Week of October 10, 2015
Match of the Week: Bayley vs. Sasha Banks - TakeOver: Respect, October 7
Come on, was there ever any doubt? I've gone on record in saying that the first match between Bayley and Sasha Banks in Brooklyn was not only the best match I've ever witnessed in person, but also my favorite match from any promotion so far in 2015. That shouldn't be too surprising if you witnessed what I did back in August, so needless to say, expectations were high for their anticipated rematch at NXT TakeOver: Respect this past week. This time, however, they'd be doing battle in the first ever 30 minute Iron Man (Woman?) match with the NXT Women's Championship on the line. The story they told was nothing short of sensational with Bayley fighting an uphill battle and Banks using every heel tactic in the book to turn the crowd against her, including taking the headband of Full Sail University's own Izzy! The entire match was a masterpiece, but the nearfalls down the stretch that saw Bayley force Banks to tap out at the last possible second to secure the victory. It was the perfect women's match to main event the special. Thank you, NXT! 

Superstar of the Week: Brock Lesnar
It's always a treat whenever Brock Lesnar makes an appearance on WWE TV and this week was no different. Lucky for us, he appeared twice in the past week, and lucky for me, I got the chance to see him live and in person at Raw in Boston! Man, TV doesn't do The Beast justice. Anyway, he made quick work of Big Show as I hoped he would at Saturday's special from Madison Square Garden and repeated the feat only two days later on Raw. Beantown welcomed Lesnar with open arms, but everyone was hoping we would see more of him later on in the night. Of course, how could I forget about Paul Heyman's glorious promo that took place before the Big Show beating? Now, Lesnar shifts his focus to taking on The Undertaker at Hell in a Cell where he'll look to avenge his controversial loss against The Deadman. 

Show of the Week: WWE NXT TakeOver: Respect, October 7
It's been a year and a half since NXT Arrival and we haven't had a bad live special yet. How amazing is that? Sure, some have been better than others, but they've all mostly been above-average and this past week's NXT TakeOver: Respect continued the strong streak of stellar specials. I don't want to say I had doubts because the card had me excited going into it, but this might have been the smallest period of time in between specials, so the build wasn't as well done as it usually is. That said, they made up for it with a slew of great matchups including the semifinals and finals of the Dusty Rhodes Tag Team Classic and the phenomenal Iron Man main event between Bayley and Sasha Banks. Even the impromptu bouts, Apollo Crews vs. Tyler Breeze and Asuka vs. Dana Brooke, delivered in a big way and left this viewer more than satisfied by the end of the two hours. This show served as a reminder as to why I love wrestling so much, and I look forward to seeing NXT continue to evolve in the weeks, months and years ahead. The future is now! 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· MSG special: There were many mixed reviews regarding the Saturday live special on WWE Network, but personally, I thoroughly enjoyed it. I thought it was a great use of the Network and hope WWE does more of them in the future. It is important to remember, however, that it was a house show. The only difference is that it was televised. I didn't agree with the WWE Tag Team Championship finish and a few other things, but Brock Lesnar vs. Big Show was fun while it lasted and the Steel Cage main event was entertaining. WWE can only improve on these going forward, but for what this was, it was an enjoyable two and a half hours.
· Roman Reigns, Dean Ambrose and Randy Orton vs. The Wyatt Family: It seems as if all the matches that have taken place so far in this lengthy Reigns-Wyatt rivalry have been quite good, but to my memory this was the best bout to date. Being there live for it, Boston ate it up and was hot for all six competitors. The match occurring immediately after Lesnar's appearance didn't hurt, either. The finish was also well-booked as it saw Wyatt escape at the ending, Braun Strowman protected and the babyfaces score a clean win.
· Breast Cancer Awareness Month: I'm well-aware that the Susan G. Komen fund has come under a ton of scrutiny over the years for where the money goes and perhaps rightfully so, but that aside, I love when WWE goes pink for the month of October every year because it's a tremendous cause. The segment that kicked it off on Raw this week was very well-received and hearing the success stories of the women who have survived breast cancer are always heart-warming. It's a classy move by WWE, even if the organization they're partnered isn't the greatest.
· Dusty Rhodes Tag Team Classic: Say what you will about two makeshift tag teams making it to the finals, but I didn't mind it much for two reasons: The three tag matches at TakeOver were good to great and the tournament was done to honor Dusty anyway, not particularly highlight NXT's somewhat weak tag division. It made for an awesome moment when Finn Balor and Samoa Joe won, but it's all about the follow-up.
· Asuka vs. Dana Brooke: Mark this day down as it might be the only time ever that you'll see Brooke in the "Highlights" column. In all seriousness, this was a strong debut for Asuka. I knew going into this match how skilled she was as as a performer, but she seems to have the full package. Not only is she extremely polished in the ring, she's also very charismatic and connects with the crowd. Hell, she managed to carry Brooke to a passable match! That should tell you everything you need to know about her. What has me even more excited is the looming possibility she moves into a feud with Emma, which seems to be the direciton they're going in. Plus, the inevitable series of matches against Bayley should be classic.
This Week's Low Points
· Seth Rollins and Kane vs. The Dudley Boyz: As I've noted in recent weeks, I don't mind the ongoing feud between Rollins and Kane, but this was a direct repeat from SmackDown the week prior, and it's usually the other way around. It wasn't a bad match per se, but it felt dull because Kane coming back out as "The Demon" was beyond predictable. What was even stranger was that the tag team match ended in a non-finish after Rollins dropkicked the table into the Dudleyz. Since when does that constitute as a disqualification? I don't have a problem with Kane being made to look "strong" against Rollins, but this wasn't the best week for their feud.
· Neville vs. Sheamus: WWE's handling of Neville on the main roster in the past six months has been disappointing to say the least. He started out strong in excellent matches with Seth Rollins and John Cena, but now he's gotten to the point where he's losing to Sheamus in less than one minute. Granted, it was due to a distraction from King Barrett at ringside (and I'll address their SmackDown match momentarily), but still. Sheamus is quite the loser himself, so for him to call Neville a loser is saying something. What a shame.
· Paige vs. Natalya: As great as it is to see Natalya back on WWE TV, this was a pretty meaningless match. Yes, it's been built well in recent weeks, but without any context to this contest, the crowd couldn't have cared less even though it was well-wrestled. Hell, this was the one time of the night that I got up to get food! And I'm sure I didn't miss much. Worse yet, Paige looks fairly weak, especially coming off her hot heel turn from immediately after Night of Champions. What was the purpose in having her tap out clean? Her odd alliance with the rest of Team PCB has been strange to say the least.
· Neville vs. King Barrett: It's bad enough that Neville lost to Sheamus in under a minute on Raw, and then he went on to lose against King Barrett in clean fashion on SmackDown. Barrett hasn't won anything of note in some time, so for Neville to be losing to him is a reflection of how little WWE thinks of him at the moment. Barrett's win will do him no favors, and Neville continues to flounder for no good reason.
· Charlotte, Becky Lynch and Natalya vs. Team Bella: I was considering putting the six-woman tag team match from Raw here in the "Low Points" column, but the homecoming for Sasha Banks in Boston saved it from being a total disaster. In fact, that match was rather enjoyable despite the fact it pitted two heel tandems against each other. This match, on the other hand, while decent didn't spark my interest because the faction wars grew tiresome months ago. Nikki Bella has lost to Banks multiple times in the past, yet she's the No. 1 Contender to the Divas Championship at Hell in a Cell and Banks isn't even involved. It's a complete mess at the moment and they're ruining any excitement I had coming out of Night of Champions.
