WEEK OF NOVEMBER 8, 2014
MATCH OF THE WEEK: SAMI ZAYN VS. TYSON KIDD - MAIN EVENT, NOVEMBER 4
There was some exciting in-ring action across all of WWE's shows this past week, but no match left me wanting more than the showdown between Sami Zayn and Tyson Kidd on WWE Main Event. WWE hasn't taken Main Event seriously in quite some time, but with the WWE Network being free for the entire month of November, they've attempted to give fans as much incentive as possible to purchase it, and that was evident when they stacked Main Event this week. The show featured Zayn's first televised singles match on the main roster and who more fitting to do battle with than Kidd? Any regular viewer of NXT knows the history between the two and their track record for having great matches. This match was no different. They put it all on the line and the live crowd was solidly behind the NXT prospect. Although Kidd pulled out the victory by hooking the tights, Zayn left a lasting impression among members of the WWE Universe. 

SUPERSTAR OF THE WEEK: TYSON KIDD
I try to switch up the Superstar of the Week as often as possible, and although the won the award a mere month ago, he had a big enough week that there's no denying Tyson Kidd deserves it. Kidd has turned a lot of heads since resurrecting his career as a heel on NXT and it's definitely paid off in recent weeks upon his return to the main roster. On Raw, he scored the biggest win of his career to date when he defeated (former) United States champion Sheamus. The next night on Main Event, he contested a great match against longtime rival Sami Zayn, and won! He followed it up with yet another victory over Dash Wilder on Thursday's NXT. If this week was any indication, gold is unquestionably in Kidd's future. 

SHOW OF THE WEEK: WWE NXT, NOVEMBER 6
The quality of all WWE's weekly programs has improved since the Hell in a Cell pay-per-view in late October and that was apparent this past week. Raw, SmackDown, Main Event and NXT all impressed, but of those four shows, NXT takes home the award. Raw, SmackDown and Main Event were all fairly good, but the latest edition of NXT was one of the best in quite some time. Everything about it was excellent. The opening match between Sami Zayn and Tyler Breeze was every bit as entertaining as one would expect and it set the stage nicely for Zayn's NXT Championship match against Adrian Neville next week. The women's tag match pitting Charlotte and Bayley against Sasha Banks and Becky Lynch was equally solid and showcased the talent of the ladies of NXT. To top it all off, the awesome debut of Finn Balor made for a very cool moment in the night's main event. At this rate, the next NXT live special in December is shaping up to be the best yet. 

OTHER NOTABLE HIGHLIGHTS AND LOW POINTS
THIS WEEK'S HIGHLIGHTS
· Mr. McMahon returns: I've been highly anticipating the return of Mr. McMahon for some time now, so I was psyched to hear "No Chance in Hell" kick off Monday's Raw. I also really liked how he didn't show up just to promote the WWE Network but rather to make an important announcement regarding Team Cena vs. Team Authority at Survivor Series. I'd love to see McMahon be used as a regular again, but if he's only going to make sporadic appearances, they're better saved for moments such as this.
· Randy Orton vs. Seth Rollins: Orton has been red hot in recent weeks and was undoubtedly the star of this week's Raw. I questioned holding his match against Seth Rollins so soon into their feud, but it was good enough that they could always take it up a notch if they ever collide on pay-per-view. Moreover, the post-match attack from The Authority on Orton was extremely well done and a great way of writing him off TV for the near future. WWE would be fools to not have him return in his hometown of St. Louis at Survivor Series.
· Rusev wins the United States Championship: I have mixed feelings about this. First off, it was a brilliant movie to put the U.S. title on Rusev since it makes sense within the context of the story they're telling with his character. The only issue I had with it was that it took place on the WWE Network and not at Survivor Series where it would have meant more. I realize it was done to sell people on the Network, but why hold the match immediately after Raw? The crowd was flat for the title change, unfortunately, but it's nice to see gold finally around the waist of Rusev.
· The Usos vs. Gold and Stardust: Yes, I, too, am tired of seeing these two teams face off, but they always work well together and this was another entertaining match between them. The Steel Cage stipulation would usually indicate that the feud is now over, but it looks like they're setting up a multi-team match for the WWE Tag Team Championship at Survivor Series, so I don't know what the point of this was if that's the case.
· 'The Peep Show' with Dean Ambrose: It was great to see Christian back, even if it was for only a talking segment. One more match, please! Anyway, this was a solid segment where viewers at last learned why this Dean Ambrose vs. Bray Wyatt is happening. It's a step in the right direction for sure, but they need to do more to build this feud up if they plan to have them clash at the next pay-per-view.
· Finn Balor debuts: It's been several months in the making, but he's finally arrived. I don't know if waiting this long to bring him in should have come at the expense of potentially making Hideo Itami look weak by having him get attacked several weeks in a row by The Ascension, but time will tell. Either way, Itami and Balor will make for one exciting duo.
THIS WEEK'S LOW POINTS
· Big Show vs. Mark Henry: Giving Sheamus vs. Rusev away for free on WWE Network was understandable from a business standpoint, but why was this match held on Raw and not at Survivor Series? I guess it doesn't matter regardless since the pay-per-view will be free on the Network as well. Plus, the match was painfully boring (did anyone honestly expect anything less?) so it was probably for the better. In a perfect world, Show will be written off TV, but I'm not holding my breath.
· Dean Ambrose vs. Cesaro: It wasn't that this match was bad, but it was the third time we've seen it within the span of a week, and why? Cesaro lost every single time, and their Raw match wasn't even on the same level as their Halloween SmackDown encounter. Sure, it helps boosts the momentum of Ambrose which is all well and good, but it doesn't do much for Cesaro. I really wish they wouldn't waste the guy and his talent and I fear they're going back to treating them like a jobber. The fact this match didn't further the feud between Ambrose and Bray Wyatt didn't help matters.
· Rusev vs. Zack Ryder: It was effective in giving Rusev another win going into his United States Championship match, but aside from that, this was pointless. Why have two guys that will be in action after the broadcast in other matches on the show? The only reason Sheamus vs. Tyson Kidd wasn't included in this column was because at least it slightly benefited Kidd. A talking segment where Rusev established why he wants the star-spangled prize would have sufficed and done a better job of getting me excited for their title match.
· Stardust vs. Fernando: The match was fine for what it was, but it's hard to enjoy anything involving Los Matadores. The team has been a joke since its debut and thus fans don't see them as threats to the WWE Tag Team Championship. Fernando and Diego are better off going back to being Primo and Epico because the gimmick has done nothing but make them completely unbearable. Is it just me or does Stardust lose every singles match he's involved in?
· R-Truth vs. Adam Rose: When I saw this match on tap for SmackDown, I cringed. Two dancing fools facing each other? No thanks. The match was every bit as corny and goofy as you'd expect it to be, but thankfully, it saw Rose actually show signs of character development. It's such a limited act that turning heel might actually help him. It's not like he has anything else going for him right now, so why not?
· Curtis Axel vs. Justin Gabriel: To be quite honest with you, I didn't even notice Axel was gone, and based off the reaction (or lack thereof) he received from the crowd on Main Event, I wasn't alone. He's a great wrestler and all, but he has zero personality and all of his matches unfortunately suffer because of it.
