Week of September 24, 2016
Match of the Week: Brian Kendrick vs. Cedric Alexander vs. Rich Swann vs. Gran Metalik - Raw, September 19
It has been a long time coming, but finally, the Cruiserweights have arrived on Raw! The presentation wasn't as perfect as it was during the Cruiserweight Classic, and T.J. Perkins' absence was weird, but the No. 1 Contender's Fatal 4-Way Match was nothing short of sensational. All four Superstars delivered an incredible performance, and the best part about the bout was how I wasn't sure who would win! Any one of those men could have realistically scored the victory, so each of the nearfalls were suspenseful and they blew the roof off the arena. In the end, it was the seasoned veteran Kendrick who locked in his patented submission maneuver to force Alexander to tap out and punch his ticket to Clash of Champions. Mind you, this was a small taste of what they are capable of, and it will only get better from here. 

Superstar of the Week: Dean Ambrose
Despite being a fan of his, I will admit that Dean Ambrose has felt slightly stagnant for a few months now, as well as how his WWE World Championship run felt underwhelming. Well, he must have taken John Cena's comments last week on SmackDown Live last week to heart because he came across more motivated than ever before this past week. He took Cena to his absolute limit in the main event of Tuesday's show, though I assumed he would have a strong showing before ultimately coming up short. Surprisingly enough, he decisively defeated Cena mere moments before laying out AJ Styles, the man who took his WWE World Championship earlier this month at Backlash, as well. Can Ambrose regain the gold when he invokes his one-on-one championship rematch next week on the blue brand? 

Show of the Week: WWE SmackDown Live, September 20
Has there really been any question that SmackDown Live has had the upper hand over Raw since the start of the Brand Split? Sure, the lack of a third hour makes a definite difference, but it's more than just that. SmackDown creates compelling stories, hosts exciting in-ring action, features developing characters, and all of that was on full display with this past week's show. Raw wasn't atrocious on Monday, I thought it was actually quite decent. But SmackDown blew it out of the water by delivering a pay-per-view-esque show. From an excellent Intercontinental Championship match to a stellar story told with The Usos and American Alpha to a marquee match between Dean Ambrose and John Cena in the main event (which Ambrose won clean by the way!), there wasn't much about the show I didn't enjoy. Two thumbs up. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· John Cena vs. Dean Ambrose: I was slightly surprised when they announced on Raw they would be holding such a marquee match in the main event of SmackDown Live this week. Thus, I fully expected a non-finish of some sort with AJ Styles interfering and causing the contest to be thrown out. When Ambrose won clean, my jaw dropped. You had to give credit where it's due with Cena putting plenty of guys over in recent years. Not to mention the match was strong and the best part was that I know they're capable of producing even better matches, which I'm sure we'll get once Ambrose goes heel sooner than later. I'm guessing Survivor Series.
· The Miz vs. Dolph Ziggler: Is it a match we've seen no less than a thousand times before? Yes. But are each of their encounters awesome? Absolutely. Their latest championship clash on SmackDown was no exception and there were various points throughout the bout where I thought Ziggler had the match won, especially down the stretch when he connected with the Zig-Zag. I could have done without them repeating the same finish from Backlash, but hey, Miz retained and that was all that mattered. He's the infinitely hotter star right now.
· Becky Lynch and Alexa Bliss contact signing: I have been singing the praises of SmackDown's division for months and this was the latest example of how great they can be. It is already a well-known fact that Lynch is a talented talker, but this was Bliss' time to shine and she did very well. I've seen better from her in NXT, but of course she will only improve on the mic in time. Bliss getting the last word was the right move and now fans should see her as a threat to the title come No Mercy if they didn't before. I don't think she wins the belt so soon, but she definitely deserves to be in this position right now.
· Cedric Alexander vs. Andrade "Cien" Almas: I have been an Alexander fan since day one and I was very happy he debuted in NXT this week. Obviously, he won't be (or at least shouldn't be) there for long given he arrived on the main roster days earlier on Raw, but time will tell what the future holds for him. At any rate, this was a blast of a match and certainly Almas' best bout in NXT to date. By the way, thank the lord he finally ditched the fedora and the suspenders.
· Austin Aries vs. Oney Lorcan: When you put two exceptional athletes in the ring together, it shouldn't be shocker when they have a really fun match. They were allotted some decent time and more than made the most of it. Aries has been killing it since the start of the year and I look forward to this feud with Hideo Itami progressing in the weeks and months ahead. Meanwhile, Lorcan has impressed me every time he's competed in NXT, but I remain confused as to whether he's supposed to be a babyface or a heel. Either way, the audience sure as hell respects him, and with a bit of a void at the top of the card, he should be built up relatively soon.
This Week's Low Points
· Roman Reigns vs. Kevin Owens: Don't at all think this match ended up in the "Low Points" column because of its quality. Reigns and Owens have strong in-ring chemistry together and this was another very well-wrestled match from them, but the idea of it boggled my mind. Owens beat Reigns in the main event of last week's Raw. Why not just leave it at that? When it was announced they would be fighting again but this time in a Steel Cage for some strange reason and Stephanie pointed out it would be a non-title affair, that immediately made the outcome extremely predictable. Reigns winning clean didn't help matters, either. In so many words, this shouldn't have happened.
· 10-man tag team match: Chris Jericho's list was pretty hilarious, but other than that, this whole segment was a waste. Sure, the 10-man tag team match was entertaining for what it was worth, but it wasn't worth much. I am very much looking forward to Jericho vs. Sami Zayn at Clash of Champions, but I couldn't care less about the other two tag team feuds that were furthered in this match. The New Day vs. The Club has well overstayed its welcome while The Shining Stars vs. Enzo Amore and Big Cass has been total throwaway.
· Bo Dallas vs. Gary Graham: I guess it's good they're at least trying to do something significant with Dallas again, but they missed the boat with him years ago. Could he be considered damaged goods at this point? I like how he has a new serious demeanor about him, but there's a real disconnect when he brings a goofy looking sign down to the ring with him. That might have been fitting for his character even a few months ago, but not now. If they really want fans to start to take him seriously as a potential threat again, he needs to ditch every aspect of his persona that is comedic.
· Nikki Bella and Naomi vs. Carmella and Natalya: I can't crap on this match because it wasn't a true match; it was over in the matter of a minute. I'm assuming their time was cut or something of that nature because needless to say, this came across like it was rushed beyond belief. If nothing else, they managed to continue the story with Carmella attacking Nikki again and I'm excited about a possible No Disqualification match between them at No Mercy.
· Baron Corbin vs. Apollo Crews: Similar to Owens vs. Reigns, Corbin vs. Crews was a fine enough match, but we've seen it several times as of late and it hasn't done anything to benefit Crews whatsoever. I'm glad Corbin is building momentum and is apparently headed for a feud with Jack Swagger (who he must beat), but Crews is as directionless as ever. He was one of the few people I thought would benefit most from the Brand Split, but he hasn't done much of note on the blue brand other than losing to The Miz and Corbin on multiple occasions. He has a ton of untapped potential, so I surely hope they see that soon and begin to utilize him properly.
