Week of September 26, 2015
Match of the Week: John Cena vs. Seth Rollins - Night of Champions, September 20
As much as I enjoyed Night of Champions on Sunday night, not many matches that could be considered "instant classics" took place. There were a handful of good matches, but very few if any truly great ones. The closest we came to witnessing a five-star bout was during the United States Championship match between Seth Rollins and John Cena. Yes, they've had almost a million matches against each other in the past year, but who can complain when all of their encounters have been excellent? Granted, I enjoyed their SummerSlam outing slightly more, but their Night of Champions contest was very entertaining in its own right and I liked how they strayed away from the usual formula by incorporating fresh spots. The clean finish that saw Cena plant Rollins with an Attitude Adjustment didn't bother me because it was logical to put the belt back on Cena, but was it really necessary for him to hit another AA on him following the match? Nevertheless, their rematch the next night on Raw paled in comparison, so hopefully that was the last time they'll face off for a while. 

Superstar of the Week: John Cena
Shockingly enough, I haven't had John Cena as my Superstar of the Week in over a year! What's weird about that is that 2015 has undoubtedly been the best in-ring year of his career to date, so one would think he would have received the award at some point in the last nine months. Regardless, if there was any week to give him the award, it'd be this past week with strong back-to-back performances at Night of Champions and on Raw. In his pay-per-view outing against Rollins, he reigned supreme to regain the United States Championship for a record-setting the fifth time. He faced his first challenge less than 24 hours later versus Rollins once again, and despite the WWE World Heavyweight Champion's best efforts, The Champ successfully retained his star-spangled prize. Now, he looks to take on all-comers for his title. 

Show of the Week: WWE Night of Champions, September 20
There were plenty of mixed reviews from fans regarding Night of Champions, but I was among those who thoroughly enjoyed the event. Seriously, I thought it was better than SummerSlam on the whole, and I attended that show! There weren't any standout matches like there were at the biggest blockbuster of the summer, but I walked away from the finish to the main event as well as the rest of the card not only satisfied but also excited for what might be in store for Hell in a Cell next month. First off, the three title changes made the show feel newsworthy and they were all well-deserved. None of the matches infuriated me (which is always a plus) and the two main event matches with Seth Rollins pulling double duty were solid. It was crucial for WWE to hit a home run with this pay-per-view considering how bad the build-up had been in the weeks leading up to it, but now it's time for them to carry the momentum from this show into the fall season. It's typically a "dead" period for WWE, so I'm hoping they can keep the product alive in the months ahead. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Kane returns: It's weird putting a Kane return at the top of the "Highlights" column let alone including it at all, but I was genuinely happy to see him back at Night of Champions. Had it been Corporate Kane helping Seth Rollins retain his title(s), maybe then I would have rolled my eyes, but it's masked Kane! I know there's really not much of a difference anymore in 2015, but the masked character is ten times more entertaining, or at least for me. The "mind games" he played with Rollins on Raw and SmackDown were equally enjoyable and made me hopeful about this feud with Rollins that will likely be carrying a decent portion of the programming going into Hell in a Cell.
· Roman Reigns, Dean Ambrose and Chris Jericho vs. The Wyatt Family: I'm well-aware there were those who were disappointed by Jericho being the mystery partner, but I loved the choice. Who were they expecting? An NXT standout? They would have had to lose. The Rock? Come on, let's be real. Jericho has credibility as a performer, so he put Braun Strowman over big time when he won clean. The match itself was a standard six-man tag, but it was fun while it lasted. What I liked even more was the tease for a Jericho heel turn.
· Ryback vs. Kevin Owens: It wasn't the greatest match at Night of Champions, but Owens and Ryback produced a solid bout and opened the show on a high note. Of course, Owens has had better matches in WWE, but he worked to Ryback's strengths and I enjoyed the match more than I thought I would. Most importantly, Owens winning the Intercontinental Championship was the right move. Ryback had a well-deserved reign as champion for a few months, but now it's time for Owens to take the title and attempt to make it mean something again, and if there's anyone who can do it, it's him.
