Week of October 17, 2015
Match of the Week: John Cena vs. Dolph Ziggler - Raw, October 12
On an otherwise awful edition of Raw, this was the sole match that stood out as being above average. After The New Day was in action earlier in the evening, I had my hopes up for a major surprise of some sort, but it was only Dolph Ziggler. That said, it was logical from a storyline standpoint considering Ziggler was screwed out of his title shot by New Day last week on Raw. Plus, it meant we were in for a great match from the two, and that's exactly what we got. The momentum constantly shifting back-and-forth between the two competitors made the match all the more exciting, and although the ending outcome was never in doubt, it was a strong effort from Cena and Ziggler. The bleached-blonde Superstar has been floundering for a while now and Cena still doesn't have an opponent scheduled for Hell in a Cell, so as much as I enjoyed the match, I'm not sure how smart it was for Cena to beat Ziggler clean without any follow-up. Where do either of them go from here? I assume Ziggler is going heel soon, but I don't know how they get to a rematch at the pay-per-view. 

Superstar of the Week: Kevin Owens
Roman Reigns, The New Day and the duo of Sheamus and King Barrett all had a good past seven days, but I decided to recognize a Superstar who hasn't been focused on enough as of late, that being Kevin Owens. He had a pretty solid week himself, squashing Kalisto of The Lucha Dragons on Raw before making quick work of Zack Ryder on SmackDown. Granted, neither of his opponents this week were all that credible, but back-to-back wins is impressive in itself, especially when you consider how badly past title holders have been booked. If there's anyone who can make that belt mean something again, it's Owens, and he's already off to strong start. First, however, he'll have to overcome the obstacle that is Ryback next Sunday at Hell in a Cell, but where Owens ventures from there is anyone's guess. 

Show of the Week: WWE NXT, October 14
The award for Show of the Week going to NXT was a no-brainer, and if you watched Raw and SmackDown this week as I did, you would have done the same. I would say it's unbelievable that the quality of the main roster shows has decreased as much as it has in recent months, but as I've stated in the past, this trend has been going on for as long as I can remember. Fall seasons in WWE are typically a dead period. However, that's no excuse; WWE should be putting their best foot forward right now creatively, but they simply aren't doing that for whatever reason. On the bright side, NXT continues to shine bright each and every week. Coming off an exceptional TakeOver special, this week's episode focused on the future and what's next for the competitors of the brand, including the crowning of a new No. 1 contender. Putting the enjoyable Battle Royal aside, the rest of he show also held up well, from the debut of Nia Jax to a very good opening segment with Bayley and Alexa Bliss. If you want consistently great wrestling, watch NXT. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Dean Ambrose and Randy Orton vs. The New Day: In addition to the United States Championship match, this was the only other thing I enjoyed from Raw, and thankfully, it was the only part of the show I caught live before having to watch the rest on DVR later in the night (which turned out to be a blessing). I don't understand why tension was teased among Ambrose and Orton unless WWE intends on having them feud after Hell in a Cell, but oddly nothing came out of the dissension following this bout. Also, Orton and Ambrose vs. Luke Harper and Braun Strowman feels like a match we would see on Raw, not Hell in a Cell.
· Sheamus and King Barrett vs. Neville and Cesaro: Take note that I'm being kind by including this in the "Highlights" column. If this week wasn't as bad as it was, it likely would have been considered a "Low Point." The two matches on Raw and SmackDown were well-wrestled and I like the idea of Shemus and Barrett forming an alliance. At the same time, though, the midcard isn't looking too strong right now with the constant burial (yes, I used the word) of both Neville and Cesaro. Or are they in the tag division now? I'm not even sure anymore.
· Dean Ambrose and The Dudley Boyz vs. The New Day: If you thought Raw was deplorable, don't bother wasting your time watching SmackDown. That said, the six-man tag team main event was pretty entertaining. Ambrose was beloved in his hometown and received a hero's welcome from the live crowd. The chemistry he had with The Dudley Boyz was cool as well. I appreciate New Day looking strong by annihilating the babyfaces afterward, but Ambrose disappearing at the end was strange. One would think that they would have spotlighted him more than usual considering where they were.
· Apollo Crews wins the Battle Royal: Battle Royals in WWE can either be a ton of fun or a total bust, and thankfully this one fell in the former category. What makes a Battle Royal great is if there are a variety of stories told and this match accomplished that. Crews is a relatively fresh face in NXT, so him winning was interesting considering Samoa Joe was a lock to win. Perhaps we see a Triple Threat at the next live special?
· Bayley and Alexa Bliss: One week removed from the iconic Iron Woman match in the main event of NXT TakeOver: Respect, there were plenty of questions going into this week's NXT what would be next for Bayley and the NXT Women's Championship. She cut a solid promo showing respect to Banks for her stellar performance only to be interrupted by Bliss, who declared herself next in line for a title shot. She may not be all there in the ring yet, but she's improved drastically on the mic and could be a fantastic foil to the ultra-popular Bayley. The best part about this solid segment? It was under five minutes! The main roster shows can learn a thing or two about how to kick off a wrestling show properly and effectively.
This Week's Low Points
· Seth Rollins vs. Kane: I've defended the Rollins and Kane feud in recent weeks because it's been enjoyable at times, but this was absolutely inexcusable. The silliness with The Authority not knowing what the main event of the show would be (because they weren't there) only for Kane to put himself in the Lumberjack match against Rollins was beyond predictable and lifeless. I almost would have been fine with it if it was Corporate Kane, but given that it was Demon Kane, it made zero sense because they gave away the WWE World Heavyweight Championship match people will pay to see at Hell in a Cell. What a waste.
· Roman Reigns vs. Braun Strowman: Not only was the match atrocious, but the pre-match promo from Reigns was even worse. Whoever thought it was a good idea to give Reigns a live mic in Chicago deserves to be fired. As for the match, the crowd sat on their hands for it. Strowman is still so green that he needs an opponent that can carry him to a decent outing and Reigns simply isn't that guy. Plus, why would you have him get beat by count-out? I knew going in that Reigns wasn't going to lose, so in that case, don't book the match at all!
· Charlotte and Becky Lynch vs. Brie Bella and Alicia Fox: I apologize in advance for sounding like a broken record, but this "Divas Revolution" as WWE has been calling it is a lost cause. Having two heels in Nikki Bella and Naomi face off was bad enough, but to hold this match and put the focus on Paige and Natalya at ringside was asinine. It's nice WWE has several stories going on in the division, but things get confusing once they start to overlap. And then Charlotte was pinned in clean fashion by Brie Bella.... with a dropkick. I'll save you the rant and say I've lost all faith in the Divas division.
· Ryback vs. Rusev: Ryback was the right guy to go over given he'll be contending for the Intercontinental Championship in a few weeks, but it was mind-boggling it came at the expense of Rusev. To make matters worse for the Bulgarian Brute, Summer Rae split up with him to blow off the awful angle by acknowledging the real life engagement of Rusev and Lana. That's some pretty lazy writing right there.
· Dolph Ziggler vs. Rusev: Yes, the storyline sunk to a new low on SmackDown when they got Ziggler involved again, did yet another match between the two and had Summer serve as the special guest referee. And as you could probably imagine, she cost Rusev the win. What a shocker! The stupidity didn't end there, though. After aiding Ziggler to victory, Summer told the bleached-blonde Superstar that they could still hook up if he wanted and they could be a power couple. Ziggler responded by saying he doesn't "play those games" with girls, completely ignoring the fact Lana used him to get back at Rusev months earlier and Lana "cheated" on him in storyline to get back together with him. End the agony now!
