Week of September 22, 2018
Match of the Week: Ricochet vs. Pete Dunne: NXT North American Championship and WWE United Kingdom Championship Match - NXT, September 19
When you take two athletes the caliber of Ricochet and Pete Dunne, it's difficult for a match between them to live up to the lofty expectations. Well, this bout blew those expectations out of the water. It was absolutely exceptional and easily among the most memorable television matches all year. Granted, the finish that saw The Undisputed Era get involved and cause the contest to be thrown out could be seen coming from a mile away, but that did not at all ruin what was an outstanding encounter. I'm already excited for the eventual rematch.
Superstar of the Week: Becky Lynch
It was only earlier this month that I named Becky Lynch my "Superstar of the Week," but I'd be remiss if I didn't give her the honor again after the stellar week she's coming off of. Her heel work has been on another level since SummerSlam and thus it was only logical for her to walk out of Hell in a Cell the new SmackDown Women's Champion. Not only did WWE do the right thing by having her beat Charlotte Flair for the belt, she continued her streak of dominance by laying out her former friend on SmackDown Live. The Irish Lasskicker has arguably never been on a bigger roll.
Show of the Week: WWE Hell in a Cell, September 16
To be honest, I can't remember a single installment in the history of the Hell in a Cell pay-per-view dating back to its inception in 2009 that was close to being above-average. However, aside from the underwhelming main event, this year's event broke that curse by being very entertaining overall. The undercard was especially excellent, which helped the three-and-a-half hours fly by. Roman Reigns vs. Braun Strowman ended the evening on a sour note, but there's still a strong chance that Hell in a Cell will go down as one of the better-received WWE shows in 2018.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Jeff Hardy vs. Randy Orton: The biggest complaint some fans had about this match was that it didn't really need the Hell in a Cell stipulation. While that is technically true (and the same can be said about the main event that I'll address in the "Low Points" column), it was still a great spectacle with both men going to the extreme. Hardy finally got his wish of competing inside Hell in a Cell and I was happy that it didn't come at the expense of his career. The swinging spot at the end was cool but not too dangerous. It was executed in a way where Hardy should be out for a while. Who will Orton target next?
· Dolph Ziggler and Drew McIntyre vs. Seth Rollins and Dean Ambrose: Raw's tag team division may be in the doldrums at the moment, but you had to know these four would kill it against each other and produce a phenomenal match. Rollins and Ambrose have always been awesome partners while Ziggler and Rollins have been a revelation for tag team wrestling lately. This was undoubtedly the top bout of the night and the finish alone was fantastic. I'd be totally open to another tag team match between these tandems.
· AJ Styles vs. Samoa Joe: This was another very entertaining encounter, even though the crowd was quieter than they should have been. Then again, they were forced to follow the hot Raw Tag Team Championship clash, so I can't say I'm surprised. Nevertheless, Styles and Joe have quality chemistry together and they brought the best out of each other once again at Hell in a Cell. The indecisive ending was a bit of a letdown, but if nothing else, it kept the feud alive and protected Joe in defeat. They'll collide for a third time at WWE Super Show-Down next month.
· Dean Ambrose vs. Drew McIntyre: There weren't many "Highlights" coming out of Raw on Monday night (including The Undertaker's promo, which admittedly bored me until he revealed Kane would be by his side when he faces Triple H at Super Show-Down), but I did like this one-on-one match from Ambrose and McIntyre. They're doing excellent work at the moment and I have high hopes for them both going forward.
· AJ Styles vs. Andrade "Cien" Almas: The first match these two had was outstanding and thus I was excited for their second meeting on Tuesday's SmackDown Live. I didn't know if they'd be able to outdo themselves from last time, but they managed to raise the bar even higher and contest an exhilarating outing. Styles winning wasn't shocking, but I was happy Almas had as strong of a showing as he did in defeat. He may not be in an actual program right now, but Almas is killing it every chance he gets, and one has to assume he'll get his due sooner rather than later. As for Joe's post-match attack on Styles that saw Styles retaliate and fend off Joe, it was a well-done angle that effectively furthered their feud without giving too much away.
· Cedric Alexander vs. Drew Gulak: If you thought their SummerSlam match was good, then you will absolutely love their latest encounter on 205 Live. This was a barn-burner of a bout with amazing in-ring action, stellar storytelling and a spectacular second half. On a side note, it's cool 205 Live is moving to Wednesday nights, but the brand would be better off being filmed from Full Sail University.
This Week's Low Points
· Roman Reigns vs. Braun Strowman: Given the strong series of matches these two have had in the past, I was actually looking forward to their Hell in a Cell match on Sunday night. Unfortunately, it was overbooked to the max. First and foremost, even though I like him, Mick Foley served no purpose as the special guest referee and he didn't factor into the finish at all. Secondly, the Cell structure itself was completely pointless because there was interference, anyway. Finally, there was no actual ending! Brock Lesnar making a surprise return was cool and all, but for the show to go off the air without a winner is inexcusable.
· Roman Reigns vs. Baron Corbin: I guess you could say Reigns didn't exactly have an amazing week. Yes, he emerged victorious in his two defenses of the Universal Championship, but both bouts were fairly lackluster. In this case, WWE was aware that Reigns and Corbin have no chemistry together. Their last televised match was a dud, and their encounter in the main event of Monday's Raw was no different. No one actually believed Corbin would win the title, so it felt as if the matchup dragged on and I was beyond bored.
· Bayley vs. Dana Brooke: On the bright side, this match was far from awful. I honestly expected the worst considering the handful of matches they had in 2016 were pretty bad because of Brooke's inexperience and overall below-average in-ring ability. That's not to say Brooke has improved immensely since then, but she had a more much passable performance here. However, this was meaningless. I realize they're telling a story with Brooke leaving Titus Worldwide, but most fans couldn't care less about that. Meanwhile, Sasha Banks and Bayley continue to flounder.
· Nia Jax and Ember Moon vs. Mickie James and Alicia Fox: This was hardly a major "Low Point," but the match wasn't that good and could have been better when you look at who was involved. Jax has been away from WWE TV since Extreme Rules and this was supposed to mark her big return to Raw, but I came away from this less than impressed. We'll see where she goes from here and what Creative has cooked up for her this time.
· Rusev Day splits up: Everyone knew this was coming sooner rather than later and it made sense for the split to take place when it did. Thankfully, Rusev will be the babyface in the feud and Aiden English will be the heel (I figured the roles would be reversed). The program may have peaked there, though, because I truly no interest in seeing them be rivals going forward. Rusev has plenty of upside in the face role, but I can't imagine English will leave this thing as anything more than an undercard act. That was what he was before he linked up with Rusev and I fear that's what he'll return to being once this rivalry runs its course. I'm willing to give it a chance, but I'm not incredibly optimistic, if only because the matches are bound to be mediocre at best.
· Asuka vs. Billie Kay: It was obvious that this match was coming after Asuka came to Naomi's aid against The IIconics two weeks ago. I'm glad this was what it needed to be (short and sweet), but sadly, Asuka is a shell of what she once was. That doesn't have nearly as much to do with her as it does her booking, which fell off a cliff following WrestleMania 34. She deserves better than to be marginalized.
