Week of September 23, 2017
Match of the Week: Kyle O'Reilly and Bobby Fish vs. Tyler Bate and Trent Seven - NXT, September 20
Who ever thought we would see the day where two-thirds of British Strong Style was clashing with reDRAGON in NXT? What a world we live in these days. At any rate, this was a hell of a main event for NXT this week with both teams having stellar performances. Kyle O'Reilly and Bobby Fish are so much better together than they are apart and that showed here, while Tyler Bate and Trent Seven are always entertaining to watch regardless of whether they're partners or opponents. Adam Cole also played his role well at ringside in aiding his stablemates to victory. 

Superstar of the Week: Jason Jordan
All right, so Jason Jordan hasn't exactly been as over with the audience as officials hoped he would be when he was announced as Kurt Angle's son two months ago. That said, he's had strong showings against everyone he's done battle with in recent weeks and it was merely a matter of time before he won a meaningful match. Jordan walked into the main event of Raw this week with one goal in mind: to become the No. 1 Contender to the Intercontinental Championship, and sure enough, he emerged victorious and punched his ticket to No Mercy in the process. 

Show of the Week: WWE NXT, September 20
I will give credit where its due in admitting that Raw did its job on Monday night in building toward No Mercy this weekend and hyping up the marquee matches. It wasn't the most entertaining episode on the whole, but it succeeded in what it set out to do. SmackDown Live was decent the next night, but there was no doubt in my mind that NXT was the true Show of the Week. As discussed up above, the main event alone was excellent, but everything else served a purpose and gave viewers more to look forward to in the weeks ahead. The black-and-yellow continues to kill it on a weekly basis. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Dean Ambrose and Seth Rollins vs. Sheamus and Cesaro vs. Karl Anderson and Luke Gallows: It looked like at one point that Anderson and Gallows were going to be added to the Raw Tag Team Championship match at No Mercy, though I'm glad that isn't the case because they've lost so many matches that they don't deserve to be. Thus, this was a perfect match to hold on Raw and it was cool to see it receive so much time. All three teams worked well together and it was an enjoyable outing on the whole. More importantly, Sheamus and Cesaro winning was crucial in giving them a bit of a momentum boost.
· Roman Reigns promo: Reigns' mic work started out strong in his feud with John Cena before fizzling out because a lot of what he was saying simply wasn't true, but I thought his latest promo on Raw this week was excellent. He just so happened to leave out how Cena was absent because he was doing promotional work for WWE in China, but his delivery was damn good and made me want to see him turn heel that much more. I realize it isn't happening at No Mercy (or possibly ever), but at least his mic skills are improving.
· Brock Lesnar and Braun Strowman: Lesnar was never scheduled to appear on Monday's Raw, so instead, WWE taped a side-by-side interview with him and Strowman last week to air for this week. That was brilliant and an effective way of hyping up their Universal Championship match for No Mercy one last time. Both men came across great in this segment and I love how Lesnar is being portrayed as an underdog versus Strowman. We'll see how the actual match plays out, but the build for the past month has been very well done and I'm excited for the encounter.
· Charlotte Flair vs. Becky Lynch vs. Naomi vs. Tamina: Yes, the SmackDown Women's Championship Fatal 4-Way match came out of nowhere considering Charlotte and Lynch haven't appeared on SmackDown Live in weeks, but it was a well-wrestled main event for Tuesday's show with the right winner. I've said time and time again how underutilized Charlotte has felt on the blue brand, so her returning to the title picture at Hell in a Cell is an encouraging sign.
· Shane McMahon and Kevin Owens: After last week's hot angle with Owens and Mr. McMahon and the strong follow-up this week, there is no doubt that Owens vs. Shane is the most exciting story on SmackDown at the moment. Shane kicked off Tuesday night with a short and sweet promo that did an excellent job of selling viewers on his Hell in a Cell match, while Owens' response later in the evening was also well-delivered. Plenty of time remains between now and the event, but this successfully maintained the momentum of the storyline from last week. This change in character was exactly what Owens needed and he already feels like the biggest heel on the show.
This Week's Low Points
· Bobby Heenan passes away: It's always unfortunate whenever a legend of the business passes away, but Heenan wasn't just anyone. Rather, he is widely recognized as the single greatest manager in the history of wrestling, and it's hard to disagree with that when you consider the many incredible athletes he managed over the course of his career. Due to his deteriorating health, he hadn't appeared on WWE TV in over a decade, but the tribute video WWE put together in memory of Heenan was very touching and honestly got me slightly teary-eyed. They could have very easily aired a graphic for him and moved on, but they didn't.
· Bray Wyatt vs. Dustin Rhodes: I put Wyatt's match with Goldust in last week's "Low Point" column because I thought it was a waste of Goldust after the mini push he received earlier in the summer. While I appreciated how they followed up on it this week with Goldust wrestling as Dustin Rhodes, it didn't do anything to get me more excited for Wyatt vs. Finn Balor at No Mercy than I was before (spoiler: I wasn't excited for it to begin with). In that respect, it failed, but I hope to see Goldust/Dustin receive more TV time in the future.
· Alexa Bliss vs. Nia Jax: I will never complain about WWE advertising things in advance because it could draw in viewers, but this was a rather forgettable match. The fact both of them are heels didn't help their case at all and a majority of the match consisted of the commercial break. On the bright side, Bayley returning in her hometown of San Jose to a nice pop was a pleasant surprise. It makes sense that she'll be a part of the Raw Women's Championship match at No Mercy because of how her title shot was taken away from her at SummerSlam due to injury.
· Jinder Mahal promo: These next two "Low Points" should look familiar because they were both on here last week, too. Mahal's promos have never been compelling whatsoever, but his promo from Tuesday mocking Shinsuke Nakamura and acting racist was so stupid and didn't give him the heat he needed. Why anyone thought that was a good idea to do on TV after the train wreck of a segment from the week prior is beyond me, and I can't wait until he loses the WWE Championship.
· Dolph Ziggler: For the third straight week, Ziggler impersonated stars from the past and it was absolutely awful. I don't have the desire to boo him as much as I want to change the channel. His delivery is fine, but he's wasting everyone's time with these pointless promos. I would assume the endgame is him feuding with Bobby Roode (whose elaborate entrance Ziggler can target), but I was shocked they didn't kick off that program on Tuesday's SmackDown Live. They'll probably hold off another week, but Roode should have a presence on the show in the meantime. Otherwise, was it really necessary for him to debut when he did after SummerSlam then disappear completely?
