Week of November 7, 2020

Match of the Week:
Bayley vs. Sasha Banks (Friday Night SmackDown, November 6)
For the second straight week, Sasha Banks and Bayley earn the award for "Match of the Week" and unsurprisingly so. Their Hell in a Cell clash was great and the rematch was equally entertaining, especially with the tease that Banks would lose in her first title defense as she has almost every other time since she joined the main roster. Thankfully, The Boss was able to break the curse on Friday's SmackDown, but only after another excellent encounter with her friend-turned-foe. There's no rest for the weary, however, as she was immediately attacked by the returning Carmella. It's a logical next feud for the SmackDown Women's Champion.
Superstar of the Week:
The Hurt Business
The Hurt Business tend to be the best part of Raw more often than not, but this was an especially good week for them with the wins they picked up on Monday night. First, United States Champion Bobby Lashley scored a dominant victory over R-Truth before obliterating Drew Gulak afterward. Later on in the evening, Shelton Benjamin and Cedric Alexander took on Raw Tag Team Champions Kofi Kingston and Xavier Woods in non-title action. Not only was it a great match, Hurt Business also managed to reign supreme. Expect them to get a shot at the straps sooner rather than later.
Show of the Week:
WWE NXT, November 4
While NXT wasn't as great this week as it was for the Halloween Havoc special, it was still stronger than either Raw or SmackDown in my opinion. The women took center stage as both of their bouts delivered and Rhea Ripley accepted Io Shirai's challenge to an NXT Women's Championship match. Also on the episode, Kushida bested Cameron Grimes in a fun outing, Pat McAfee's new heel faction explained their alliance and put Undisputed Era on notice, Tommaso Ciampa basically squashed Velveteen Dream, and matches were made official for next week. All in all, it was an efficient and entertaining edition of NXT that left me satisfied and excited for what's to come.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Braun Strowman vs. Keith Lee vs. Sheamus: The way in which this was set up was pretty lame, but the match itself was great and easily the best on the entire show. If you don't care about anything involving Survivor Series, I don't blame you one bit, but at least the qualifying matches have been very well-wrestled so far and this was a prime example of that. The outcome was never in doubt, but Strowman makes sense as a member of Team Raw given his Survivor Series track record.
· Jey Uso vs. Kevin Owens: This main event for SmackDown came together at the start of the show and ended up being an entertaining treat. Uso has been a revelation in his storyline with Roman Reigns and I like how his transformation into a heel has been relatively gradual and he's been killing it with his performances in the ring. This was another huge win for him and it's smart for WWE keep him credible as long as he's in this role.
· Pat McAfee, Pete Dunne, Oney Lorcan and Danny Burch promo: It's only been a few weeks and I'm already super digging this new heel stable led by McAfee. I was on board when McAfee aligned with Lorcan and Burch, and adding Dunne in there was a smart call. I loved how they explained their actions on this week's NXT with Dunne referencing how Roderick Strong turned on him two years ago. A WarGames match against Undisputed Era seems inevitable.
· Kushida vs. Cameron Grimes: These two have history from their mini feud last year, so I knew they were capable of ripping it up against each other. Sure enough, that was exactly what happened when they went one-on-one on Wednesday's NXT. Kushida has been on quite the roll lately, so it was logical for him to pick up the victory. I can understand why not everyone may have liked the finish, but the "zombie ref" stuff shouldn't drag on much longer.
· Ember Moon vs. Dakota Kai: I've said this before, but it's been cool to see Moon completely reinvent herself since returning to NXT. She's also looked fantastic in the ring, including in this match with Kai. They were given plenty of time and made every minute matter. I'm typically not a fan of interference in matches, but Raquel Gonzalez helping Kai win was perfectly acceptable. Hopefully Kai can capitalize on this victory with Moon being a former NXT Women's Champion.
· Curt Stallion and August Grey vs. Tony Nese and Ariya Daivari: Remember this moment, as it's a rare occurrence whenever Daivari is featured in the "Highlights" column. In all seriousness, this was a quality main event for 205 Live. It's terrific that Stallion and Grey are already being positioned as top talent on the show, and even though they came up short of victory here, they both had standout showings. By the way, Anthony Greene's new August Grey name is terrible.
This Week's Low Points
· Jeff Hardy vs. Elias: I haven't minded this feud on the whole, largely because I know it's meant to keep both men busy, but the Guitar-on-a-Pole stipulation was silly and didn't make the match any better. I hope Hardy winning decisively is a sign that the storyline is over and both men can move on to something new. I appreciated that they referenced the hit-and-run from May for this feud, but did Elias not get the memo that Hardy wasn't behind it and that it was likely Sheamus instead?
· Shayna Baszler and Nia Jax vs. Dana Brooke and Mandy Rose: I have no idea what Brooke and Rose did to deserve a shot at the WWE Women's Tag Team Championship on Monday's Raw aside from winning a few matches. The division is depleted and this was no good. Don't you just love it when teammates fight before a big brand vs. brand match? Baszler and Jax aren't interesting as champions and there isn't much competition left.
· Nia Jax vs. Lana: The only thing worse than a Nia Jax match on Raw is having two Nia Jax matches on the same show. Seriously, what the hell was the point of this? I'm aware WWE is trying to tease tension between the members of Raw's women's team heading into Survivor Series, but it isn't compelling nor is it getting Lana over as a babyface the way WWE hopes it will. The more she loses, the less I care, which is saying something because I didn't care much to begin with.
· Ricochet vs. Tucker: I feared Tucker was doomed as soon he betrayed Otis at Hell in a Cell, and that fear was realized this past week on Raw when he faced Ricochet after not getting a televised entrance and proceeded to lose in under minute. I'm not saying Tucker is world title material by any means, but as I've said, it was a dumb decision to break up Heavy Machinery to begin with and that was made pretty evident with their losses this week.
· Toni Storm vs. Shotzi Blackheart: Although I thought this was a quality contest, it could have been better. The babyface vs. babyface dynamic didn't help matters, but the biggest reason why this is in the "Low Points" column is because the distraction roll-up finish. Leave that crap to the main roster, please. I'm totally fine with Blackheart feuding with Candice LeRae over her now-destroyed tank, but Storm should have been able to beat Blackheart clean here.
· Lars Sullivan interview: I was probably in the minority of people who enjoyed the sit-down interview Sullivan did last week on SmackDown with Corey Graves, but this was just awful. His tangent about bullying was weird enough, but the heavy breathing and screaming ruined the segment. I appreciate WWE attempting to take a different approach with Sullivan as opposed to solely having him win squash matches, but he'll benefit from not being so over-the-top in situations like this.
