Week of November 2, 2019
Match of the Week: Adam Cole vs. Daniel Bryan: NXT Championship Match - SmackDown, November 1
If you told me a week ago that Adam Cole would be defending the NXT Championship against Daniel Bryan in the main event of this week's SmackDown, I would have called you crazy. However, that dream match did in fact become a reality on Friday night when NXT invaded the blue brand. Not only were they given plenty of time to work with, they made the most of it by delivering an excellent main event and keeping the crowd invested throughout. Better yet, Cole beat the former WWE Champion in clean fashion. Talk about making a statement in your debut.
Superstar of the Week: Rhea Ripley
In the span of three days, Rhea Ripley cemented her status as one of the most dominant female forces in all of WWE. After going to war with Io Shirai at the beginning of Wednesday's NXT, she was named the captain of her very own squad for the first-ever women's WarGames match later in the night. She then arrived on SmackDown in spectacular fashion by beating the duo of Fire and Desire alongside Tegan Nox. Finally, I don't include NXT UK as part of my Week in Review, but it's worth noting she won there too in a tag team match on Thursday's show.
Show of the Week: Friday Night SmackDown, November 1
I was prepared to give this award to NXT yet again, but then SmackDown happened. Both were terrific shows, but SmackDown gets the edge simply because it was the best main roster show I've seen in months. WWE had their back up against the wall with a majority of the roster still over in Saudi Arabia due to travel issues. Thus, to fill out the two hours, the stars of NXT were brought in to invade SmackDown and were made to look strong at every turn. The NXT Championship main event was exceptional, and most importantly, NXT shined ahead of Survivor Series.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Ricochet vs. Drew McIntyre: I praised the outing these two had last week, and although there was no reason for a rematch, I can't complain about getting another awesome match from them. Ricochet and McIntyre are both tremendously talented and can be big stars on Raw if WWE plays their cards right with them. This essentially served as hype for Team Hogan vs. Team Flair at Crown Jewel, and while it didn't do much to get me more excited for that than I was before, it was worth it alone for that amazing RKO from Randy Orton. Ricochet sold the crap out of that thing. Would an Orton vs. Ricochet rivalry be too much to ask for?
· AJ Styles vs. Humberto Carrillo: I didn't care too much about the rematch at Crown Jewel in Saudi Arabia, but their original encounter on Monday's Raw was well wrestled and fun while it lasted. It was encouraging to see Carrillo score a match with the United States Champion one week after taking the Universal Champion to the limit. Granted, he's now lost three times in a week and a half, but at least he's looked credible in defeat on each occasion. As long as he wins his next few matches on Raw, he should be just fine.
· Becky Lynch vs. Kairi Sane: Sane pinned Lynch in tag team action weeks ago, but I appreciated that we finally got some followup to that. Sane hasn't been given many chances to shine since being called up to the main roster, but she had a stellar showing here and had terrific chemistry with Lynch. There was no need for her to win, but I liked that this went as long as it did and that the interference from Asuka was minimal. Speaking of whom, I'm hoping she's next in line for a match with The Man, preferably as soon as Monday night.
· Mansoor vs. Cesaro: I don't think it's a stretch to say that this was the best bout to take place on any show WWE has done in Saudi Arabia so far. Mansoor is much better than some give him credit for, while it's well documented that Cesaro is a wrestling machine. They put together an excellent match that the live crowd thoroughly enjoyed and showcased the skills of both men. WWE has a potential star on their hands with Mansoor. The key is in featuring him more going forward.
· Team Hogan vs. Team Flair: Truth be told, I don't think I would have bothered to put this in the "Highlights" column if it happened on any ordinary episode of Raw or SmackDown, but because it was one of the more entertaining matches at Crown Jewel, I figured I would throw it a bone. The early goings were fairly slow, but once they picked up the pace, this turned into an exciting and frantic multi-man match with everyone hitting their signature spots in the closing minutes. Team Hogan winning was extremely predictable, but it's not like it mattered much, anyway. Regardless, the crowd was into the action because all of the star power involved and their enthusiasm got me more interested in this than I would have been otherwise.
· Candice LeRae vs. Io Shirai: I'll argue that their match at TakeOver: Toronto II in August was slightly stronger, but this was still great stuff. Their feud has been a blast over the past few months as they have such an exceptional dynamic together. LeRae came close to picking up the win but fell short in the end. When she eventually beats Shirai (especially if it's for a title), it's going to be a major moment.
