Week of October 19, 2019
Match of the Week: Pete Dunne vs. Damian Priest - NXT, October 16
As talented as both guys are, I honestly didn't know what to expect from Pete Dunne vs. Damian Priest on this week's NXT. It was a weird mash of styles on paper, but it ended up being an absolute blast. Dunne was excellent as usual while Priest had his strongest showing on the black-and-gold brand to date. It was my favorite match of the night, which is impressive considering it happened on the same show as Keith Lee vs. Dominick Dijakovic. Better yet, Priest scored the rare singles victory over Dunne (albeit by nefarious means). I'm already looking forward to the rematch.
Superstar of the Week: Tegan Nox
If you weren't already familiar with Tegan Nox, you should be. She's been out of action for the better part of the past two years with ACL injuries but returned to the ring recently on NXT UK. She's finally made her way to NXT proper, and on Wednesday night, she showed the whole world why she's one of the best women's wrestlers out there when she made short work of Taynara Conti. The match itself wasn't anything special, but Nox shined in the short time it lasted for. She made it clear afterward that she has her sights set on the NXT Women's Championship.
Show of the Week: WWE NXT, October 16
Despite NXT being a somewhat weaker show on Wednesday than it has the past two weeks, it was still better than anything else WWE produced all week. A ton was advertised for the episode and all of it delivered: Tommaso Ciampa vs. Angel Garza was short and sweet, Tegan Nox was victorious in her in-ring return, Keith Lee and Dominick Dijakovic knocked it out of the park once again, and Pete Dunne and Damian Priest had a hell of a main event. I wasn't too fond of the filler in between, but at least the two hours are always interesting and never cease fly by.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Dolph Ziggler and Robert Roode vs. The Viking Raiders: I guess I should have expected a title change considering this took place on Night 2 of the 2019 WWE Draft, but it was a big moment when Viking Raiders won, nonetheless. It was one of the few times during Viking Raiders' main roster run that the crowd actually popped for the finish. They're finally getting over with the audience and it's cool to see. Now it's a question of whether they can maintain this momentum going forward. I really enjoyed the match itself and thought it was a great sendoff for Ziggler and Roode before they were drafted to SmackDown.
· Buddy Murphy vs. Cedric Alexander: Both of these guys should have bright futures on Raw, or at least I hope so. If Paul Heyman is as high on them as reports claim him to be, then there's no reason why they shouldn't be successful. At any rate, this was a super fun showcase for Murphy and Alexander. Both men need wins at the moment, mind you, but at least Alexander looked credible in defeat. Murphy had that short-lived push on SmackDown a few months ago, so here's hoping he fares better on Monday nights.
· Keith Lee vs. Dominik Dijakovic: Are these two even capable of producing any less than a remarkable match together? I'd argue no. Their chemistry is crazy good and I can watch them go at it forever. This felt different than all of their other encounters as they focused more on the storytelling. Before they could reach that next gear, Roderick Strong interfered and caused the contest to be thrown out. It was the type of finish you'd see on SmackDown or Raw, but at least NXT doesn't do it often.
· Imperium vs. Oney Lorcan and Danny Burch: As I've said before, I love that Lorcan and Burch have been all over NXT and 205 Live lately. Their matches never cease to entertain me, especially when they're in there with equally exciting opponents such as Fabian Aichner and Marcel Barthel. This was a very well wrestled match with both teams having excellent performances. It's cool to see Imperium continuing to make appearances on NXT even after WALTER vs. Kushida last week.
· Daniel Bryan and Roman Reigns vs. Shinsuke Nakamura and King Corbin: Reigns and Nakamura had a solid match for Intercontinental Championship evening in the evening on SmackDown, but the ending was predictable with Corbin interfering to set up the tag team main event for later on. That said, this was terrific stuff and the interactions between Bryan and Nakamura were especially outstanding. I'm really looking to them potentially feuding over the Intercontinental title. It's been many years in the making and should be a blast. Meanwhile, the jury is still out on Reigns vs. Corbin. They didn't have the most amazing matches on Raw, so time will tell if their rivalry the second go-around will be any better. For their sake, I hope it is.
· Six-Pack Challenge: With Bayley recently turning heel and Ember Moon out injured, SmackDown needed a new top babyface in the women's division, and the brand's newest star Nikki Cross fills that void nicely. This was a quality Six-Pack Challenge where everyone got a chance to shine at various points and featured the right winner, though it feels like it's too soon for the Bayley vs. Cross rivalry to be revisited.
This Week's Low Points
· WWE Draft Night 2: I included Night 1 of the 2019 WWE Draft in the "Highlights" column last week, just because most of the picks made sense and the order of selections was largely logical. Unfortunately, the Draft fell off a cliff with Night 2 on Monday. Free agents from Friday were getting drafted, big names went undrafted until the final two rounds, and the backstage reactions from the USA Network and FOX "executives" felt forced and unnatural. More free agents were drafted by Raw and SmackDown days later without any explanation. Fingers crossed WWE actually sticks to the Brand Split this time around instead of ignoring its rules.
· The Kabuki Warriors vs. Natalya and Lacey Evans: None of this made any sense in the slightest. Natalya and Evans spent a month and a half feuding, and then out of nowhere, Natalya recruited Evans to be her partner against Asuka and Kairi Sane on this week's Raw. Worse yet, there was nothing special about the bout and served zero purpose aside from giving Kabuki Warriors another win. Thank the lord Natalya and Evans are on separate shows now, which means we won't be seeing any more of their "alliance" going forward.
· Seth Rollins "hunts" The Fiend: This started off as a nice hook for the rest of Raw on Monday night, but the payoff was weak. I could have sworn that the idea was that the Firefly Fun House was inside Wyatt's own mind, so Rollins actually going to Firefly Fun House and burning it down hurt its mystique. Not only that, Rollins came across like a total heel while he was doing this. If he wasn't going to get booed after Hell in a Cell, he almost certainly will now. If it were up to me, I would book a double turn with him and Wyatt at Crown Jewel.
· Braun Strowman vs. Drew Gulak: I feared that this would happen when Gulak was drafted to SmackDown, and sure enough, he was given the jobber treatment on Friday. Gulak has been doing tremendous work on 205 Live for most of 2019, and while I realize his reign as Cruiserweight Champion was probably the peak of his push, the least WWE could have done with him was make him a midcarder. WWE having him get squashed by Strowman was a complete waste.
· Shorty G: There have been rumors of Gable getting a new name for months, and on SmackDown, he officially adopted the Shorty G moniker. His said during his promo that he prefers to "embrace" his height, which would've been acceptable if he didn't start calling himself Shorty G. I have hope he can make the most of this gimmick and overcome it, but it's going to be tough with a name like that. Why can't WWE just let the guy go out there and do his thing in the ring? He's great with comedy as well, but wrestling is his strong suit and that would be the key to getting him over. This Shorty G nonsense will only cause fans to take him less seriously. We'll see where they'll go with it, but I'm not optimistic WWE is all of a sudden going to make him a star now that he's Shorty G.
· 205 Live: This show feels like a lost cause at this point. Most of the Cruiserweight division was gutted by the Draft, and as a result, this week's episode of 205 Live featured the scraps of what's left. There's some talented dudes in there and the matches were fine, but bringing in guys from NXT to fill the void is a temporary solution to a bigger problem. They might as well merge the division with NXT already.
