WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 14, 2013
MATCH OF THE WEEK: RANDY ORTON VS. GOLDUST - RAW, SEPTEMBER 9
After forcing Cody Rhodes leave the WWE last week, WWE Champion Randy Orton was set to do battle with Dustin "Goldust" Rhodes this past week on Raw. If Goldust were to defeat Orton, then Cody would have gotten his job back, so the stakes were high for his marquee matchup. In Goldust's first match on Raw in nearly three years, he showed no signs of ring rust and took it to the man formerly known as The Legend Killer. The "You Still Got It" chants from the Canadian crowd throughout the bout were well deserved, as Goldust didn't seem to lose a step at all. Although he looked winded by the end of the match, he still put up the fight of his life against Orton. He even reversed the RKO into a Cross Rhodes (similar to what Cody did the week prior) for a suspenseful near-fall. In the end, though, The Viper nailed Goldust with his finishing maneuver for the victory. Here's hoping this contest convinces WWE to sign Goldust to a full-time deal. 

SUPERSTAR OF THE WEEK: SANTINO MARELLA
In all honesty, I'm no fan of Santino Marella, but even I must admit that I was happy to see him back on WWE television this week. He couldn't have returned at a better time, either. Despite being billed from Italy on television, Santino actually hails from Canadian, so the huge pop he received upon returning on Raw shouldn't have come as much of a surprise. He took a brutal beating at the hands of Antonio Cesaro, but he ultimately outsmarted his longtime rival to steal the victory. His winning ways didn't stop there, though, as he went on to surprisingly defeat Mr. Money in the Bank Damien Sandow later in the week on SmackDown. What will Santino look to accomplish now that he is back and appears to be better than ever? 

SHOW OF THE WEEK: MONDAY NIGHT RAW, SEPTEMBER 9
WWE has been on a hot streak in recent months when it comes to their pay-per-views, so all the pressure is on Night of Champions to succeed. Some may say that the build-up to the show has been lackluster, but WWE did a superb job of providing last minute hype for the event all three of their weekly shows over the last seven days. While both WWE Main Event and Friday Night SmackDown this week were enjoyable, I found that Monday Night Raw was the most memorable of them all. From Randy Orton vs. Goldust to a war of the words between the returning Edge and Triple H, there was a lot to like about the flagship show this week. Granted, not everything about the show was perfect, but WWE put forth a strong effort when it came to persuading viewers to purchase the pending pay-per-view. The card is stacked from top to bottom, so it's safe to say that I have high hopes for this upcoming event. WWE must maintain momentum after Sunday to keep viewers engaged going forward. 

OTHER NOTABLE HIGHLIGHTS AND LOW POINTS
THIS WEEK'S HIGHLIGHTS
· Edge returns: Since Edge is no longer under contract to WWE, it's rare to see him appear on WWE television these days. That being said, his appearances on both Raw and SmackDown this week were extremely enjoyable and certainly felt special. He helped add to the excitement of the Daniel Bryan and Randy Orton feud as well.
· Daniel Bryan and Randy Orton: Speaking of Orton and Bryan, I thought they both did an excellent job of building towards their WWE Championship match on Sunday. They had a strong verbal exchange on SmackDown and it was good to see Bryan get the better of Orton after having the tar beat out of him for weeks on end.
· Daniel Bryan vs. Dean Ambrose: These two are simply incapable of having a bad match together, and their latest encounter on Raw was pure proof of that. They contested an exciting match in the main event of the flagship show that saw Bryan score a high profile victory going into this upcoming match with Orton. Who can remember the last time the United States Champion headlined Raw? I surely can't.
· Kofi Kingston vs. Antonio Cesaro: If you are not watching WWE Main Event on a regular basis, you are definitely missing out. Kingston and Cesaro had yet another instant classic on this week's show and pulled out all the stops. It didn't serve much of a purpose, but it was still a joy to watch.
· The Shield vs. Dolph Ziggler and The Usos: By this point, it is common knowledge that The Shield are the masters of the six-man tag team match format. They had an enjoyable outing against The Usos and Ziggler on SmackDown and built momentum towards their respective title defenses at Night of Champions.
THIS WEEK'S LOW POINTS
· Alberto Del Rio vs. R-Truth: Putting two characters that nearly no one care about against one another is never a bright idea. Sure, it was a good win for Del Rio and gave him credibility as champion, but it came against a man who hasn't meant anything in ages.
· Natalya, Brie Bella and Naomi vs. Aksana, Layla and Alicia Fox: If the match wasn't good the first time around, why hold it for a second time four days later? I understand that its sole purpose was to hype the Divas Championship mach on Sunday, but the six-Diva tag team matches were hardly necessary.
· Damien Sandow vs. The Miz: I'm a fan of both Miz and Sandow, but it is hard to care about the match when neither of them are involved in anything of note at the moment. I'm glad Sandow finally won a match, but his victory wasn't even the focus. Fandango's interruption was, which is a shame.
· Ryback vs. Rob Van Dam: Honestly, I had higher hopes for this matchup. I'm not saying it was a "dream match" or anything, but I was rather disappointed by what we got on Raw. It was mere minutes long before it ended in anticlimactic fashion. Plus, based on what we saw in the two minutes that they did wrestle, I'm not too fond on seeing a rematch between the two.
· Dance-off: You would think WWE would know by now that dance contests in wrestling are painful to watch. The latest one that occurred on SmackDown featuring The Miz, Fandango and others wasn't truly terrible, but it the timing couldn't have been worse with Night of Champions being on Sunday.
