Week of October 7, 2017
Match of the Week: The Miz vs. Roman Reigns: Intercontinental Championship Match - Raw, October 2
In a short span of time, Intercontinental Champion The Miz has become an important focal point on Monday Night Raw, and while Brock Lesnar is absent from WWE TV, it can be argued that he is the top title holder on the flagship show. It certainly felt that way this week when he defended his prestigious prize in a great match with Roman Reigns. I appreciated how Reigns disposed of The Miztourage early, so when it was just Miz and Reigns, they worked wonderfully together. Of course, The Bar interfered and abruptly ended the match, but it was a treat while it lasted. 

Superstar of the Week: Kevin Owens
Kevin Owens has always been an outstanding heel, but he has been especially despicable in recent weeks during his feud with Shane McMahon. This week was no exception as he took the fight to the SmackDown Live commissioner and brawled with him all around the arena. After attacking him by a merchandise stand, he continued the assault in the ring and laid him out with a pop-up powerbomb, effectively sending the message that he isn't one to be overlooked any longer. Will that result in a victory at Hell in a Cell this Sunday? 

Show of the Week: WWE NXT, October 4
Although we have Hell in a Cell coming up this Sunday, I can't say SmackDown Live on Tuesday did the greatest job of getting me excited for the event. On paper, it has the potential to be a solid show, but the blue brand is limping to the finish line after their poor performance this past week. While Raw wasn't much better, NXT remains my favorite WWE program to watch each week with another enjoyable episode on Wednesday night. The NXT Championship match between Drew McIntyre and Roderick Strong as well as Lio Rish's debut highlighted the show, but essentially everything was entertaining. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Seth Rollins vs. Braun Strowman: These two haven't crossed paths a ton over the last year, so this felt fresh and was an exciting way to kick off Raw. The David vs. Goliath dynamic that they had was a blast to watch and Strowman didn't take too much offense from him before ultimately going over in clean fashion. With Strowman also attacking Dean Ambrose afterward, I assumed that would have led to Strowman aligning with Sheamus and Cesaro to face a reunited Shield at TLC, but it appears The Miz will be filling that role instead. That said, where does this leave The Monster Among Men heading into the pay-per-view?
· Mickie James vs. Nia Jax: I saw a fair share of criticism for this match online, but I personally enjoyed it. You never know what you're going to get with a Nia Jax match, but I thought James brought the best out of her, even if they seemed to follow the same formula that Rollins and Strowman did with their outing. The important thing was that James wasn't completely dominated by Jax and it looked like James was on the verge of victory prior to Alexa Bliss' interference. It's nice to see James spotlighted for a change.
· The New Day and The Usos: Aside from Kevin Owens and Shane McMahon, this has been my favorite storyline on SmackDown Live in recent months because they have such spectacular chemistry together. Not only are all of their matches remarkable, but their promos are excellent as well and they did a damn good job of building toward their Hell in a Cell match with their final verbal exchange on Tuesday night. I honestly have no idea who will be walking away as SmackDown Tag Team Champions, which is part of the appeal of that matchup for me.
· Drew McIntyre vs. Roderick Strong: After their previous outing was cut short prior to TakeOver: Brooklyn III, I was looking forward to the rematch between McIntyre and Strong and they definitely delivered with the NXT Championship on the line. Both men put forth phenomenal performances and the hard-hitting in-ring action was entertaining as well. I'm curious as to whether Strong will join up with The Undisputed Era coming off this loss based off the post-mach tease.
· Aleister Black vs. Lio Rush: First and foremost, I have yet to officially mention it in this forum, but I am thrilled that Rush is now a part of WWE's developmental system. He built up an unbelievable reputation for himself on the independent scene and I have no doubt that he will thrive in NXT. While I was anticipating his debut match against Black on NXT, I actually liked the approach that was taken instead with The Velveteen Dream attacking Rush to ensure the contest never came to fruition. I'm sure we'll get it eventually, but more importantly, it put heat on Dream and furthered his feud with Black heading into their likely match at TakeOver next month.
This Week's Low Points
· Kalisto joins the Cruiserweight division: Don't get me wrong, Kalisto being added to the division is definitely what's best for him by this point, but the whole execution of the reveal at the end of Raw this week was dreadful. First of all, I'm not sure why this didn't happen months ago, because by now, no one cares about him. Secondly, fans were hopeful that it would be someone big, such as Hideo Itami, Rey Mysterio or another notable name. It was pretty sad that WWE had to give Kalisto his old entrance music back on 205 Live the next night because his newer song didn't elicit a reaction. I doubt he will make much of a difference.
· Elias vs. Titus O'Neil: I included Elias' back-to-back matches with Apollo Crews last week in the "Low Points" column because they did nothing for Crews, but this simply wasn't good whatsoever. O'Neil has been a manager for Crews for several months, so he had less of a chance of beating Elias than Crews did. On the bright side, Elias scored another victory and maintained his momentum in the process, but I could have done without O'Neil struggling to work his way through a three minute match. To their credit, at least they tried.
· Sasha Banks and Bayley vs. Emma and Alicia Fox: While there wasn't anything technically wrong with this match, it caused the third hour of Raw to drag due to how needlessly long it was. The in-ring work was fine, but I'm confused as to what this Banks and Bayley alliance is supposed to be leading to. I assumed they would tease tension here, but instead, it was Emma who walked out on Fox. If those two will be feuding going forward, then I couldn't care less, and even if a No. 1 Contender's match is set to take place at TLC, why would anyone buy Emma and Fox as believable threats?
· Jinder Mahal attacks Shinsuke Nakamura: It's been well-documented that I haven't been a huge fan of this feud so far, but this was an abysmal way of attempting to sell viewers on the WWE Championship match coming up at Hell in a Cell. Since Mahal vs. Nakamura won't be taking place inside Satan's Structure, what is supposed to make people think that The Singh Brothers won't interfere again? As I've said time and time, the Mahal experiment as WWE Champion needs to end.
· Baron Corbin vs. Tye Dillinger: From an in-ring standpoint, this was a decent enough match, but everything about this program for the United States Championship has been confusing as hell. This match should have given Corbin a convincing win ahead of challenging for the star-spangled prize at Hell in a Cell, but rather, he lost in clean fashion to Dillinger. It would be one thing if Dillinger was going for the gold, too, but as of this writing, he isn't, so that outcome was completely illogical. For some strange reason, WWE doesn't want Corbin to get over as heel, so they have booked him to look like a loser in recent months. It boggles my mind after the roll he was on earlier this year.
