Week of November 24, 2018
Match of the Week: Aleister Black vs. Johnny Gargano - NXT TakeOver: WarGames II, November 17
There are a number of matches to choose from the past week in WWE that could be classified as the best of the bunch, but personally, I was partial to Aleister Black vs. Johnny Gargano from Saturday's NXT TakeOver: WarGames II event. Not only was the in-ring action exhilarating from start to finish, the story they told coming into the contest and during the bout itself was outstanding. Gargano channeled his inner demons for the first time in years, while Black was his usual excellent self. Their chemistry was off the charts and the finish was especially fantastic.
Superstar of the Week: Charlotte Flair
In the span of a few days, Charlotte Flair went from being a complete afterthought in SmackDown Live's women's division to being one of the most talked about talents in all of WWE. Although she was a last minute replacement for Becky Lynch at Survivor Series, fans were still looking forward to her dream match with Ronda Rousey and they did not disappoint. After realizing she couldn't beat Rousey, Flair unleashed a vicious assault on her opponent, turning heel in the process. She cemented her turn on Tuesday's SmackDown and seems to be back in her comfort zone.
Show of the Week: WWE NXT TakeOver: WarGames II, November 17
Although Survivor Series on Sunday exceeded expectations and ended up being a solid show (at least in my opinion), nothing was going to top NXT TakeOver: WarGames II from the night prior. Of course, every TakeOver special the black-and-yellow brand produces is amazing and the latest installment was no exception with the final three matches all delivering, Kairi Sane and Shayna Baszler furthering their feud, and Matt Riddle looking like an absolute star by beating Kassius Ohno in a matter of seconds. If you're searching for reasons to love wrestling again, this is the show for you.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Ricochet, Pete Dunne and War Raiders vs. Undisputed Era: Fans had high hopes for the return of WarGames last November and the match delivered in spades. Thus, the bar was high for this year's installment pitting Undisputed Era against the squad of Ricochet, Dunne and War Raiders and I'd argue that it wasn't just as good, it may have been better. Yes, it ran a little long, but at least they managed to keep fans invested in the action and produce an awesome spectacle. The story with Dunne entering the fray late due to Undisputed Era high jinks was well done and the babyfaces winning made for a cool moment.
· Tommaso Ciampa vs. Velveteen Dream: Dream has been beloved by the audience for a while now, but his popularity was through the roof at TakeOver: WarGames II when he challenged for Ciampa's NXT Championship. I wasn't sure how much chemistry they would have together, but sure enough, they had a tremendous match. It was extremely entertaining from bell to bell and the crowd was into everything they did. Dream came oh so close to capturing the gold down the stretch, but Ciampa found a way to walk out still champion.
· Brock Lesnar vs. Daniel Bryan: This followed the same formula that Lesnar's match with AJ Styles did last year in that Lesnar dominated the first portion of the match, causing fans to fear that it wouldn't be anything more than a glorified squash. Thankfully, Bryan battled back and it turned into a really fun outing. No, I don't think anyone actually thought Bryan had a legitimate chance of beating Lesnar, but he came close on a few different occasions and the crowd reacted accordingly. Most importantly, Bryan looked credible in defeat, which is all I was hoping for.
· Ronda Rousey vs. Charlotte Flair: Along with everyone else, I was disappointed Rousey vs. Becky Lynch was called off due to Lynch suffering an injury, but at least Rousey vs. Flair was a hell of a consolation prize. I got the sense that the fans in attendance weren't into the action early on, but once they picked up the pace, it was a hard-hitting affair with both women having strong showings. Flair turning heel was the icing on the cake.
· Buddy Murphy vs. Mustafa Ali: In addition to the aforementioned matches from Survivor Series, this was one of my favorite bouts of the night, and those who have been paying close attention to 205 Live lately like I have should not be surprised. Murphy and Ali have been ripping it up in the Cruiserweight ranks all year long, so it was cool they were given the chance to do their thing on as grand of a stage as Survivor Series (and not on the Kickoff show this time). The chants of "This is awesome!" were well-deserved and hopefully convinced the powers that be that the Cruiserweights should be on more main roster shows having matches such as this one. Ali fell short of capturing the title, but I assume their feud isn't over and Ali will earn another shot eventually.
