Week of September 1, 2018
Match of the Week: Seth Rollins vs. Kevin Owens: Intercontinental Championship Match - Raw, August 27
We have seen Seth Rollins and Kevin Owens clash countless times over the years (including for the Intercontinental Championship), but all of their matches are entertaining and their latest encounter on Monday's Raw was no exception. After not being seen since SummerSlam, Owens resurfaced on Raw to answer Rollins' open challenge for the championship. The match that followed was fantastic and featured strong showings from both men. Not only did Rollins retain his title, Owens "quit" the company afterward, leaving fans wondering what's next for him.
Superstar of the Week: Becky Lynch
I think it's safe to say that Charlotte Flair and Becky Lynch are completely miscast in their current characters. It's quite clear that Flair should be the heel and Lynch should be the babyface based off how crowds have reacted to them in recent weeks. Despite that, Lynch has absolutely killed it as a villain so far. Her mic work last week was strong and likely the best promo I've ever heard her cut. Although she was barely on this week's SmackDown Live, she made a hell of an impact at the end of the night by laying out Flair and calling her a bitch, which led to a great reaction from the fans.
Show of the Week: WWE 205 Live, August 28
The one-hour Cruiserweight show continues to kill it with exciting episodes each week. Tuesday's installment of 205 Live saw Akira Tozawa and The Brian Kendrick rekindle their rivalry in a quality opener, Hideo Itami annihilate some local athlete before Mustafa Ali returned from injury, and Kalisto and Buddy Murphy rip it up in an exhilarating main event. What made this show especially noteworthy is that, for the second straight week, the crowd was red-hot for the action by the end of the nigh. That's certainly a major step forward where the show was at the onset of 2018.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Trish Stratus and Elias: I was fully expecting Elias to do his usual shtick and for that to be it, but Toronto's own Trish Stratus returning to Raw for the first time in a while to interrupt him was a pleasant surprise. They actually had an entertaining back-and-forth on the mic that the crowd ate up. It would have been a waste for Stratus to show up and not hype her upcoming outing against Alexa Bliss at Evolution in any form or fashion, so I was happy they wound up interacting after all following the commercial break. I'm looking forward to the inevitable Bliss and Stratus face-off once Evolution gets closer, if only for the promos.
· Daniel Bryan vs. Andrade "Cien" Almas: This is a match I've been dying to see since Bryan returned to the ring at WrestleMania and it was every bit as excellent as I thought it would be. Granted, they were held back a bit by the interference from Zelina Vega, Brie Bella, The Miz and Maryse, but overall, I enjoyed it and hope to see more from them down the road. Meanwhile, WWE continues to do a great job with the Bryan vs. Miz feud by keeping fans invested. The mixed tag team matchup Hell in a Cell should be fun.
· Jeff Hardy and Randy Orton: Both Hardy and Orton did well with their promos and set the stage nicely for their now-official Hell in a Cell match. Speaking of which, I'm slightly surprised they'll be fighting inside The Devil's Playground and not AJ Styles and Samoa Joe (as of this writing). Granted, the feud is technically deserving of the stipulation after all of the abuse they have put each other through in recent months, but Styles vs. Joe has been equally ruthless. Then again, Hardy has wanted to compete inside Hell in a Cell for years, so perhaps he asked for this opportunity.
· Kalisto vs. Buddy Murphy: I love how 205 Live doesn't ignore its own history and instead acknowledges past matches certain competitors have had. Kalisto and Murphy had awesome chemistry when they originally did battle one-on-one earlier this year and their second bout against each other on Tuesday night was terrific, too. Getting the crowd to chant "205!" is no easy feat, so props to these two for achieving that.
· Undisputed Era vs. Pete Dunne and Ricochet: Given who was involved in this thing, it was logical to assume that this was going to be a blast of a main event. Ricochet and Adam Cole have had outstanding chemistry lately and you can never go wrong with Dunne and Roderick Strong. This was easily the biggest highlight on Wednesday's NXT. Ricochet inadvertently hitting Dunne right before the finish was what cost them the victory, allowing Undisputed Era to get back on track. As they beat down Ricochet afterward, they were forced to flee the ring by War Raiders, seemingly planting the seeds for a WarGames matchup in November with British Strong Style, Undisputed Era, and War Raiders and Ricochet. That sounds like a hell of a main event.
This Week's Low Points
· Roman Reigns and Braun Strowman vs. Dolph Ziggler and Drew McIntyre: As a match, I really didn't care about this much at all. It was obvious Ziggler and McIntyre weren't winning. Rather, this merely existed to tease tension between Reigns and Strowman ahead of their Hell in a Cell match for the Universal Championship. That would have been fine had Strowman not then seemingly turned heel by attacking Reigns and the rest of The Shield afterward. I say "seemingly" because it could be revealed next week that this was Strowman's way of getting back at Reigns for what happened the week prior, but I'm not optimistic that'll be the case.
· Finn Balor vs. Baron Corbin: I was done with this rivalry by the time SummerSlam rolled around, but on the bright side, their match on that show was kept short and sweet. Unfortunately, the rivalry resumed on Raw this week now that Corbin is the show's head honcho with Kurt Angle out of the picture for the time being. Just when it looked like Balor had Corbin beat, Corbin restarted the bout and won with his finisher. It squashed any momentum Balor had coming out of SummerSlam and that great matchup he had with Reigns on Raw.
· Bobby Lashley vs. The Ascension: Instead of finishing up his feud with Elias, Lashley has already transitioned into a program with Corbin. That has disaster written all over it following their boring one-on-one encounter from last week's Raw. Corbin decided to "punish" Lashley on Monday by putting him in a Handicap match... versus The Ascension. Wow, how heinous! Needless to say, this was total throwaway and I don't blame the crowd one bit for sitting on their hands for it. Lashley couldn't feel colder at the moment and a rivalry with Corbin won't help matters.
· Sasha Banks vs. Dana Brooke: Anything involving Brooke is bound to make my "Low Points" column due to how abysmal she is in the ring. The plus side of her association with Titus Worldwide is she that she hasn't been wrestling, but Titus O'Neil thought it would be smart to give her a match on Raw this week to "show off her skills." Unsurprisingly, it was short-lived. I'm glad Banks won as she should have, but this felt like a waste of time.
· Naomi vs. Billie Kay: You had to know Naomi would take on Kay this week after losing to Peyton Royce last week. Somehow, they managed to have a worse match than Naomi did with Royce. It was way too brief to matter, and as I've talked about on countless occasions in the past, the promos The IIconics are cutting these days just aren't doing it for the audience or for me. It's one thing to generate heat, but when they aren't generating the right type of heat, they aren't getting any reaction from the crowd whatsoever. I really do want the best for everyone involved in this angle, but it isn't piquing my interest as of now. My guess is that Asuka will eventually come to Naomi's aid to help even the odds, but Nikki Cross would be a better candidate in my opinion.