· The Kabuki Warriors vs. Tegan Nox and Dakota Kai: The WWE Women's Tag Team Championship being defended in NXT for a change was really refreshing. The match was super good to boot and The Kabuki Warriors got to let loose more than they normally do on the main roster. Fingers crossed this isn't the last we see of them on NXT. Oh, and women's WarGames! Hell yeah!
· Matt Riddle and Keith Lee vs. Undisputed Era: You can never go wrong with an Undisputed Era tag team match. Kyle O'Reilly and Bobby Fish are just that talented and Riddle and Lee are as well. This had an outstanding energy to it and closed out NXT on a high note. The stage being set for WarGames afterward was also well done.
This Week's Low Points
· Divorce Court with Rusev and Lana: The only positive thing I can say about this is that the crowd was rowdy for it, but that had to have been expected after Lana brought up how all Rusev wanted to do was have sex with her. This is wrestling fans we're talking about here! I didn't find this segment entertaining in the slightest and thought it was beyond stupid. As I've said several times, I have no clue what the endgame is supposed to be here with Rusev, Bobby Lashley and Lana and I don't care enough to find out. The fact they closed Raw with this nonsense was even worse because it did nothing to make me want to watch next week.
· Seth Rollins vs. Erick Rowan: The Falls Count Anywhere stipulation didn't make this any more interesting to me than it would have been as a standard singles match. I realize it was designed to serve as a preview of Rollins' matchup with Bray Wyatt at Crown Jewel, but it felt like it dragged on and on. The finish was also a direct copy of The Rock vs. Mankind from Halftime Heat 20 years ago. That's not to say it was bad, but I assume the intention was for Rowan to be protected in defeat. At this point, does it really matter?
· The Viking Raiders vs. Rizzo and Bryant: I'm all for Viking Raiders winning matches, but they've been facing local athletes for way too long now. They turned the page when they became the Raw Tag Team Champions at the WWE Draft but have yet to settle into a storyline with another team. Hopefully that will change coming out of their loss to The O.C. at Crown Jewel on Thursday. Additionally, I'm not sure who the Chicago Cubs parody appealed to, but it came across as silly and didn't seem to do much for the live crowd.
· Seth Rollins vs. "The Fiend" Bray Wyatt: I was as happy as everyone else that Wyatt won the Universal Championship from Rollins at Crown Jewel, but it didn't make up for how horrible the actual match was. It was somehow worse than that atrocity from Hell in a Cell and I didn't even think that was possible. They brawled all around the arena and I was honestly bored to tears. The red lighting during The Fiend's matches just isn't working and needs to be retired immediately.
· Braun Strowman vs. Tyson Fury: Man, what a misfire this was. I'll start by saying that I applaud the effort of Fury because he's clearly a fan of the product and appeared to relish the opportunity to compete in a wrestling ring for the first time. Unfortunately, this fell flat hard. Strowman didn't mean much to begin with after all the losses he's endured over the past two years, but he was buried another six feet under after being beaten again here. It's possible the count-out finish and post-match angle were done to plant the seeds for a future rematch (WretleMania, perhaps?), but that would be a giant mistake if so. Fury should stick to being a boxer for the time being and Strowman should stick to try to win a matchup of actual importance for a change.
· Brock Lesnar vs. Cain Velasquez: Maybe I was in the minority that was actually looking forward to this match, but I definitely feel like a fool now. Admittedly, WWE wasn't doing an amazing job to begin with of giving Velasquez the star treatment, but fans have absolutely zero reason to care about him with this two-minute loss to Lesnar. If his knee was injured, they shouldn't have booked the bout to begin with.
· WWE World Cup Tag Team Turmoil Match: I can't say I'm surprised this was as dull as it was. Props to those who participated, but there was far too much filler in between the matches that mattered. The New Day and The Revival hyped up a SmackDown Tag Team Championship clash that didn't end up happening due to travel issues while The O.C. winning came completely out of nowhere.
· Brock Lesnar "quits" SmackDown: I'd love to know how many times Lesnar has quit/been fired from WWE in storyline since he returned in 2012. In all seriousness, FOX are fools for drafting a dude that ended up quitting less than a month later and will seemingly be jumping ship to the opposition as soon as Monday.
