Week of September 2, 2017
Match of the Week: Roderick Strong vs. Bobby Roode - NXT, August 30
Roderick Strong and Bobby Roode have had nothing short of a ruthless rivalry these past few months, and it appeared it would end without a proper conclusion when Roode was called up to SmackDown Live last week. Thankfully, he was able to finish up his feud with Strong on NXT in what was a thrilling main event. Strong was determined to stop at nothing to avenge his family, exuding amazing emotion. The story was stellar from start to finish, and despite a strong showing from Roode, Strong was successful in scoring the victory. 

Superstar of the Week: Bobby Roode
Unfortunately, there aren't too many things to love about SmackDown Live at the moment, but one thing I am extremely excited for this fall season is the addition of Bobby Roode to the roster. Mere days removed from his loss of the NXT Championship at NXT TakeOver: Brooklyn III, Roode debuted on SmackDown last week, following up that initial appearance with a win on this week's episode as well against Mike Kanellis. The very next night, he wrapped up his rivalry with Roderick Strong on NXT, and although he came out on the losing end, he looked, well, glorious in defeat. 

Show of the Week: WWE NXt, August 30
Although both Raw and SmackDown Live were decent shows this past week, neither of them were overly exceptional, whereas I thought NXT delivered a really entertaining episode on Wednesday night. It kicked off with Roderick Strong staking his claim at Drew McIntyre's NXT Championship before beating Bobby Roode in an outstanding main event match. The rest of the show featured Ruby Riot and Peyton Royce ripping it up, Heavy Machinery returning after a brief hiatus and several matches being set up for next week. The black-and-yellow brand continues to kill it on a weekly basis. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· John Cena and Roman Reigns contract signing: This was a match I was really hoping would be saved for WrestleMania 34, and this was exactly the reason why. I knew that they would bring the best out of each other, both in the ring and on the mic, and that was absolutely evident during this segment. I can see why some didn't appreciate them using insider lingo, but it was what fans wanted to hear and it enhanced the overall entertainment value of the contract signing. Cena owned Reigns with what he said at the end, and now I find myself anxiously anticipating their upcoming encounter at the No Mercy pay-per-view.
· Intercontinental Championship No. 1 Contender's Battle Royal: Most WWE Battle Royals feature jobbers battling it out and therefore it's hard to care about them, but it was pretty apparent from the get-go that this one in particular would feature some star power. They kept me engaged with the several stories that were told with the likes of The Hardy Boyz, Luke Gallows and Karl Anderson, and Finn Balor, and the final few minutes were fun. I was fully expecting Jason Jordan to win, so Jeff Hardy was a nice surprise.
· Seth Rollins vs. Cesaro, Dean Ambrose vs. Sheamus: It isn't often I include two matches under the same "Highlight," but both bouts were essentially the same in being very enjoyable. Rollins and Ambrose continue to inject new life into Raw's tag team division and contest above-average matches with Sheamus and Cesaro. They ate up a good chunk of television time as well with their back-to-back matches here, even thought I felt one of them could have been saved for next week. My only complaint is that the teams traded wins so it was basically 50/50 booking.
· Shelton Benjamin and Chad Gable vs. The Ascension: Yes, a case can be made that Benjamin and Gable would be doing just fine on their own, but I don't have enough faith in WWE to use them properly as singles stars right now. That said, they should be a blast as a tandem for the foreseeable future and this was a solid start for them against The Ascension. The matches they could have with The Usos over the tag team titles have the potential to be phenomenal.
· Gentleman Jack Gallagher vs. The Brian Kendrick: I like Gallagher and I like Kendrick, but their feud so far has been very hit or miss from week-to-week. Sometimes they'll do great work together, and other times they'll deliver a stinker of a segment. Thankfully, their No Disqualification this past week on 205 Live was one of the more memorable matches I've seen on the show in some time. They made excellent use of the extreme environment and I appreciated the brutality of the bout. It didn't last long, seemingly because Gallagher was busted open halfway through, but I liked it for what it was. I assume their rivalry is far from over given Kendrick went over.
This Week's Low Points
· Enzo Amore vs. Noam Dar: I had my concerns about Amore joining the Cruiserweight division when he surfaced on 205 Live last week, and his "debut" match as a Cruiserweight wrestler on Monday's Raw didn't help matters. There is no denying that he has charisma and that he's a terrific talker, but wrestling certainly isn't his strong suit. Noam Dar had to carry him to a competent contest, which is pretty sad when you think about it, and not even he could get a passable match out of Amore. Hell, he botched his own finisher! Neville will need to be a miracle worker in order to ensure Enzo doesn't embarrass himself during their matches.
· Emma vs. Mickie James: I felt bad about putting these women in the "Low Points" column a few weeks ago because I knew they were capable of contesting a better match, but this was simply a train wreck. Neither of these women win on Raw regularly, so of course the crowd couldn't have cared less about it. Worse yet, Emma finally scored a victory, but only after she debuted atrocious new entrance music. It looks like WWE is intentionally making Emma out to be obnoxious. What a shame. I'd love for Paige to return and reunite with her.
· Elias attacks Pelvis Wesley: I've gradually grown to become a fan of Elias and his weekly singing segments where he trashes the hometown crowd, but it was painfully obvious that this was filler and it wasn't entertaining whatsoever. I typically get a kick out of Heath Slater and his wacky tendencies, but I could do without WWE incorporating characters from Southpaw Regional Wrestling into Raw. The series is hilarious, but the main roster writers don't do comedy well. By the way, poor Memphis. They're constantly mocked by WWE for being famous for their music.
· The Usos vs. The New Day: While this match wasn't terrible by any means, it just wasn't necessary. I figured they would face off in a rematch from SummerSlam for the SmackDown Tag Team Championship, but why waste one of their encounters on SmackDown without any prior hype? Their chemistry is off-the-charts, but there was only so much they could do with a few minutes. On the bright side, I'm certain their next (and likely last) clash will be exceptional.
· Tamina vs. local athlete: It should be well-documented by now that Tamina has no business wrestling on the main roster, because in seven years, she has hardly improved. She sticks out like a sore thumb when wrestling on the same show as Charlotte Flair, Becky Lynch and others who are far superior to her in the ring. It's almost unbelievable that she had as poor of a showing as she did on SmackDown Live this past week in under 60 seconds. I guess Lana is supposed to be her mouthpiece going forward, but that has disaster written all over it considering Lana is struggling to improve as well. Here's hoping we see less of these two and more of Charlotte and Becky in the future.
