Week of September 19, 2015
Match of the Week: John Cena vs. Sheamus - Raw, September 14
You're probably asking yourself why I'd ever name a match between John Cena and Sheamus the Match of the Week, but if you look back at this past week in WWE, was there really anything else that was better? Besides, while Cena and Sheamus have never had the greatest in-ring chemistry, it's not a match we've seen a million times in the past like Sheamus vs. Randy Orton. In fact, the last time we saw Cena vs. Sheamus before Monday night (to my knowledge, anyway) was almost four years ago. Granted, the fact that there wasn't anything on the line hurt viewers' interest in it, but it was still a solid affair from the former rivals. As entertaining as the match was from an in-ring standpoint, I have to question why Sheamus continues to take clean losses. He's Mr. Money in the Bank for crying out loud! Perhaps that's part of the problem because traditionally, the holders of that briefcase are never booked properly until they cash in whether it be successfully or unsuccessfully, but it certainly doesn't make it any more of a surprise to me, personally. 

Superstar of the Week: Sting
For the first time ever, Sting is your Superstar of the Week! I don't know if there will ever come a time when this is the case again, so I figured I'd act on his red-hot momentum now instead of passing up the opportunity to give him the award. Of course, he didn't make an appearance on Thursday's SmackDown, but he had a pretty historic night on Raw. At the start of the show, it was announced by The Authority that he would be wrestling on Raw for the very first time in the main event against Big Show. That match obviously left a lot to be desired, but it saw Sting emerge victorious by disqualification before competing in an impromptu tag team match with John Cena against Show and Seth Rollins. For the second time in one night, The Vigilante had his hand raised when he forced Rollins to tap out to the Scorpion Death Lock! 

Show of the Week: Monday Night Raw, September 14
I had a tough time deciding between Raw and SmackDown for the latest Show of the Week, but only because both programs were mediocre at best. This is exactly what I didn't want to happen coming out of SummerSlam, but WWE just can't help themselves every fall it seems. Instead of putting forth a strong product to rival Monday Night Football in the ratings, they basically roll over and die. And no, calling your first episode opposite of football the "season premiere" isn't going to help. If anything, it's only going to hurt your cause because it sounds so stupid. On the bright side, there were a handful of "historic" (interpret that whatever way you wish) happenings on the flagship show this week including two title matches and Sting wrestling on Raw for the first time, so at least the show wasn't a complete bust. There was also some solid hype for the Night of Champions pay-per-view, so to me, it succeeded as a go-home show. The only issue is that the event has the potential to be very good or very bad, so all we can do is hold out hope WWE doesn't screw it up. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· The New Day vs. The Prime Time Players: According to my research (which admittedly wasn't much at all), this was our first WWE Tag Team Championship match on Raw since May, so it felt like a special happening for this week's Raw opener. The ending outcome was never in doubt with The Dudley Boyz already announced as the No. 1 contenders to the championship, but they produced a good match and the best bout they've had against each other to date. Not only that, but this gets a spot in the "Highlights" column alone for Triple H dancing with The New Day. That just might have been the best thing on all of Raw Monday night.
· Sasha Banks vs. Paige: I haven't been too high on many of the Divas matches we've been getting as of late because they've basically been over nothing, but I really appreciate that the matches are starting to mean something with there being stories to them. Banks and Paige have had a nice feud going in recent weeks and this was another competitive contest from the two. It could have benefited from more time or even a stipulation, but I enjoyed it for what it was. With this being Paige's latest loss, expect her heel turn to come as soon as Sunday.
· Ryback and Kevin Owens: It may seem like a small thing, but I appreciated them giving promo time to the guys competing in one of the midcard matches at Night of Champions. The build to the bout has actually been rather well done albeit subtle, so it was nice Ryback and Owens were given a chunk of time on Raw to further their feud and establish why both of them need to win on Sunday. Ryback has improved leaps and bounds on the mic while Owens is the perfect foil for him. I could easily see this being one of the night's better bouts and I hope it's only the first of many matches between them in the months to come.
· Bayley and Sasha Banks: A 30-minute Iron (Wo)Man match for the NXT Women's Championship in the main event of NXT TakeOver? Oh hell yeah! And I thought their match in Brooklyn was phenomenal. They have the chance to top themselves with this match, and I absolutely loved everything about how it was made official at the end of this week's NXT show by being made to feel like a major happening.
· Baron Corbin and Rhyno vs. Johnny Gargano and Tomasso Ciampa: I didn't think I would like the duo of Corbin and Rhyno as much as I do, but they've grown on me so far in this tournament. Their match against The Ascension on last week's episode exceeded expectations big time and this tag match was also quite good. Then again, that shouldn't have come as much of a surprise given who his opponents were. Gargano and Ciampa impressed me in their first match on NXT and they were equally awesome to watch here. The size difference between the two tandems added an extra element to it for sure. Here's hoping this leads to one or both of the independent standouts landing contracts.
This Week's Low Points
· Sting's Raw in-ring debut: Although I was gracious enough to give Sting the Superstar of the Week award, I can't deny that his Raw in-ring debut felt slightly underwhelming. I was excited as anyone that he was going to be in action on the flagship show, but that's a big enough announcement that it should have been made a week or so in advance, not saved for the start of the show. Not only that, but Big Show? Really? I wouldn't be surprised if viewers immediately lost interest in hearing that's who he'd be facing. Finally, I wasn't a fan of Sting forcing Rollins to tap out with ease in their tag match. It established Rollins as a vulnerable champion, but Show should have taken the pinfall.
· Nikki Bella vs. Charlotte: First off, WWE did a nice job of making the match feel meaningful by building it up throughout the night with video packages, and I also appreciated seeing it take place at the top of an hour. The match itself was actually pretty good, but the finish was irksome. I don't even care that Nikki broke the record, but on a disqualification? Come on. That puts more heat on the company than it does the heels. The Night of Champions match doesn't feel nearly as important as a result and I couldn't care less who wins.
· Cesaro vs. Rusev: I didn't mind the match as much as I did what happened during and after it. Cesaro came across like a complete afterthought here and while I'm glad he won, he might as well have lost considering all of the attention was on Dolph Ziggler afterward. This ongoing angle with Ziggler, Summer Rae and Rusev continues to be the worst thing in WWE right now. I'm open to the idea of Ziggler going heel and aligning with Summer if it means this storyline reaches its end, but I have the fear that they'll continue on with it until Lana comes back. Oh, and I don't care about their match at Night of Champions.
· Cesaro vs. Big Show: I feel bad putting Cesaro in the "Low Points" column twice this week, but it has nothing to do with what he did. The match wasn't terrible, but what the hell was the point? They aren't even feuding! Having Big Show win in clean fashion was the worst part, and I'm not just saying that because I don't like Show. What a waste of Cesaro's recent surge in popularity.
· Kofi Kingston vs. D-Von Dudley: While I was and still am excited for the WWE Tag Team Championship match at Night of Champions between The New Day and The Dudley Boyz, the Kingston vs. D-Von match was pretty pointless because it was over before it got started. The pre-match promo from The New Day was entertaining per usual, but the match time was cut short and therefore didn't live up to its full potential. As I mentioned, however, it didn't ruin the feud for me, and I'm sure the match itself should be stellar. They should have spent a little less time on the matches that didn't matter on SmackDown (i.e. Big Show vs. Cesaro) and more time on the matches that will be a part of the pay-per-view in just a few more days.