· Seth Rollins and Dean Ambrose: This has been the case for several weeks now, but Rollins and Ambrose were mainly involved in the only segments worth watching from this week's Raw. I've been enjoying their feud, and although the ending to Raw with them felt rushed, I'm still excited for their championship clash at TLC.
· Daniel Bryan promo: I was curious how WWE would follow up on Bryan's shocking heel turn from last week and he ended up knocking it out of the park on Tuesday night. I love how he claimed the "old Daniel Bryan is dead" and it looks like he'll be much more aggressive and sinister going forward.
This Week's Low Points
· Shayna Baszler vs. Kairi Sane: It feels weird putting a TakeOver match in the "Low Points" column, but I honestly thought this was the weakest encounter these two have had to date. It was a perfectly fine match with a fun final stretch, but considering it was contested under two-out-of-three falls, this should have lasted a lot longer than it did. The first two falls were beyond rushed and weren't allowed to breathe because of the interference from Jessamyn Duke and Marina Shafir. I didn't mind Baszler retaining the NXT Women's Championship and Io Shirai coming to Sane's aid was cool, but I was still somewhat underwhelmed.
· Raw squashes SmackDown Live: On the whole, Survivor Series was better than it had any right to be given the poor build it received going in, but I wasn't thrilled with Raw getting the clean sweep over SmackDown for no apparent reason. Sure, it cemented Raw as the superior show, but wasn't that already established? What's comical is that SmackDown is the better brand without a doubt, yet they never seem to catch a break when it comes to being positioned as equals to Raw. It was questionable, to say the least.
· Raw vs. SmackDown tag team Survivor Series elimination match: Apparently if it happened on the Kickoff show, then it didn't happen. That's according to WWE, who completely ignored the Kickoff show and the fact that SmackDown beat Raw there. Thus, it wasn't a clean sweep for Raw taking that into account. Either way, the match was pretty forgettable until it came down to The Revival and The Usos. That was an entertaining outing, but beyond that, this was a waste of time. This also exposed just how weak the Raw and SmackDown tag team scenes are at the moment.
· AOP vs. The Bar: Speaking of tag teams, this was a disappointment. AOP and The Bar are two of the better tandems on their respective shows and they have similar in-ring styles, so I had high hopes for this and expected it to be a total hoss fight. Instead, it was nothing out of the ordinary. Worse yet, AOP winning was overshadowed by Drake Maverick "peeing his pants." That's your 205 Live general manager, ladies and gentlemen.
· The Lucha House Party vs. The Revival: I was excited when it was announced a few weeks ago that The Lucha House Party was joining the Raw tag team division full-time because they've been a blast to watch on 205 Live in 2018. They got off to a solid start by beating Revival in their Raw debut last month, but this was an absolute joke. The "Lucha House Party" rules basically allowed this to be a Handicap match, so I'm not sure how Lucha House Party were supposed to come across as babyfaces. If anything, fans should have had sympathy for Revival. They're the ones getting screwed time and time again and deserve better. As noted earlier, the Raw tag team division is in shambles right now due to bad booking and needs all the help it can possibly get.
· Nia Jax and Tamina vs. Sasha Banks and Bayley: As a match, this was decent, but I'm not at all a fan of Jax and Tamina being booked more dominantly than everyone else in the Raw women's division. Obviously, Jax is getting a Raw Women's Championship opportunity soon, but she is absurdly bad and shouldn't be pushed so aggressively.
· Charlotte Flair vs. The IIconics: I'm in full favor of Charlotte getting back-to-back victories and being positioned as a major threat on SmackDown, but it was weird to have her go up against two heels given she herself just turned heel. Plus, Billie Kay and Peyton Royce mean next to nothing.
