably the most boring portion of a rather entertaining SmackDown.
