Week of September 30, 2017
Match of the Week: Seth Rollins and Dean Ambrose vs. Sheamus and Cesaro: Raw Tag Team Championship Match - No Mercy, September 24
There were a slew of quality matches that took place at No Mercy last Sunday, but in my opinion, none were better than the Raw Tag Team Championship match with Seth Rollins and Dean Ambrose defending against Sheamus and Cesaro. I thought it would be impossible for them to top their encounter from SummerSlam last month, but they raised the bar (see what I did there?) in their rematch by going all out and delivering a phenomenal performance. Cesaro especially deserves props for suffering the severe dental injury he did and continuing to compete regardless. 

Superstar of the Week: Finn Balor
Finn Balor has been treading water for a while now during his feud with Bray Wyatt, but at least he's coming off one of his better weeks in recent memory. Despite being ambushed from behind before his bout with Wyatt could begin at No Mercy, he was able to emerge victorious in convincing fashion and (seemingly) slay The Eater of Worlds once and for all. He rode that wave of momentum into Raw where he faced Goldust one-on-one and gained retribution for The Bizarre One attacking him earlier in the evening. Next up? The Universal Championship. 

Show of the Week: WWE No Mercy, September 24
No Mercy received its fair share of flack once it was over because of its lackluster ending and rightfully so because that Universal Championship main event was definitely disappointing, but the overall event was excellent I thought. Raw hit it out of the park with Great Balls of Fire back in July and the undercard for No Mercy was equally enjoyable. As noted, the Raw Tag Team Championship match was highly physical and the best bout of the night while the women delivered and John Cena and Roman had an encounter for the ages. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Raw Women's Championship Fatal 5-Way Match: Despite the talent involved, I wasn't too excited for this match going into No Mercy considering every other mutli-woman match WWE has done this year hasn't been too memorable. I'd much prefer a one-on-one matchup for the title, but this turned into a really fun affair. Everyone played their roles well and there never seemed to be a dull moment from start to finish. Much to my surprise, Nia Jax especially shined and was well-protected throughout. I'm glad Bliss is now moving into a feud with Mickie James instead of rekindling her rivalry with Bayley.
· Roman Reigns vs. John Cena: There were plenty of polarizing opinions on this match with some calling it great and others calling it garbage, but personally, I thoroughly enjoyed it and thought it lived up to the billing as being WrestleMania worthy. The atmosphere was electric and while there wasn't much in the way of technical wrestling, there didn't need to be because they had the crowd with them the entire time. That said, I will admit that it was pretty ridiculous that Reigns kicked out of four Attitude Adjustments.
· The Miz vs. Jason Jordan: Say what you will about Jordan's poor build-up in recent months, but what can't be denied is how he can take it to another level when that bell rings. The guy is an incredible athlete and that was on full display in his awesome (no pun intended) outing with Miz. It was also the perfect way to kick off the night and Miz retained the title as he should have. Unsurprisingly, the pro-Miz crowd in Los Angeles booed the hell out of Jordan, making it all more evident to me that he is in desperate need of a heel turn sooner rather than later if he is going to be successful.
· Braun Strowman vs. Dean Ambrose: The only thing I was looking forward to coming off Strowman's deflating loss to Brock Lesnar at No Mercy was Strowman killing some dudes on Raw, and that's exactly what we got. His first victim was Curt Hawkins, and then he dismantled Ambrose in their short but fun match. With Strowman facing Seth Rollins on next week's Raw, I'm curious as to whether this means he might be facing The Shield at TLC instead of The Miztourage.
· Sami Zayn vs. Kevin Owens: Anyone complaining about how "overdone" this match is by this point needs to realize that they have always worked well against each other, and SmackDown Live this week was no exception. Their promo that opened the show was some of Zayn's best mic work in many months, while Owens delivered in spades as well. Their match was equally entertaining, but it was the finish that I really loved with Owens beating down Zayn until he couldn't continue, similar to when he beat him for the NXT Championship two years ago at TakeOver: Rival. The evolution of the Owens character remains the most must-see part of SmackDown these days.
· Kassius Ohno vs. Fabian Aichner: I assumed this would be a standard squash match for Ohno, but it was actually an exceptional showing for Aichner. This was a blast of a bout while it lasted and I hope we'll be seeing more of Aichner in NXT soon.
This Week's Low Points
· Brock Lesnar vs. Braun Stowman: Many fans, myself included, had been looking forward to Lesnar and Strowman waging war since they first teased going at it on the post-WrestleMania edition of Raw back in April. To me, the ending outcome of this contest was never in doubt, so Lesnar retaining the Universal Championship didn't bother me too much, but it was the way Strowman lost that confused me. He has been running rampant over the entire roster for months now, and all it takes is one F5 to put him away? The match itself was damn disappointing as well with no real sense of urgency and none of the nearfalls were suspenseful.
· Neville vs. Enzo Amore: I will say that Amore is better off as a heel and has quickly come into his own in the role on Raw and 205 Live, but I still disagree with the decision to put the WWE Cruiserweight Championship on him. He simply can't compare to Neville in the ring, and his matches are awful. Look no further than No Mercy, because this bout was beyond boring and fans couldn't have cared less. If losing the strap gets Neville the hell away from the Cruiserweight division, then this might have been worth it.
· Elias vs. Apollo Crews: I can almost guarantee you that it would have been The Hardy Boyz vs. Luke Gallows and Karl Anderson on the No Mercy Kickoff show had Jeff Hardy not gotten hurt days earlier. At any rate, they had a fine enough match, and their rematch on Raw was decent, but neither of them were memorable in the slightest. This is more of a minor "Low Point" given Elias rightfully won both matches and maintained his momentum in the process. WWE didn't do the dreaded 50/50 booking that they're known for, but Crews needs some focus right now.
· Finn Balor vs. Goldust: The match itself isn't a "Low Point" as much as the build-up to it was and the aftermath. So, Goldust apparently turned face two weeks ago when he battled Bray Wyatt, and out of nowhere, he turned back heel on this show. I'm happy he's a heel again, but it was random, nonetheless. Then, following Balor's victory, the lights flickered and Wyatt's music hit, indicating that their feud is not yet over. That's a major bummer because it should've ended a while ago.
· Jinder Mahal and Shinsuke Nakamura: I guess WWE's reasoning behind having Mahal cut a promo in front of the live crowd and fall flat for two weeks straight was because they wanted this moment with Nakamura interrupting him to mean more. Well, it didn't, and I still wish those promos had never happened because they were tremendously terrible. Nakamura finally gave Mahal his comeuppance (somewhat, anyway), which makes me think that he isn't winning the WWE Championship at Hell in a Cell. If that's the case, I can't believe WWE would keep the title on Mahal any longer. He has been a bust as WWE Champion and it's time to end this experiment once and for all.
· Liv Morgan vs. Vanessa Borne: I was shocked that this match wasn't nearly as atrocious as it could have been given who was involved, but the fact remains that Morgan hasn't improved as much as she should have after three years in NXT.
