WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 20, 2014
MATCH OF THE WEEK: SHEAMUS AND THE USOS VS. CESARO, GOLDUST AND STARDUST - RAW, SEPTEMBER 15
There were many matches this past week in WWE, even on NXT, that stood out as being "great", but this contest from Monday's Raw came the closest. It saw a clash of the champions with the United States Champion Sheamus teaming up with The Usos to take on the trio of Cesaro, Stardust and Goldust. All six competitors know their way around the making, essentially guaranteeing that it'd be an awesome outing before the bell rang. We've seen several multi-man matches as of late, but who can complain about a match involving so much talent? The entertaining action kept the crowd engaged the entire time and the final few minutes were especially enjoyable. In the end, it was Sheamus and The Usos who came out on top, furthering their momentum going into their respective title defenses at Night of Champions. It may not have been the most memorable match, but it was certainly the best bout all week. 

SUPERSTAR OF THE WEEK: PAIGE
Paige has had something of a breakout year in 2014, so it's hard to believe this is her first time being named the Superstar of the Week. Nevertheless, in a week where no one made a lasting impact, Paige is the only individual who came the closest to having a well-rounded seven days. On Raw, she paired up with Nikki Bella in tag team action to up against Brie Bella and arch-nemesis AJ Lee, scoring the win for her team after pinning Brie. Her wave of momentum carried over to SmackDown where she went one-on-one with Nikki. While it wasn't the technically sound match, Paige still managed to score the clean victory over her Night of Champions opponent. Will she be successful on Sunday in retaining her title?
SHOW OF THE WEEK: WWE NXT, SEPTEMBER 18
It isn't uncommon for the WWE product to peak at SummerSlam and then die down going into the fall, so I can't say I'm surprised the programming in recent weeks has been stagnant. Night of Champions has potential to be great, but this week's editions of Raw and SmackDown did nothing to get me excited about the event. The difference between now and past years, however, is that we have NXT on the WWE Network! Am I exaggerating when I say NXT is the best wrestling show going today? Perhaps, but it's hard to say Raw is more consistently entertaining than NXT. One week removed from the newsworthy TakeOver show, there was a lot to like about NXT this week including the in-ring debut of Hideo Itami, a good women's match between Charlotte and Bayley, a fun tag team main event. So, if you're as sick of Raw as I am most weeks, I suggest tuning into NXT for an entertaining hour of wrestling if you haven't already. 

OTHER NOTABLE HIGHLIGHTS AND LOW POINTS
THIS WEEK'S HIGHLIGHTS
· John Cena vs. Brock Lesnar: I wasn't a fan of Cena's bullying of Paul Heyman even if it was designed to serve as a teaser for a potential Cena heel turn (it's not happening, people), but his brawl with Lesnar was very well done. I was going to be vastly disappointed if they didn't make contact, and not only did they fight, but it was enough to serve as a preview for Sunday while not giving too much away. I was completely content with Cena being the last man standing since fans needed an incentive to think he can win the rematch.
· Chris Jericho vs. Kane: This match may not seem too appealing on paper since it feels like a match right out of The Attitude Era, but they delivered a good match to kick off the in-ring portion of Raw. Kane has lost so much this year that a win over him nowadays essentially means nothing, but it was still a solid way of giving Jericho another victory before he does battle (and presumably the honors) with Randy Orton on Sunday.
· Mark Henry and Rusev: If you told me a few weeks ago that Henry and Rusev would be closing the go-home editions of Raw and SmackDown, I would've called you crazy. This match isn't even close to being considered a top priority on the Night of Champions card, but both of their interactions this week raised the profile of their upcoming clash significantly. It's a midcard match at best, sure, but the fans at Raw were receptive toward Henry finally getting the better of Rusev, so at least it all paid off. Here's hoping WWE wasn't testing the waters for a Rusev main event run, as I still believe it's too soon for him to be at that level.
· Seth Rollins vs. Big E: Yes, Big E is still employed. It's ridiculous that his stable with Xavier Woods and Kofi Kingston has become a house show gimmick, but Big E is a good athlete and it was nice to see him utilized for once. This was a solid match for Main Event and it gave Rollins his win back after losing on Raw (more on that in the Low Points column). I was slightly disappointed the commentators, especially Tom Phillips of all people, didn't make mention of their history on NXT, but that's nitpicking things.
· Sin Cara vs. Justin Gabriel: For those wondering, the three match series between Cara and Gabriel was never intentional. WWE does this kind of thing with matches on Superstars all the time to kill time, but it ended up working out for the better. Cara and Gabriel have great chemistry together and their matches are always enjoyable. Aside from a few botches, this was a rare bout I'd suggest checking out from the throwaway Superstars broadcast.
THIS WEEK'S LOW POINTS
· Roman Reigns vs. Seth Rollins: First of all, this was a very good match. I even considered naming it the Match of the Week before settling on the six-man tag. The only thing that prevented this bout from taking that award was the bizzare booking of the finish. Everyone expected this match to end in a non-finish or not even start at all since they'll be facing off at Night of Champions, but that wasn't the case. Instead, they gave away their entire match for free on Raw with Reigns going over clean. What incentive do fans have now to want to see them wrestle again at the pay-per-view? The least they could have done was have Reigns or Rollins win via questionable means to set up the need for a rematch.
· Big Show vs. Bray Wyatt: A potential rivalry between Big Show and Wyatt has disaster written all over it, especially if this match was any indication. Wyatt hasn't been booked well in recent weeks, but to be honest, his string of bad luck can be traced back to his loss to John Cena at WrestleMania 30. He hasn't been the same since and feuding with Show will not benefit him whatsoever. This match was brutally boring and I fear what'll happen to Wyatt by the end of it since one has to know that there's no way Show will be putting him over clean.
· Jack Swagger vs. Bo Dallas: Their matches on Raw and SmackDown this week were decent, but the feud hasn't been clicking for me so far. Perhaps it's just me, but they don't work well together and both guys are in need of wins. The even-steven booking doesn't help Swagger or Dallas which is a shame given how talented they both are. A rubber match is coming and I can't say I'm looking forward to it.
· Paige and Nikki Bella vs. AJ Lee and Brie Bella: I was fine with the ending outcome since the heels needed the victory more, but the match itself was a major disappointment. I wasn't expecting a five star classic or anything, but I was hopeful when noticed the match was taking place at the top of the hour. I figured they'd get more time than most Divas matches, but the contest lasted all of two minutes. That said, I'll take a two minute Divas match over a horrifyingly bad talking segment involving The Bellas any day of the week.
· Naomi vs. Cameron: This was better than anything WWE has done to promote Total Divas up to this point, but a total of zero people cared about this. Whoever thought following up the hot John Cena and Brock Lesnar showdown with this was out of their mind. Who would stay tuned for this? I was glad they finally gave Naomi her win back after losing at Battleground, but the crowd sat on their hands for the entire match and couldn't have cared less.
