Week of October 17, 2020

Match of the Week:
Kevin Owens vs. Aleister Black (Monday Night Raw, October 12)
I will be the first to admit that the storyline between Kevin Owens and Aleister Black has been sorely lacking since it started after SummerSlam. Initially, I was a fan of the feud because it gave both guys something to do, but it quickly became clear that even WWE didn't know where they were going with Black's heel turn. On the bright side, they seemingly wrapped up their rivalry on Raw in an absolutely awesome No Disqualification match. It wasn't your typical No DQ matchup, either, as they beat the crap out of each other and Owens in particular endured plenty of punishment. Ultimately, he secured the victory and ended his run on Raw on top as he makes the move over to SmackDown.
Superstar of the Week:
The New Day
After almost six years as a unit, The New Day are finally going their separate ways. It was excellently executed in that it was time for Big E to branch off on his own, but he didn't have to turn on Kofi Kingston and Xavier Woods in order for it to happen. Instead, they went off on a high note on Friday's SmackDown. The group had a stellar six-man tag team match with familiar goes Sheamus, Cesaro and Shinsuke Nakamura. Kingston and Woods also managed to successfully retain their Raw Tag Team Championship on Monday's Raw. It was a great week for New Day as they close out this chapter together.
Show of the Week:
Friday Night SmackDown, October 16
It's amazing how much better SmackDown has been lately compared to just a few months ago. I'm not sure what changed other than the roster being shaken up in the Draft (even though SmackDown was already superior to Raw well before recently), but I've been really digging the blue brand for the past month or two and this past Friday's "season premiere" was no exception. In addition to the well-worked Universal Championship main event and what came after it, this show featured The New Day's emotional farewell, a fun Lars Sullivan vs. Jeff Hardy match and a strong segment from Sasha Banks and Bayley. Overall, it served as a fine introduction for SmackDown's new crop of Superstars.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· 2020 WWE Draft Night 2: Much like Night 1, I really liked most of the moves that were made, where almost everyone ended up, and who went in what rounds. Of course, it was far from perfect and definitely had its fair share of flaws such as Raw selecting REITRBUTION despite them being an anarchist group, but it was a vast improvement over last week. As I've said before, I'm so happy we weren't subjected to shots of USA Network and FOX "executives" celebrating each pick.
· Seth Rollins vs. Jeff Hardy vs. AJ Styles: I'm pretty sure most fans would have considered this a WrestleMania main event five years ago when Hardy and Styles were still in other promotions. That's how much chemistry you think they'd have on pay-per-view, and while this wasn't a barn burner by any means, it was a very good Triple Threat match with great work from all involved. Elias returning after a long layoff to cost Hardy the victory was a nice touch, too.
· Roman Reigns vs. Braun Strowman: I wouldn't have thought about putting this in the "Highlights" column earlier this year, but they exceeded my expectations in the main event of Friday's SmackDown. It was exactly what it needed to be. Granted, I never once thought Strowman was walking out with the Universal Championship, but he and Reigns had a fun little sprint. Even better was what happened afterward with Reigns and Jey Uso. They continue to kill it in their storyline.
· Sasha Banks and Bayley: This was supposed to be a contract signing, though only Banks signed the contract. Nonetheless, this was excellent stuff from Banks and Bayley. Their feud has been all over the place since Bayley initially betrayed Banks over a month ago, but this was one of the stronger segments they've had together. This definitely got me more excited for their upcoming Hell in a Cell match for the SmackDown Women's Championship than I was going into this show.
· Damian Priest vs. Dexter Lumis: Lumis was supposed to be a part of the NXT North American Championship at TakeOver XXX back in August before he got hurt, so it made perfect sense for him to be afforded a shot at the title on this week's show. He hasn't been known for having instant classics as this character, but he had a super solid performance here against Priest, who in his own right has been knocking it out of the park for the past few months. This was a terrific main event.
This Week's Low Points
· Mandy Rose and Dana Brooke vs. Natalya and Lana: I was shocked WWE bothered to waste time putting these teams on Miz TV to hype up this match for later in the night on Raw, just because no one was going to care regardless what they did. Thankfully, Natalya dumped Lana after this, but the matchup itself was a total bore. I remain frustrated that WWE paired Rose off with Brooke when she was riding high following her huge SummerSlam victory over Sonya Deville.
· Andrade vs. Angel Garza: What we got from these two in the few minutes they had was good, but it was way too short to be as great as it could have been. They teamed for months, teased tension on and off, and had a blow-off here that was over in the blink of an eye. I didn't have much an issue with Garza winning because he has a ton of potential, but the future looks grim for Andrade, who not only lost swiftly to Garza but also went undrafted by Raw and SmackDown.
· Raw Women's Championship number one contender's Battle Royal: Is it just me or does Asuka feel extremely directionless at the moment s Raw Women's Champion? They determined her next contender via a dual-branded Battle Royal, yet it was won by Lana. I doubt anyone can take her seriously coming off the string of losses she's endured in recent months. Asuka needs a credible challenger she can benefit from beating. On paper, Asuka vs. Lana feels like a glorified squash.
· Seth Rollins, Daniel Bryan, Murphy and the Mysterios: This was a well-executed segment on the whole, but it's in the "Low Points" section for the sheer fact that the feud between Rollins, Murphy and the Mysterios isn't over yet. It's awful that WWE drafted an entire angle from one show to the other. I want to see Rollins vs. Murphy, but the Mysterios must move on. Thankfully, there was no sign of Aalyah, but I'm sure she'll resurface in this storyline sooner rather than later.
· The Street Profits vs. Dolph Ziggler and Robert Roode: While not an egregious "Low Point", there was no need for this to happen. Ziggler and Roode were fresh off a loss to The New Day on Monday's Raw, so they shouldn't have lost two title matches in the span of one week. Then again, Street Profits shouldn't have lost either, so instead of doing a non-finish within a matter of minutes, WWE would have been better off not doing the match at all and saving it for another time.
