Week of October 22, 2016
Match of the Week: Seth Rollins vs. Chris Jericho - Raw, October 17
It was a pretty newsworthy week in the world of WWE from Goldberg's return to Raw and Roderick Strong's shocking debut on NXT, yet it was relatively light on in-ring action. Or at least any matches that stood out as special to me, anyway. The sole match between Raw, SmackDown Live and NXT that I thought was above-average was none other than Seth Rollins vs. Chris Jericho, which took place at the start of Monday night's show. Sure, it was a rematch from the week prior, but they have such great chemistry together that it's hard to complain. Jericho continues to prove how he can still go even in the twilight of his career, while Rollins is settling nicely into his new babyface role. Rollins winning yet again was a bit of a surprise, but it did set up a Triple Threat match next week also involving Kevin Owens. Why isn't that happening at Hell in a Cell? 

Superstar of the Week: Goldberg
I honestly never thought I would see the day that Goldberg returned to WWE. Even when I saw him live and in person at a wrestling event a little over a year ago, I figured the chances of him ever coming back were slim to none. Well, here we are in 2016 and he has officially resurfaced on Raw. I hoped the Denver crowd wouldn't give him a lackluster reaction like past audiences had for Batista and Bret Hart. Not only did they remember him, they worshiped Goldberg! He entered to a tremendous pop and the "Goldberg!" chants that could be heard throughout the building gave me goosebumps. The Myth has never been the greatest talker in the world, but he cut a heartfelt promo about how happy he was to be back, and his challenge to Brock Lesnar was well delivered. Now I find myself anxiously anticipating their upcoming battle. You're next! 

Show of the Week: WWE SmackDown Live, October 18
As you probably guessed, SmackDown Live is taking the award once again for "Show of the Week," but the blue brand didn't win by a land slide. SmackDown was good on the whole this week, but nothing too amazing. Meanwhile, it's difficult to call Raw a bad show when Goldberg returned after a dozen years in a sensational segment and Chris Jericho and Seth Rollins had an excellent match. But everything else was filler. NXT was solid as well, but the build to TakeOver: Toronto is just heating up. At any rate, SmackDown had its fair share of highlights on Tuesday night including a fun little WWE World Championship match between AJ Styles and James Ellsworth, two awesome women's segments/matches, and an enjoyable six-man tag team match to top it all off. SmackDown continues to make the most of the two hours its allotted. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Charlotte and Sasha Banks sit-down interviews: I couldn't tell you the last time they took this approach with the women (on television, anyway), and it was so refreshing. Admittedly, Charlotte's interview was better because she has really come into her own as a heel, but Banks was good, too. It made the match feel like a big deal, which it is considering it will be the first women's Hell in a Cell match ever. But is it necessary for them to continue to remind us of that, though? They should be focusing more on the dangers of stepping inside Satan's Structure and how it could end either one of their careers. That said, they still have one week to accomplish that.
· AJ Styles vs. James Ellsworth: I get the feeling that people will either love this angle or despise it, but I've been digging it for as long as it has lasted. I could do without Dean Ambrose's constant interference, but I guess that would have made it a squash in Styles' favor. The superkick spot (i.e. the "No Chin Music") was excellent and a cool moment for Ellsworth, who came close to winning the title. Ellsworth winning by disqualification seems to mean they will be going forward with him, so I'm glad he'll be likely kept around in some capacity.
· Nikki Bella and Carmella: I'm not sure about anyone else, but I have loved this feud since the start and it has gotten me invested in both Nikki and Carmella. They were given quite a bit of time to go out to the ring and further their feud in a meaningful way and I thought they did so very effectively. Nikki's relationship with John Cena had never been brought up on Raw or SmackDown prior to that point, so that was an interesting wrinkle. Their No Mercy match didn't light the world on fire, but I am looking forward to them blowing this rivalry off in an extreme rules match of some sort.
· Dolph Ziggler, Heath Slater and Rhyno vs. The Miz and The Spirit Squad: There isn't much I can say about this bout other than I was thoroughly entertained by it. All six Superstars worked together very well and I liked how the heels went over with Kenny Dykstra pinning Slater. That should set them up for a SmackDown Tag Team Championship match soon. Regardless of how long he and Mikey are around for, they have been a sweet addition to Miz's act so far.
· Bobby Roode vs. Sean Maluta: Okay, so the match was pretty standard stuff, but I included this in the "Highlights" column for a few reasons. First of all, Roode comes off like an absolute star every time he makes his entrance. That isn't anything new, but it shocks me he isn't already main roster bound. Secondly, this Roode and Tye Dillinger program has been built up nicely over the past month and Dillinger showed fantastic fire when he came down to brawl with Roode afterward. Their match has been made official for TakeOver: Toronto, and considering the event will emanate from Canada (where both of them are from), it should be a blast.
This Week's Low Points
· Mark Henry and The Golden Truth vs. Titus O'Neil and The Shining Stars: Maybe they explained the reasoning behind this match while I wasn't paying attention, but either way, as one could probably tell, I couldn't have cared less. The Golden Truth annoy me to no end. The Shining Stars bore me to tears. Putting them in the same ring together is pure death. Meanwhile, O'Neil's new gimmick (whatever it is supposed to be) won't get over as long as he is losing every match he competes in. Lastly, why bother bringing back Henry for inconsequential garbage such as this? His sporadic appearances might actually mean something if he was used properly.
· Bo Dallas vs. Neville: It kind of is sad when you think about how these two headlined the first ever NXT live special in a Ladder match two and a half years ago and then look at where they are now. Dallas has been treading water for years, and Neville has never had any sense of direction. I assumed this would be an easy win for him, but apparently Creative is more focused on pushing Dallas right now. He's a fine talent, but it's hard to take him seriously when he's parading around the ring with a stupid sign every week.
· Big Cass vs. Karl Anderson: I was completely content with the idea of a program between these two teams to keep them busy for the foreseeable future, but this match was total throwaway. Why does WWE think fans will view The Club as legitimate threats when all they do is lose? Every time they have attacked a team, whether it was The Usos, The New Day or Enzo Amore and Cass, they have a match and end up coming up short. What's worse is that they had the potential to be big when they initially arrived on the scene, but it's been all downhill since they parted ways with AJ Styles.
· Randy Orton vs. Luke Harper: This could have been a really good match without all the hocus pocus involved. Originally, I was excited for an Orton vs. Bray Wyatt feud, but now I'm regretting it because their segments have been beyond corny and the matches have been lackluster at best. And now Kane interjecting himself into the angle won't help matters, either. If this is headed toward a Casket match, God save us all. That will surely put viewers to sleep.
· Curt Hawkins vs. Apollo Crews: WWE delaying Hawkins' in-ring re-debut was a sign that he wasn't going to be a top priority on SmackDown. When he refused to wrestle Crews on this week's show and simply walked out, I gave up hope on the gimmick. Eva Marie did the same thing a mere matter of months ago and it worked for her because fans genuinely disliked her. Hawkins, on the other hand, fans have no reason to care about him at the moment. Instead of booing him for not wrestling, they will instead sit on their hands. Hawkins' greatest strength is his in-ring ability, but if he won't be having matches any time soon, I doubt this character will pan out.
