WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 27, 2014
MATCH OF THE WEEK: SHEAMUS VS. CESARO - NIGHT OF CHAMPIONS
Sunday's Night of Champions pay-per-view featured several excellent matches, so it's hard to pick just one as the best of the week. However, of all the matches that took place at the event, the bout pitting Sheamus and Cesaro against each other impressed me the most. Keep in mind that this match had very little buildup going into Night of Champions. The feud mostly consisted of Cesaro attacking Sheamus from behind and that was about it. When it came time for them to do battle in Nashville, fans expected an excellent match, but nothing like what we ended up getting. There were several innovative counters from both competitors that left fans speechless. After a very physical outing, Sheamus nailed Cesaro with a Brogue Kick for the three count, successfully retaining his United States title. The chemistry these two have is simply unreal and it's amazing WWE hasn't done more to make their matches meaningful. 

SUPERSTAR OF THE WEEK: DEAN AMBROSE
Name me one Superstar who made a bigger impact this past week than Dean Ambrose. Admit it: It's impossible. Ambrose made his presence felt on every one of WWE's main programs in the last seven days, including at the Night of Champions pay-per-view. After a month away from WWE TV, Ambrose made his highly anticipated return last Sunday night to answer the open challenge of Seth Rollins. The two brawled all over the arena, spilling into the next night's Raw (where Ambrose defeated Kane by disqualification earlier in the evening). The Lunatic Fringe's embarrassment of The Miz on Main Event led to the two facing off in a match on SmackDown, which was won by Ambrose. He's baaaaack! 

SHOW OF THE WEEK: WWE NIGHT OF CHAMPIONS
I've seen a lot of mixed reviews regarding last Sunday's Night of Champions pay-per-view, but whether you liked it or not, there's no questioning that it was the best programming WWE put out this week. SmackDown came in a close second (which is strange for me to say), but it was ultimately the Show of the Week. A lot of the finishes to the matches were questionable, but the action on the whole was extremely entertaining. Sheamus and Cesaro stole the show with their excellent outing while Chris Jericho and Randy Orton had a gem of a match as well. Heck, even the Divas had an above-average match. Granted, there were some aspects of the show that left something to be desired, but it was miles better anything that happened on Raw the next night. As enjoyable as Night of Champions was, it still didn't change the fact the product is in a sad state right now. WWE is in major need of a shakeup, and one can only hope that will happen fairly soon. 

OTHER NOTABLE HIGHLIGHTS AND LOW POINTS
THIS WEEK'S HIGHLIGHTS
· Randy Orton vs. Chris Jericho: Was there ever any doubt that these two would have a great match? While it didn't have much of a story behind it, at least they built it up to the best of their ability earlier in the evening on The Peep Show with Christian. Orton and Jericho work so well together that it boggles my mind that they haven't faced each other more over the years. Nevertheless, Jericho ended his most recent run on a high note (literally and figuratively) with this match and I'd love to them reignite this rivalry upon Jericho's eventual return.
· The Usos vs. Gold and Stardust: Say what you will about the dwindling tag team division, but these two tandems create magic every time they're in the ring together. They had an excellent opener at Night of Champions that saw the 'Dust brothers come out on top as the new WWE Tag Team Champions. Their rematch on SmackDown was also quite good and the non-finish leads me to believe we're in for more great matches between them down the stretch. Could this title run for the Rhodes lead them to splitting up for real this time?
· Paige vs. AJ Lee vs. Nikki Bella: The Bella angle has taken up more television time than most of us would like, but I was beyond glad it didn't play a factor in Sunday's Divas Championship match. When you leave it to the wrestlers to wrestle, you'll get a good match. Sounds simple, right? AJ and Paige carried most of the match, but Nikki held her own and showed signs of improvement. I wasn't thrilled to see AJ win back the Divas title so quickly, but hopefully they can get their feud back on track by ditching the HLA stuff.
· Dean Ambrose vs. The Miz: I enjoyed Ambrose's interaction with Miz on 'Miz TV' during this week's Main Event and was glad to see them follow it up with a match on SmackDown. The Ohio natives worked an entertaining match that left me wanting to see them cross paths again soon. It's also a plus whenever any wrestling show kicks off with a match and not a long, drawn-out talking segment.
· Cesaro vs. Dolph Ziggler: Cesaro had a strong showing in the No. 1 Contender's Battle Royal, but I didn't like it how they held the Intercontinental Championship match between him and Ziggler that same night. Why not advertise it for Raw or SmackDown next week? Despite that, they had a very good match with a finish that allows them to continue feuding if that's the route they're going in. Their awesome chemistry could make for a stellar series of matches.
· Kofi Kingston vs. Justin Gabriel: How often is it that a Superstars match receives praise from the dirt sheets? Not only that, but it lived up to the hype in being a lot of fun. I couldn't believe that these two hadn't worked together before given how long they've both been with the company. Check out this contest when you get a chance. You won't be disappointed!
THIS WEEK'S LOW POINTS
· John Cena vs. Brock Lesnar: I'll start off by saying that I thought the match was very good. They had the tough task of following up their spectacular SummerSlam match and they succeeded. Then why is it in the Low Points column, you ask? Because of the finish. Were there no other creative ways to end the match than in a disqualification? I don't want to say it made Lesnar look weak, but it was a fluky finish that felt more like a cop-out because the writers didn't know what else to do. Why not do a double disqualification? It would've made more sense if this was leading to a Hell in a Cell match between Cena and Lesnar next month, but that doesn't appear to be the case as of now.
· Dolph Ziggler vs. The Miz: Ziggler and Miz never have a bad match, but the finish to their Night of Champions match was deplorable. First off, the focus was more so on the sidekicks at ringside than the action in the ring. Worse yet, Florida Georgia Line's involvement was incredibly pointless and hindered the finish as well. I might be in the minority here, but I'm personally not a fan of the constant title changes. It makes them feel meaningless and hurts the overall prestige of the strap... if there's any prestige left, that is.
· Rusev vs. Mark Henry: Their matches at Night of Champions and on Raw weren't terrible, but they were lackluster and didn't warrant the main event spots they received on Raw and SmackDown last week. They were nice wins for Rusev, but did anyone really care? In nothing else, the teasing of a heel turn from Henry on Main Event was well done and Rusev's SmackDown match with Big Show was a major improvement.
· John Cena vs. Randy Orton: You've seen one Cena-Orton match, you've seen them all. It's not that they have bad matches, it's just that we've seen them face each other so many times before that it's doesn't feel special anymore. It was a tired way of ending Raw, especially given the way it ended in a disqualification. It annoys me WWE can't come up with more creative ways to end matches than this.
· Jack Swagger vs. Bo Dallas: The feud was doomed to fail from the start, so I can't say I'm surprised the series of matches between Swagger and Dallas have flopped. Similar to some of the aforementioned matches, it was fine for what it was. The problem with them trading wins is that no one cares. Although he "won" the feud, what did Swagger really gain when Dallas is cast as an enhancement talent more of often than not?
· Los Matadores vs. Slater Gator: If I need to explain to you why this match is in this column, you need help. In all seriousness, it wasn't as bad as it could have been, but it still didn't need to happen. It simply felt like a waste of time. I don't at all care for all the silliness with Adam Rose's bunny and it wouldn't be as groan-worthy if the product was in better shape at the moment.
