Week of September 19, 2020

Match of the Week:
Io Shirai vs. Shotzi Blackheart (NXT, September 16)
I've been thoroughly impressed with Shotzi Blackheart since she was signed to NXT last year. In that time, she's had several standout matches and has even scored a few big wins along the way. However, her best bout to date came on Wednesday's NXT when she went one-on-one with NXT Women's Champion Io Shirai for the first time ever in non-title action. It was an absolutely outstanding opening to the show, as it was more than just a standard showcase for Shirai. Rather, Blackheart not only gave it her all and had a great performance but also came close to scoring the victory on a few different occasions. She gained a ton even in defeat.
Superstar of the Week:
Kushida
As big of a fan as I am of Kushida, even I can admit that his NXT run has been underwhelming so far. He started off strong and went undefeated for a while last year, but it was all downhill for him after that loss to WALTER last October. He was directionless for close to a year until finally showing a mean streak upon targeting Velveteen Dream a few weeks ago on NXT. On this week's show, Kushida was once again aggressive and had a fun match with Austin Theory. I'm digging this serious side to his character and I really hope it can take him to the next level on the black-and-gold brand where he belongs.
Show of the Week:
WWE NXT, September 15
I agree with the masses that NXT has been suffering from not having an actual live audience for its shows since the start of the pandemic, but the past two weeks worth of shows have been excellent. Wednesday's episode was especially entertaining as it featured three terrific matches: Io Shirai vs. Shotzi Blackheart, Breezango vs. Imperium for the tag titles, and Damian Priest vs. Timothy Thatcher for the NXT North American Championship. Additionally, Kushida picked up a nice momentum-building win over Austin Theory while William Regal announced two huge number one contender's matchups for next week with TakeOver implications. The show had a really fun energy to it overall.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Dominik Mysterio vs. Seth Rollins: WWE running the same match three times in less than a month is definitely a bit much, but it's hard to complain when all three matches delivered. Dominik has been super impressive so far given his lack of experience, while Rollins continues to play his heel role remarkably well. My question now is where WWE goes with Dominik from here now that he's lost to Rollins three times. NXT would be my guess given he needs more seasoning.
· The Street Profits vs. Cesaro and Shinsuke Nakamura: I realize Raw was up against the return of Monday Night Football this week, but I found it bizarre they had the tag team champions from Raw and SmackDown face each other even though Survivor Series (the pay-per-view that normally hosts the brand warfare) is right around the corner. Nonetheless, this was a very entertaining encounter. I just wish we could see a rematch with both sets of tag titles up for grabs.
· Ricochet vs. Cedric Alexander: This had the potential to be a blast and they did disappoint. I'm disappointed it wasn't saved for later down the line or even for Clash of Champions, but I enjoyed it while it lasted. Alexander is off to a nice start as a heel and this was a quality win for him, but I'd like to see WWE do more with Ricochet at some point. He's been criminally underutilized since coming to the main roster and he's been an afterthought in 2020 especially.
· Roman Reigns and Jey Uso vs. Sheamus and King Corbin: Last week's tag team main event between these two teams was nothing out of the ordinary, but this was more a match that benefited from having the Samoan Street Fight stipulation (despite there being nothing Samoan about it). By the way, the storytelling with Reigns and Uso continues to be fantastic. Reigns' facial expressions afterward while Uso was walking away were wonderful and has me excited for their outing.
· AJ Styles vs. Sami Zayn: Granted, the heel vs. heel dynamic made this match a bit awkward, but otherwise, it was very well wrestled and wisely paced. Both guys are terrific and I was happy that they were allotted the time to have the bout they were capable of, confusing finish aside. I'm also super hyped for the Triple Threat Ladder match featuring them and Jeff Hardy for the Intercontinental Championship that was announced for Clash of Champions by Hardy himself.
· Damian Priest vs. Timothy Thatcher: As I've mentioned before, Priest has been killing it since taking Finn Balor to the limit at NXT TakeOver: In Your House. This was a hell of a match from him and Thatcher and the fact their in-ring styles are so similar made it that much better. My only complaint is that this was the third high-profile loss Thatcher has endured in the last two months. This is the same guy who beat Matt Riddle inside the Fight Pit in May. He should be winning more.
· Breezango vs. Imperium: The first two matches these teams had on NXT UK were pretty good, but this was easily the best of the bunch. They wrestled with a sense of urgency and there never felt like there was a dull moment. The outcome was never in doubt, mind you, but that hardly mattered in my opinion. From here, I expect Imperium to return to NXT UK while Breezango resume their rivalry with Legado del Fantasma over the NXT Tag Team Championship.
This Week's Low Points
· Drew McIntyre vs. Keith Lee: I didn't expect to put this in the "Low Points" column when it was originally announced for Raw a week ago, but it has more to do with the booking and the non-finish than the in-ring action itself. It was an enjoyable match while it lasted, but it got cut short by the RETRIBUTION attack before it could reach that next level. If WWE didn't want either man to be pinned, then they shouldn't have booked this in the first place and maybe had them team instead.
· Asuka vs. Mickie James: This was another Raw match I had high hopes for that fell slightly short of my lofty expectations. I was digging it for the first half or so, but there were a handful of sloppy spots and awkward moments down the stretch. It's safe to say this wasn't on the level of their NXT TakeOver clash four years ago. Worse yet, I have zero desire to see Zelina Vega get the next shot at the Raw Women's Championship. What has she done to deserve the opportunity? The answer is nothing.
· The Riott Squad vs. Natalya and Lana: The women's tag team division is almost as depleted as the men's. Any chance we can merge all the teams into one intergender division? In all seriousness, this was way too short to be anything notable. Perhaps it was for the better that Natalya and Lana weren't in there for long, but I didn't understand what this was supposed to accomplish. Nia Jax and Shayna Baszler destroying Natalya and Lana afterward was also odd because they're all heels.
· Bayley attacks Sasha Banks: We were all right to fear that WWE would bring Banks back to SmackDown sooner rather than later despite being brutally assaulted by Bayley two weeks ago on the show. Granted, she didn't appear in person on Friday night, but this was an unnecessary interview. Her delivery was weak and Bayley's subsequent attack paled in comparison to the initial one. At this point, I'd honestly be shocked if WWE doesn't do Bayley vs. Banks at Hell in a Cell.
· Nikki Cross vs. Lacey Evans: Cross showed some intensity during her promo on Moment of Bliss and I'm glad she appears to be developing an edge for the first time since her NXT days, but this match was abysmal. As Michael Cole mentioned on commentary, Evans wiping hand sanitizer in Cross' eyes and not getting disqualified was insanely stupid. Cross vs. Bayley feels like filler before Banks returns to challenge for the title, so none of this stuff with Cross intrigues me whatsoever.
· Otis gets sued: I'm guessing WWE just recently realized that Otis is in possession of the Money in the Bank contract and that they're going to have to get it off of him somehow. He could always cash in on Roman Reigns and lose, but WWE would rather drag out his feud with The Miz and John Morrison by taking it to court. Unless Joseph Park represents Otis, then I couldn't care less. It's a waste of a briefcase that had no business being won by Otis to begin with.
· Ariya Daivari vs. Eli Knight, Bobby Flaco and Jason Cain: This was series of back-to-back-back matches that solely existed to establish Daivari as dominant. However, I can't stress enough how no matter what WWE does with Daivari on 205 Live, it's impossible for me to get invested. He's beyond boring, his matches are almost always the same, and we know he isn't going to win the NXT Cruiserweight Championship (nor should he). I miss the days where he was gone and not on the show.