· Charlotte vs. Nikki Bella: In all honesty, I enjoyed their Raw match more than their Night of Champions encounter, but that might have been because there was more suspense with the record at risk of being broken. Even still, they had a pretty good match on the pay-per-view with Charlotte selling her injured knee the entire time, but it would have been nice if Charlotte bothered to sell the injury in locking in the Figure Eight on Nikki.
· Paige turns heel and Natalya returns: It was such a great week for the Divas division that I figured I would lump these two highlights into one. Not only is Charlotte the new Divas Champion, but Paige has finally turned heel and Natalya's back! What could be better? Well, getting rid of the awful "Divas" name would be a step in the right direction, but that's another rant for another day. At any rate, WWE built up Paige's frustration well in recent weeks and it paid off in a big way with her "pipebomb"-esque promo on Raw. It was also awesome to see Natalya back on WWE programming for the first time in many months. Now the key is utilizing her tremendous talents properly, and that did a decent job of that on SmackDown.
· Asuka debut: While I wasn't a fan of Askua being run off by Dana Brooke and Emma at the end of the contract signing, it was still a cool segment. Is this not the first time WWE has made a major happening out of a woman signing? If so, amazing! She is obviously highly skilled in addition to being charismatic, so I look forward to seeing what she brings to the NXT women's division.
This Week's Low Points
· Sting gets injured: Please note that I am not putting the WWE World Heavyweight Championship match from Night of Champions in the "Low Points" column. In fact, I liked it a lot more than most people did and I thought Sting looked excellent in the ring, both physically and in keeping up with Seth Rollins. Rather, it was unfortunate to see him hurt by the end of the match, and I'd reckon it had something to do with either the scary-looking commentary table spot or him taking the Buckle Bomb before he collapsed. It's left many wondering what the injury means for his in-ring career and it might be a while before we know for sure, but here's wishing him a full recovery.
· The New Day vs. The Dudley Boyz: There's no doubting that the tag team division in WWE is in a far better place than it was even a month or two ago, but I don't think this match was all that it could have been. Hell, their match on Raw from a few weeks ago was better than this. It's not that it was a bad match, but rather the match never felt like it left first gear before they rushed to the finishing sequence and then it ended in a disqualification, making it fall flat for this viewer. At least a rematch has been announced for the upcoming MSG special.
· Dolph Ziggler vs. Rusev: In their defense, they had what was likely their best bout to date at Night of Champions. It was well-wrestled and all the focus wasn't on the women at ringside for once, mainly because Lana wasn't there and it was only Summer Rae. That said, part of me wanted to think that Ziggler winning would spell the end of the feud, but I knew I couldn't be so foolish. I was glad they wrestled on Raw and SmackDown instead of partaking in terrible talking segments, but the fact this program has dragged on for this long is mind-boggling to me. Does anyone even know why they're still fighting at this point?
· Seth Rollins losing clean: As previously noted, I didn't have too much of an issue with Rollins losing the United States Championship to John Cena at Night of Champions, but the decision to have him lose clean to Cena yet again on Raw was asinine. It clearly establishes Rollins as inferior to him, so why not just give the world title to Cena? His loss to Dean Ambrose on SmackDown didn't help matters, either.
· Big Show vs. Cesaro: I absolutely hated Cesaro losing clean to Big Show last week, but I didn't go crazy because it was on SmackDown and, I mean, who watches SmackDown these days? This week was worse because it happened on Raw, the show everyone watches. And don't tell me it was because they're building him up for his match against Brock Lesnar next weekend at MSG. He's the Big Show! No one honestly takes him seriously in 2015, especially against Lesnar. Not only that, but was it necessary for Cesaro to be in the role of an enhancement talent? That's why guys like Heath Slater and Adam Rose are employed! The misuse of Cesaro continues to frustrate me beyond belief.
· Eva Marie vs. Carmella: To put these two against each other once was bad enough, but to hold a rematch was another level of stupid. This match was flat-out horrendous. They're both improving, but not at the rate they should be at this point. The finish that saw Carmella tumble to the outside of the ring and get counted out was so bad it was funny. Please do not let this mean we're in for yet another match between them.
