Week of October 1, 2016
Match of the Week: AJ Styles vs. Dean Ambrose - SmackDown Live, September 27
First and foremost, I loved the idea of holding a WWE World Championship match on SmackDown Live. They are far and few between, and although WWE could have played it up as a bigger deal throughout the night, I was glad they advertised the championship clash between AJ Styles and Dean Ambrose one week in advance. There's a pretty good chance that their latest encounter on SmackDown was better than the bout they contested at Backlash, and that's certainly saying something. They just have such strong in-ring chemistry together and this was another excellent matchup from them. Ambrose is just so stellar in chase mode while Styles continues to kill it as the slimy heel that will take every out necessary to retain his title. John Cena's inadvertent interference should further tease tension between himself and Ambrose. 

Superstar of the Week: The New Day
I honestly never thought we would see the day where Paul London and Brian Kendrick's near-year long reign as WWE Tag Team Champions would be broken. Alas, The New Day have not only broken the record, they've shattered it! They achieved that accolade months ago. Now, they have their sights set on surpassing the 478 day reign of Demolition, and they are one step closer to doing so following their back-to-back successful title defenses from this past week. Firstly, they overcame The Club in an entertaining opener at Clash of Champions, but cheated to win. Thus, The Club were granted  yet another opportunity the next night on Raw, and once again fell short of victory. New Day have brought the tag team division to new heights during their stint as champs, but now the question must be asked: Who could possibly take those titles from them? 

Show of the Week: WWE SmackDown Live, September 27
I should probably just rename this category the "SmackDown Award of the Week" because I have a feeling SmackDown Live will be winning it almost every week from here on out. You would think NXT would give the blue brand a run for its money, and it does at times, but their shows can be hit or miss most weeks. SmackDown, on the other hand, has been consistently entertaining since the return of the Brand Split in late July. Their roster may be limited, but they are more than making the most of who they have and everyone is shining as a result. That was the case yet again this past week with an excellent episode featuring an awesome WWE World Championship main event, more mind games from Bray Wyatt and Randy Orton, The Miz and Dolph Ziggler having a hell of a promo, the women doing well, and so much more. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Cesaro vs. Sheamus: In my mind, there is little doubt that Cesaro and Sheamus had the match of the night at Clash of Champions. I knew it was possible, but I honestly didn't think it would happen. I assumed they would save the best for last in their Best of 7 Series and they definitely did by going out to the ring and forcing everyone else to follow them. They pushed each other to their absolute limits, though I will say the suicide dive from Cesaro was cringe-worthy and absolutely unnecessary. That's how careers are shortened. Anyway, I still don't know what to make of Cesaro and Sheamus joining forces, but we'll see where it goes.
· Charlotte vs. Sasha Banks vs. Bayley: While it wasn't the greatest main roster women's match I've seen all year, this was a damn good match and an excellent effort from all three women involved. There was never a dull moment as they kept the pace consistent throughout. I've complained about the booking of the women on Raw quite a bit in the past month, but you can always count on them to deliver when that bell rings. Charlotte retaining was obviously the right move to keep both babyfaces in chase mode for a while longer.
· Sami Zayn vs. Chris Jericho: I knew these guys could have a hell of a match at Clash of Champions and I enjoyed every minute of it. The matchup was by no means perfect, but they worked very well together, found fun chemistry and put together a great contest in the time they were allotted. I didn't have an issue with Jericho going over because Zayn's ultimate underdog character benefits from losing, but why is this program being cut short? I understand if WWE wants to insert Jericho in the WWE Universal Championship picture, but Zayn is directionless, again. What a waste of talent.
· The Miz and Dolph Ziggler: Who ever thought that Miz and Ziggler would be responsible for the best rivalry at the moment in WWE despite already having feuded two years ago? Their segment on SmackDown was absolutely incredible with remarkable mic work from both guys. Ziggler's passionate promos are awesome and all, but they don't ever lead him to scoring the win when it matters most. I'm almost hoping he loses at No Mercy because Miz has been on a major roll.
· Hideo Itami vs. Lince Dorado: Perhaps it's just me, but it looks like Itami has been enjoying himself more in the ring and showing more charisma since returning two months ago. His popularity has increased as well and it's cool he's been building his momentum back up. Itami vs. Dorado was a blast while it lasted, and you could only imagine how much better it would have been had they competed in the Cruiserweight Classic against one another where there weren't any limits. Meanwhile, Austin Aries has been fantastic as a heel and the feud was furthered nicely following this matchup with Aries attacking Itami from behind only to flee from the ring.
This Week's Low Points
· Roman Reigns vs. Rusev: Reigns and Rusev had a pretty good match at Clash of Champions. Although it wasn't on the same level as their encounter from before SummerSlam, I enjoyed it for what it was. I didn't even have a problem with Reigns winning the belt because I figured it would happen eventually, just maybe not at this point because the timing felt off. Rather, these two are in the "Low Points" column this week for their beyond boring match at the start of Raw. I'm always open to matches kicking off the show, but this simply killed any interest I had left in the feud, though I'm sure they'll be blowing it off inside Hell in a Cell next month. Ugh.
· The Club: When Luke Gallows and Karl Anderson initially arrived on the WWE scene back in April, there was plenty of excitement surrounding their debut. It didn't take WWE long to knock them down a few pegs by having them lose a bunch of meaningless matches, and breaking them off from AJ Styles was the worst thing that could have happened to them. Coming up short against The New Day both at Clash of Champions and on Raw solidifies them as the biggest losers in WWE today. All hope might be lost at this point, sadly.
· Kevin Owens and Chris Jericho vs. Enzo Amore and Big Cass: I enjoyed The Highlight Reel and the subsequent tag team match, but without anything at stake and with zero storyline significance, it was total throwaway. I suppose Seth Rollins was still hurt from Clash of Champions, hence why his role was limited on Monday night. Thus, we were subjected to this formulaic tag team match that didn't further anything, and the last feeling you want fans to have is that their time has been wasted. Also, whatever happened to Enzo and Cass' program with The Shining Stars and why wasn't it resolved?
· T.J. Perkins vs. Tony Nese: The match was very well-wrestled and the in-ring action was entertaining, but it's hard to blame the crowd for being so quiet during these Cruiserweight matches because they know next to nothing about these guys. It will take time for them to develop their characters. What I can blame the crowd for, however, is chanting for CM Punk and Randy Savage and whatever the hell else. That was downright stupid and not necessary in the slightest.
· The Authors of Pains vs. local athletes: Another week passes by with an Authors of Pain squash match and they are still the same characters that they were four months ago. At long last, Paul Ellering cut a promo afterward, but all he said was to keep waiting, and that was it! I love his addition to the act, but if he isn't doing anything, then what's the point? They truly are devolving into what The Ascension used to be in NXT. They had a solid start, but ever since the feud with American Alpha wrapped up, they have done nothing of note. I'm almost at the point where I'm fast-forwarding through their matches because they all blend together.
