Week of October 28, 2017
Match of the Week: Finn Balor vs. AJ Styles - TLC, October 22
It sucks that Bray Wyatt had to go down with an illness for TLC to be a better show, but I think it's safe to say that few fans were looking forward to Finn Balor's previously scheduled match against "Sister Abigail." Granted, I would have liked Balor vs. AJ Styles to be built up over a long period of time, but it was an outstanding outing, nonetheless. Hell, the crowd was chanting "This is awesome!" before the bell even rang! They definitely lived up to the lofty expectations by delivering a dream match for the ages. The "two sweet" shared by the both of them afterward was just that, too. 

Superstar of the Week: AJ Styles
For the first time in nearly a year and a half, the latest Superstar of the Week earned this award by competing on three straight shows: TLC, Raw and SmackDown Live. Yes, despite being a SmackDown star, AJ Styles pulled triple duty after it was determined that Bray Wyatt wouldn't be able to wrestle at the pay-per-view. As discussed in detail above, he and Finn Balor contested an exceptional match that stole the show before scoring a win in six-man tag team action on the next night's Raw. He topped off his phenomenal win by beating Sunil Singh on SmackDown Tuesday night. 

Show of the Week: WWE TLC, October 22
It's amazing how so much can change in such a short span of time. TLC was shaping up to be a pretty forgettable show before changes were made to the card last Friday night, and in the end, the event was better than expected thanks to two memorable matches (AJ Styles vs. Finn Balor and the TLC main event). Everything else was relatively solid, so while it won't be in the running for Show of the Year, I enjoyed it for what it was. Sadly, the same can not be said for Raw and SmackDown Live this week, as I didn't think either show was successful in getting me excited for Survivor Series. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Kurt Angle, Dean Ambrose and Seth Rollins vs. The Miz, Sheamus, Cesaro, Braun Strowman and Kane: Angle returning to the ring on short notice was certainly a surprise. Similar to AJ Styles facing Finn Balor in a dream match at TLC, I would have preferred if it was a result a lengthy storyline, but Angle wrestling at all is a treat. Admittedly, I was a bit disappointed he didn't come out in the singlet, but he did look good in the beginning of the bout as well as the end when he hit his signature spots. The match was a bit of a mess, but it was enjoyable on the whole despite the long lull in the middle with the garbage truck.
· Dean Ambrose, Seth Rollins and AJ Styles vs. The Miz, Sheamus and Cesaro: From an in-ring standpoint, this was an excellent match that received plenty of time and kicked off the show on a high note. It was the perfect follow-up to the events that occurred at TLC, but I could have done without Styles wrestling here. Sure, he resurfaced later on in the evening as part of the SmackDown Live invasion, but I really wish they would do more to establish Raw and SmackDown as rivals. Nonetheless, this was extremely entertaining.
· Mickie James and Alexa Bliss: While I don't think James and Bliss have ever had the greatest in-ring chemistry, they put together solid match at TLC that the audience was unfortunately quiet for. They did come alive in the final few minutes, but Bliss retaining her title was never in doubt. That said, I'm glad the rivalry resumed on Raw and James will probably be getting another shot at the strap in the near future. She shouldn't have lost as decisively as she did, but at least she won't be back to being an enhancement talent just yet. Their Raw segment kept James in the title picture.
· Randy Orton vs. Sami Zayn: It would have made no sense if Zayn and Kevin Owens showed up to aid Shane McMahon during his invasion of Raw on Monday, and that was addressed during Zayn's SmackDown segment with Shane. The main event with Orton and Zayn was very well-wrestled and having something at stake helped as well. Zayn has been such a spectacular heel in recent weeks that I wouldn't worry about him not being on Team SmackDown.
· The New Day vs. Chad Gable and Shelton Benjamin: These are the two biggest babyface tandems on SmackDown Live, so I didn't think WWE would give this away on television so soon. Then again, the tag team scene doesn't exactly have a ton of depth at the moment and there are only so many pairings Gable and Benjamin can face before they challenge for the SmackDown Tag Team Championship. Speaking of which, it was wise of WWE to give Gable and Benjamin the victory here so they will feel like credible contenders when they eventually clash with The Usos for the belts. It was a nice little match while it lasted that didn't hurt New Day with Gable and Benjamin being opportunists.
· Roderick Strong vs. Andrade "Cien" Almas: I personally loved the match these two had at TakeOver: San Antonio earlier this year, so I was looking forward to their rematch on this show. As expected, it was a fun matchup and Almas coming out on top gets him another step closer to the NXT Championship.
This Week's Low Points
· Asuka vs. Emma: The two matches Asuka had with Emma weren't bad by any means, but they failed at what they set out to do: make Asuka feel special upon her arrival to the main roster. How much sense does it make to give Emma almost all of the offense considering she struggled to get television time a few months ago? I would have been fine with them contesting a competitive match down the road, but Asuka really should have dominated Emma with ease at TLC as well as on Raw. That isn't to say she's already ruined, but she should be booked to be a more dominant threat going forward, similar to her run in NXT.
· Kalisto vs. Enzo Amore: The Lumberjack match Kalisto and Enzo had on Raw earlier this month was enjoyable because of the involvement from the rest of the Cruiserweights, so I wasn't too surprised this match was a total dud at TLC. Enzo regaining the gold, which was what needed to happen, was pretty predictable, but fans couldn't care less about Kalisto. Their title rematch two days later on 205 Live was even worse as the crowd sat on their hands for it and the disqualification finish was anticlimactic, keeping this lame  feud alive.
· Finn Balor vs. Kane: I saw Balor's big victory over AJ Styles at TLC as a sign that he was being groomed for an opportunity at the Universal Championship, which is currently in the possession of Brock Lesnar. He looked more like a threat to The Beast Incarnate following that match, but sadly, any momentum Balor gained was tarnished when he lost clean to Kane on Raw. I'm well aware that WWE wants to make Kane look strong ahead of his feud with Braun Strowman, but he could have beat anyone else on the roster where it wouldn't have mattered. Balor was the wrong guy for the job.
· Bayley vs. Sasha Banks vs. Alicia Fox: The fact Fox won didn't bother me too much considering the captain role has no meaning whatsoever. Rather, this Triple Threat match winds up in the "Low Points" column because it was below-average and I'm simply sick of seeing multi-woman matches on Raw, SmackDown Live and even NXT. None of this was well-wrestled at all and several awkward spots contributed to this being total throwaway and a waste of time in my opinion.
· SmackDown Live invades Raw: I'm definitely in the minority, but I was not at all a fan of what happened at the conclusion of Raw on Monday night. Fans are supposed to believe that the blue brand banded together for one night only to take the fight to Raw, only to go back to their regular roles the very next night. The execution was fine, granted, but it would have meant so much more if WWE actually made an attempt to give viewers the impression that Raw and SmackDown have bad blood. That likely hasn't been the case since last year's installment of Survivor Series. Plus, with nothing being up for grabs in these interpromotional matchups, I'm not sure why anyone should care about them.
· Baron Corbin vs. Sin Cara: If WWE is trying to legitimize Cara as a contender to the United States Championship, they aren't doing a great job. Yes, he has now beat Corbin twice now, but both times were in fluky fashion. I like Corbin's aggressive streak, but losing his first two matches as champion does not send the right message.
