Week of October 14, 2017
Match of the Week: The New Day vs. The Usos: SmackDown Tag Team Championship Hell in a Cell Match - Hell in a Cell, October 8
The Hell in a Cell concept has largely been watered down since the gimmick was given its own pay-per-view eight years ago, and as a result, we haven't seen too many memorable Hell in a Cell matches in recent years. However, the Hell in a Cell clash between The New Day and The Usos over the SmackDown Tag Team Championship on Sunday night was anything but tame as the two tandems brutally beat each other up with weapons. Essentially, they went through hell to become tag team champions, and in the end, it was The Usos who reigned supreme with the titles in tow. 

Superstar of the Week: Kalisto
Kalisto was basically a non-factor after coming over to Raw in the Superstar Shake-up earlier this year, but joining the Cruiserweight division last week was undoubtedly the best thing for him. It was a bit of a flat moment when he was announced as 205 Live's newest member, but it didn't take long for him to reach the mountaintop of the division by beating Enzo Amore for the WWE Cruiserweight Championship in the main event of this week's Raw. He followed up that scintillating victory with a win in tag team action the next night on 205 Live. 

Show of the Week: WWE Hell in a Cell, October 8
There were plenty of mixed opinions of Hell in a Cell from fans coming out of the event, but it would be ridiculous to not give it the "Show of the Week" award considering it hosted two excellent Hell in a Cell matches. Yes, everything that happened in the middle of the pay-per-view was hit or miss, but those two matchups alone cemented it a successful show in my book. It's rare we have Hell in a Cell matches that feel that personal this day and age, so that was a breath of fresh air. Plus, two titles changed hands and Sami Zayn turned heel, so it was certainly a noteworthy night, to say the least. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Shane McMahon vs. Kevin Owens: The New Day vs. The Usos was the better bout at Hell in a Cell, but this was still a solid Hell in a Cell match that told a stellar story. I will agree with the masses that it lasted longer than it should have, but it certainly didn't feel like 39 minutes because they took their fight all around ringside and on top of the structure as well. It might not have been as revered had Sami Zayn not turned heel and aided Owens to victory. Although I'll talk more about that momentarily, I will say it ended the evening on a high note and got everyone looking forward to the fallout on SmackDown Live two days later.
· The Shield reunite: I don't want to undermine the awesomeness of this moment, and while it was a newsworthy week, this reunion was still the best thing on WWE TV. It's been over three and a half years in the making, and when Roman Reigns, Dean Ambrose and Seth Rollins finally came together, the arena came unglued on Raw and I couldn't have been happier. The entire segment was spectacular and it couldn't have gone better than it did. I'm really excited to see them clash with The Miz, The Bar and Braun Strowman at TLC.
· Jason Jordan vs. Karl Anderson: It's interesting to note that Jordan received a much more favorable reaction from the Raw audience this week than he has from any other in recent memory. He might have ties to that city, or a sign he is gradually getting over. Whatever the case, it was encouraging to hear and I thought he had a good showing against Anderson. It was pretty obvious that he was winning, but he needed this victory in order to get back on track following a loss in tag team action next week. Does he still have his sights set on the Intercontinental Championship?
· AJ Styles vs. Baron Corbin: I didn't want to put both United States Championship matches from this past week in the "Highlights" column, so I just went with this one because it was slightly stronger in my opinion. Don't get me wrong, Tye Dillinger played his role well at Hell in a Cell, but Styles and Corbin work well together one-on-one and they put together a terrific main event for SmackDown. More importantly, Corbin scored the clean win as he should have.
· Sami Zayn explains his actions: At first, I had no idea what kind of promo Zayn was going to cut when it was announced he would talk about why he helped Owens at the pay-per-view, but everything about this was pure perfection: the delivery, the logic, his chemistry with Owens, etc. He made complete sense when he said that he felt he's been overlooked on the blue brand by Shane and that this was his way of getting even and becoming relevant again. He's been an afterthought for so long that it's awesome to see him finally receive a chance to shine, and this angle is already off to a superb start. This pairing between the two in the months ahead (assuming it lasts) should be fun.
· Johnny Gargano vs. Andrade "Cien" Almas: Similar to at TakeOver: Brooklyn III, these two had a hell of a match and ripped it up in the main event of NXT on Wednesday night. It wasn't quite as fantastic, but it came close with the exceptional effort they put forth. Almas scoring the second straight victory was the right call in solidifying him as a threat to the NXT Championship.
This Week's Low Points
· Jinder Mahal vs. Shinsuke Nakamura: As if it wasn't already evident at SummerSlam, Mahal and Nakamura simply do not have good chemistry together. Their WWE Championship match at Hell in a Cell was every bit as lame as their initial encounter, and I couldn't believe that it featured a similar finish with The Singh Brothers interfering and Mahal capitalizing off that to beat Nakamura in relatively clean fashion. I would argue that WWE risked doing significant damage to Nakamura's stock with this asinine booking decision, and worse yet, we have to endure Mahal as WWE Champion for a little while longer.
· Natalya vs. Charlotte Flair: I can't remember Natalya and Charlotte having anything less than an average match in the past, but I honestly couldn't have cared less about their SmackDown Women's Championship clash at the pay-per-view. It was basic stuff for the most part, and before they could reach that next gear, Natalya got herself intentionally disqualified. That finish was downright dumb considering it did not make me want to see a rematch, which it was designed to set up. This was honestly disappointing.
· Bray Wyatt and Finn Balor: Rumors ran rampant online last week that current plans called for Wyatt to reveal himself to be Sister Abigail at TLC. Sure enough, WWE essentially confirmed that report when Wyatt spoke as Sister Abigail during his promo on Monday's Raw. The company has done a lot of stupid things with the Wyatt character over the years, but this just might take the cake. I've lost all faith WWE will ever utilize him the right way, but there is still hope for Balor, and he needs to get as far away from this pointless program as soon as possible because it has done him no favors.
· Fatal 5-Way women's elimination match: It was pretty cool that a match was held to determine who would ultimately lose to Asuka in her debut match at TLC, thus making her out to feel like a big deal in the process, but this Fatal 5-Way was absolutely atrocious and filled with sloppy spots and cringe-worthy moments. Why Dana Brooke and Alicia Fox continue to be regulars on Raw is a mystery to me given how deplorable they are in the ring. This match was proof of that.
· Elias vs. Apollo Crews: I've noted time and time again that the Elias persona has grown on me more than I ever thought it would, and I'm glad he is picking up wins more often than not. That said, what purpose did this matchup serve if Crews lost to Elias twice previously? This was easily the worst of their three encounters to date and I surely hope this marked the end of their "feud." Elias can be a nice asset to the midcard scene on Raw, but Crews needs to develop some sort of a character if he is going to attain any level of success on his own. The Titus Worldwide stuff is fine for now, but his impressive in-ring work won't be enough to get him over with the audience. He's just a generic jobber at the moment.
· Bobby Roode and Dolph Ziggler: Their first-ever match wasn't what I expected it to be, and then the follow-up on Tuesday's SmackDown Live was fairly forgettable as well. That isn't to say Roode's SmackDown stint has been a flop so far, but there isn't much about this storyline that intrigues me. Perhaps they'll have a better bout when they clash again next week.
