WEEK OF OCTOBER 4, 2014
MATCH OF THE WEEK: ADRIAN NEVILLE VS. TYSON KIDD - NXT, OCTOBER 2
I dare you to find me a bad match between Adrian Neville and Tyson Kidd. Couldn't find one? Exactly. They are simply incapable of having anything less of a stellar match and their latest encounter on NXT was no exception. After pinning Neville in tag team action recently, Kidd earned himself another shot at the NXT Championship. However, as made clear by NXT General Manager William Regal, this would be Kidd's final shot at the gold while Neville is in possession of it if he were to come up short. Thus, the stakes were high and both competitors put it all on the line. The action was exciting from bell to bell and neither guy held anything back. Titus O'Neil attempted to interject himself into the contest at one point only to be shut down by Sami Zayn. Neville retained the title by the skin of his teeth, shooting a look toward Zayn to close off the show. The post-match announcement of Kidd never getting another title match was a nice touch as well. 

SUPERSTAR OF THE WEEK: TYSON KIDD
It's been a spectacle to watch Tyson Kidd rejuvenate his career over the last several months and his immense potential was on full display this past week. Kidd has come off like a jerk more often than not on Total Divas, so it only made sense for him to not pay any attention to Rosa Mendes' match against Layla on Raw. I mean, who would? The next night on Main Event, Kidd was put in his first main roster match as a singles competitor against Kofi Kingston. The two contested a good match and, surprisingly enough, Kidd came out on the winning end. To top it all off, Kidd had a very strong showing against NXT Champion Adrian Neville on Thursday night's NXT show. Granted, he didn't win the title, but it's clear he has a bright future if WWE actually utilizes him. 

SHOW OF THE WEEK: WWE NXT, OCTOBER 2
Yep, it was one of those weeks where Raw is mediocre enough that NXT won the award with ease. Is anyone honestly surprised? NXT, unlike Raw or SmackDown, is entertaining on a consistent basis. Granted, it's a way different beast in the sense that it's only an hour, but it amazes me I'm more excited or NXT than I am for most of the main roster programs most weeks. Raw and SmackDown were decent at best, but there was a lot to like about NXT on Thursday night. The opening match between NXT Women's Champion Charlotte and Bayley over the title was very good and far better than anything the women of Raw and SmackDown have done in a long time (that's more on the Creative Team than it is the talent). The main event between Adrian Neville and Tyson Kidd was also excellent even though we've seen it a handful of times before. The main roster Superstars (and the writing team) can learn a thing or two from watching NXT. Seriously. 

OTHER NOTABLE HIGHLIGHTS AND LOW POINTS
THIS WEEK'S HIGHLIGHTS
· Dolph Ziggler vs. The Miz vs. Cesaro: There have been far too many televised title defenses (and title changes) lately for this to pack a punch, but I can't complain about a great Triple Threat match involving three excellent workers. They all worked well together and pulled together an enjoyable, quick-paced bout. The ending also kept Cesaro looking strong and allows the feud between him and Ziggler to resume. I assume that's still the plan even though they didn't confront each other on Main Event or SmackDown.
· Big Show vs. Rusev: I don't if their eventual match will deliver, but the feud between these two so far has been good. They aren't hitting home runs every week, but the crowd is obviously anxious to see Rusev finally get his and they hope Show will be the one to put an end to his reign of terror. I have my fingers crossed that Rusev will go over in the end, but at least most fans seemingly care about this rivalry despite it not looking appealing on paper.
· Bo Dallas vs. Mark Henry: After what happened on Raw, I contemplated putting this in the "Low Points" column, but the events that occurred on Main Event changed my mind. I really wish Dallas was being used better, but I was glad to see him win both matches against Henry. It would've meant so much more if he was still undefeated in singles competition. Meanwhile, Henry's imminent heel turn was nicely teased and I'm glad to see him going back to where he's most comfortable. Let's just hope it means we're not in for another feud between him and Big Show. Anything but that!
· Jack Swagger vs. Cesaro: There wasn't much meaning behind their Main Event meeting, but it was still a superb match that was given great time. The fact they have history together also added to the matchup and the right person in Cesaro went over. Swagger still has a lot left in him as a babyface, so I'd like to see him in a stable feud with someone not named Bo Dallas sooner rather than later.
· Charlotte vs. Bayley: It's hard to say whether this match or their Takeover encounter was better, but it was still a very good match from the ladies that beat the hell out of anything the main roster Divas have done as of late. That's not a knock on AJ Lee, Paige or any other talented woman on the main roster; it's just that Creative obviously doesn't know how to utilize them correctly. Bayley's shortcomings will make her eventual title win mean that much more in the end.
THIS WEEK'S LOW POINTS
· John Cena and Dean Ambrose vs. Randy Orton and Kane: You knew this match was bound to happen at some point after the singles matches last week on Raw, but to hold this match twice in the week (once on Raw, once on SmackDown) is unoriginal and obnoxious. Both bouts were mostly decent, but the fact they both had disqualification finishes annoyed me to no end. Enough with the non-finishes to main event matches already! The only positive that came out of this was tension being teased between Cena and Ambrose.
· Hulk Hogan's appearance: Being the Hulkamanic that I am, I looked forward to Hogan appearing on Raw this week when it was announced earlier in the day. I'm not going to say I was disappointed by it, but I will say it left something to be desired. As an ambassador for WWE, I understand it's his duty to promote whatever they want him to promote, but it'd be nice if they used him to further a storyline in a meaningful way every once in a while.
· Sheamus vs. Damien Sandow: The ending outcome was never in question, so what was the point? The match was fine for what it was, but it made zero sense to follow it up with a tag team match on SmackDown since the heels already lost on Raw. Sheamus has been so directionless as United States Champion it's ridiculous. Yes, he's a former WWE and World Heavyweight Champion, but he's done next to nothing with that strap and it'd be better to take it off him and put it on someone who could actually benefit from it. At the very least they could turn him heel, but that doesn't look to be in the cards at the moment, unfortunately.
· Layla vs. Rosa Mendes: The cross promotion between Raw and Total Divas is so flawed because everything they're fighting over was taped months ago and is no longer relevant even though it recently aired. Needless to say, this was a horrendous match. Did you expect anything less given that Rosa Mendes was involved? And she lost again. Again, that comes as a surprise to no one.
· Los Matadores vs. Slater Gator: Anything involving a bunny, a bull or a gator is automatically put in the "Low Points" column. It's so stupid and it wouldn't be as bad if the product was in a better state right now. All it is is filler, and terrible filler at that. I don't know if even the kids are finding this garbage funny. It's more designed to make Vince McMahon laugh than the audience. By that point, you know it's bad. In a nutshell, there was a bunny, a bull and a gator in a wrestling ring on Raw. Need I say more?
