Week of September 14, 2019
Match of the Week: Becky Lynch and Charlotte Flair vs. Sasha Banks and Bayley - Raw, September 9
Personally, I would have waited a little longer before having all of the Four Horsewomen share the same ring for the first time on the main roster, but I can't complain about getting an excellent tag team match between them on Monday's Raw. Not only were they given a ton of time to work with, the crowd was invested in every minute of it. Despite Sasha Banks and Bayley making for a formidable tandem, former foes Becky Lynch and Charlotte Flair were able to coexist long enough to secure the victory. This also served as a nice preview of what we can expect at Clash of Champions.
Superstar of the Week: "Stone Cold" Steve Austin
I've named "Stone Cold" Steve Austin my "Superstar of the Week" every time he's appeared on Raw since January 2018, and for good reason. He's been out of the business now for over a decade and a half, yet he still comes across like a bigger star than anyone else on the current roster whenever that glass shatters and he makes his electrifying entrance. Watching him return to Raw in Madison Square Garden was a real treat, and the Stunner he delivered to AJ Styles was simply the icing on the cake. There's nothing quite like seeing "Stone Cold" in person.
Show of the Week: Monday Night Raw, September 9
Admittedly, I'm probably biased in picking Raw as the "Show of the Week" considering I was there in attendance, but it's difficult to deny that it was an enjoyable episode that provided quality matches as well as effective build for Sunday's Clash of Champions pay-per-view event. In addition to "Stone Cold" Steve Austin being a great guest, most of the matchups delivered and served a purpose. There was very little filler, and we even got a new installment of the "Firefly Fun House." The fact the episode emanated from Madison Square Garden made it all the more special.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Baron Corbin vs. Ricochet vs. Samoa Joe: Say what you will about Corbin, but he has been bringing the goods throughout this King of the Ring tournament. Of course, it made no sense to do a Triple Threat in the semifinals to begin with, but it's hard to have a problem with such an entertaining outing. They maintained a great pace throughout and kept fans guessing who would go over. I assumed Corbin would advance and he did, but Ricochet and Joe looked credible in defeat. I'm perfectly fine with Corbin making it to the finals, so long as he doesn't win the whole thing. Chad Gable is the better choice.
· Rey Mysterio vs. Gran Metalik: I believe it's been years since I last saw Metalik compete in singles action on Raw. WWE has given fans zero reason to care about the guy during his time with the company, but make no mistake about it: He is a tremendous talent. When given a chance to showcase his skills, he shines and that was exactly what happened on Monday's Raw when he took on Mysterio. They worked very well together, and while the outcome was never in doubt, they left me eagerly anticipating a rematch.
· Kofi Kingston and Randy Orton: I've been thoroughly enjoying this rivalry since it was reignited over the summer. They did a terrific job of getting me excited for their upcoming encounter at Clash of Champions with their brawl on Tuesday's SmackDown Live. I love how they essentially reenacted the same spot that Kingston performed on Orton the last time they were at Madison Square Garden a decade ago. That said, I have a sneaking suspicion that Orton could very well be winning the WWE Championship on Sunday.
· Humberto Carrillo and The Lucha House Party vs. Drew Gulak, Tony Nese and Ariya Daivari: I absolutely hated that the MSG crowd was distracted for the better part of this match because of a baby (?), but to their credit, these six stars put forth a hell of an effort nonetheless and contested a super fun main event on 205 Live. It also set the stage for Sunday's WWE Cruiserweight Championship clash between Gulak, Lince Dorado and Carrillo with Dorado pinning Gulak.
· Gentleman Jack Gallagher and Kushida vs. Akira Tozawa and The Brian Kendrick: I honestly had no idea who Gallagher would choose to be his partner against Tozawa and Kendrick, so Kushida was a pleasant surprise. He hasn't been on NXT a lot lately, so it was cool to see him make a one-off appearance on 205 Live. I say "one-off" because it was never said that he'd be a full-time member of the Cruiserweight division going forward. Even if so, what would be the harm in that? 205 Live has turned into an excellent show over the last year and has given guys like Cedric Alexander, Ali and Buddy Murphy a platform to break out on. Besides, Isiah "Swerve" Scott and Angel Garza have both shown up on 205 Live recently and remain on NXT.
· Pete Dunne vs. Angel Garza: Unlike Kushida, it certainly looks like Dunne will be more of part of NXT than NXT UK for the foreseeable future, and that makes me very happy. This was a well wrestled match that the crowd was very much into.
This Week's Low Points
· Heel Bayley: I hate to be that person who jumps to conclusions and calls something a bust when it's barely begun, but WWE has done a questionable job with heel Bayley so far. Her turn sparked a lot of buzz last Monday on Raw, but it seems like the followup has been lackluster. I understand her acting the same way she always has the next night on SmackDown Live (because in her mind she didn't do anything wrong), but she came across like a total babyface this week as well. At this point, I'm confused as to whether we're supposed to be cheering for her or booing her. I really hope WWE has something in mind for Clash of Champions.
· Natalya vs. Lacey Evans: There honestly wasn't much to pick apart from Raw. This was the only match that felt like filler to me, which is impressive for a three-hour show that normally drags. It wasn't terrible by any means, but I don't at all blame the crowd for sitting on their hands. I was hoping that Evans beating Natalya last week would allow her to start building momentum for the first time in months, but Natalya getting her win back so soon ruined that. I assume we'll get a rubber matchup eventually, but I can't bring myself to care.
· The Undertaker attacks Sami Zayn: Part of me wished we'd see Undertaker get laid out by The Fiend on SmackDown Live, but I guess I was simply setting myself up for disappointment. Instead, we got your typical Undertaker appearance where we rambled on about nothing for a few minutes, got interrupted by a pest heel, and proceeded to lay out said Superstar with a chokeslam. I have no desire in another Undertaker run any time soon, but if WWE is going to continue bringing him in for stuff like this, they might as well make it worthwhile.
· Roman Reigns and Erick Rowan brawl: I appreciated the effort WWE put into making Rowan look like a threat to Reigns by having him take the fight to The Big Dog, but I'm just not buying it. This whole storyline has officially jumped the shark for me, and if Daniel Bryan isn't going to be involved like many of us figured he would be, then I have no interest. We'll see how they do when they collide in a No Disqualification match at Clash of Champions, but I'm not holding my breath.
· Shane McMahon "fires" Kevin Owens: Ah, the old firing storyline that has been done to death in WWE over the past two decades. I'm not sure what took Shane so long to fire Owens and why he decided to do it on Tuesday night of all nights when Owens has done much worse to him before. It was a pretty lame ending to an otherwise solid show, but there are a few positive things that did/could come out of it. First of all, Chad Gable got to advance to the finals of the King of the Ring, which I'm very excited for this coming week on Raw. Also, Owens teased on Twitter that he might move to NXT. Obviously, I doubt it'd be permanent (if it even happens), but an appearance from Owens would be perfect for NXT's debut show on USA Network next Wednesday night.
· Damian Priest vs. Boa: While there wasn't anything technically wrong with this match, I'm ready for Priest to move on to more credible competition. He beat Keith Lee in clean fashion, but he's already back to facing nobodies.
