Week of November 4, 2017
Match of the Week: Shinsuke Nakamura vs. Kevin Owens: Team SmackDown Live Qualifying Match - SmackDown Live, October 31
SmackDown Live's roster is so stacked that they've had to hold qualifying matches to determine who will be representing the blue brand at Survivor Series! This week, Shinsuke Nakamura took on Kevin Owens in the main event and the two delivered a highly entertaining matchup on Halloween. However, there were no tricks about Nakamura emerging victorious as Randy Orton thwarted Sami Zayn's interference and ensured Nakamura would be joining his side at Survivor Series against Raw. SmackDown's chances of coming out on top are higher than ever. 

Superstar of the Week: Kane
As much as it pains me to write this, Kane has indeed been on a roll lately. I'm a Kane fan as much as the next person, but I have zero desire to see him pushed so prominently in the twilight of his career at the expense of the Raw roster. Nevertheless, he continued his dominance this week by ambushing SmackDown Live general manager Daniel Bryan backstage before beating Raw Tag Team Champion Seth Rollins in one-on-one action. Throw in another attack on Finn Balor and there's no denying the amount of momentum Kane has at the moment. 

Show of the Week: WWE SmackDown Live, October 31
You probably automatically assumed like I did that Tuesday's edition of SmackDown Live would be a campy holiday-themed show considering it fell on Halloween night, but it was actually anything but. As of now, I still can't say I'm all that thrilled for Survivor Series, but SmackDown adding two more members to their squad this week with Bobby Roode and Shinsuke Nakamura qualifying in excellent matches gave me hope. It wasn't the most amazing episode I've ever seen, but it was a vast improvement over Raw, which featured questionable booking decisions for the second straight week. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Braun Strowman, Samoa Joe and Nia Jax return: On the whole, I didn't care too much for Monday's Raw, but it's hard to dispute that it was a newsworthy night with so many notable names returning including Strowman, Joe, Jax and Stephanie McMahon. With the exception of the last one (who I'll discuss more in the "Low Points" column), all of them were welcomed back with open arms from the audience. Strowman emerging from the garbage truck was a bit hokey, but fans were hot for his comeback. As for Joe and Jax, them resurfacing on Raw was only inevitable and the roster is better off with them back.
· Finn Balor vs. Cesaro: I still can't believe the dumb decision was made to have Balor lose clean to Kane on last week's Raw, but despite that, this was a nice rebound win for him against a quality opponent in Cesaro. They worked well together and I'd like to see them have a longer match at some point down the road. Unfortunately, Balor didn't gain too much from the victory due to being immediately ambushed by Kane afterward. Surely he has to get his revenge eventually, right? If not, then these attacks are a total waste of time.
· The Miz vs. Matt Hardy: With Survivor Series not for another few weeks, it's smart for WWE to book a few title matches between now and then to give viewers the impression that there's a chance a championship could change hands since most of the matchups at the event are currently heel vs. heel. That said, it was pretty predictable Miz would retain his title against Hardy on Raw, but they put together a quality contest with a handful of believable nearfalls down the stretch. I'd like to see Hardy appear in more meaningful matches like this while Jeff is out injured.
· Bobby Roode vs. Dolph Ziggler: It's been well-documented that I wasn't a huge fan of the first two matches Roode and Ziggler had, but their latest 2-out-of-3 Falls match was very good. In theory, the match should be dragged out to be three times the length, but nevertheless, the third fall was fantastic and it was wisely positioned as the opener on SmackDown Live. I'm happy to see Roode representing the blue brand at Survivor Series, but where does Ziggler go from here?
· Johnny Gargano vs. Fabian Aichner: Aicher had an extremely impressive outing against Kassius Ohno in his NXT debut not too long ago and he had an equally awesome performance versus Gargano on this week's NXT. It was a very fun match as Gargano always knows how fight from underneath like the perennial underdog he is. The story they've been telling with Gargano since his split from Tomasso Ciampa that he can't get it done on his own has been fantastic and I'm excited for it continue coming off this loss to Aichner. I hope this means we'll be seeing more of Aichner in the future, but then again, Cezar Bononi went back to being a jobber after beating Andrade "Cien" Almas.
This Week's Low Points
· Stephanie McMahon returns: I have genuinely been enjoying Raw with Kurt Angle as the sole authority figure since April because he isn't all over the program and doesn't emasculate members of the roster the same way Stephanie does. I was hoping her long layoff would mean she was gone for good from TV, but no such luck. On her first night back, she basically buried Angle and threatened his position as general manager. It remains to be seen what her role will be on Raw going forward, but I'm already dreading whatever she will be involved in. Here's hoping she doesn't ruin Angle as GM like she ruined Mick Foley.
· Heath Slater and Rhyno vs. Karl Anderson and Luke Gallows: Being the mark for Halloween that I am, I tend to enjoy the Trick or Street Fights WWE holds each year around Halloween time, but this was absolutely atrocious and had no business being on Raw. I'm never one to advocate for someone losing their job, but whoever booked this trash deserves to be fired. Even the commentators couldn't take what they were watching seriously and instead called it like the joke it was. I feel bad for Anderson and Gallows most of all.
· Alexa Bliss vs. Mickie James: I was happy to hear that Bliss and James would be wrestling in the main event of this week's Raw, but sadly, nothing about this stood out as special whatsoever. They put forth a solid effort, but Bliss and James simply do not have great chemistry together. Unsurprisingly, the crowd sat on their hands for this, and then Bliss won with a punch in anticlimactic fashion. I held out hope something big would happen afterward, but then the focus quickly turned to Braun Strowman returning and it became evident that this was never meant to memorable.
· Kalisto vs. Drew Gulak: Perhaps I'm in the minority here, but I've been really digging Gulak's PowerPoint presentations as of late. It's a way better gimmick than whatever he was doing before, but this was the definition of a filler match. It didn't last more than a minute and the live crowd couldn't have cared less about it. Nothing about the Kalisto vs. Enzo Amore feud intrigues me, yet we're going to be getting a rematch between them for the WWE Cruiserweight Championship at Survivor Series.
· Baron Corbin vs. Sin Cara: For the third consecutive week, Corbin vs. Cara ends up in the "Low Point" section. It was no different than their two other encounters and also featured a non-finish. Granted, the crowd was into Cara showing more of a mean streak than usual when he brawled with Corbin and forced him to flee, but it will take much more than that to change people's perception of him as a glorified enhancement talent. Cara receiving some mic time to explain the importance of his mask later on in the show was a step in the right direction, so maybe the program will heat up soon, but I can't believe Corbin went from beating AJ Styles clean to this. He has zero momentum as U.S. Champion.
