Week of September 9, 2017
Match of the Week: Big Show vs. Braun Strowman: Steel Cage Match - Raw, September 4
If you told me one year ago that Big Show and Braun Strowman would be headlining Raw in a Steel Cage match, I would have asked you why anyone would waste their time watching such an atrocity. Well, plenty can change in a year's time, and this was in fact one of the best Raw main events to take place in 2017. Strowman and Show bring the best out of each other and this was another exceptional effort from them. The World's Largest Athlete hit all of his signature spots, but it wasn't enough to put away Strowman, who decisively defeated Show before putting him through a cage wall. 

Superstar of the Week: Enzo Amore
Putting Enzo Amore in the Cruiserweight division wouldn't have been my first choice, but there's no denying that he has quickly found success since joining the Cruiserweight ranks. On Monday's Raw, he took part in a six-man tag team rematch from 205 Live the week prior, and despite his rambling beforehand, he helped his team score the victory. He rode that wave of momentum into the next night's edition of 205 Live, where he outlasted four other competitors to punch his ticket to No Mercy, where he will contend for the Cruiserweight Championship against Neville. 

Show of the Week: WWE NXT, September 6
On the whole, Raw and SmackDown Live did not deliver exceptional episodes this week. The key moments were memorable and the builds for No Mercy and next week's loaded edition of SmackDown were well done, but the shows themselves weren't quite as enjoyable as NXT in my opinion. The black-and-yellow brand continues to kill it on a weekly basis with top-notch wrestling, engaging storyline progression and must-see programming. The latest installment featured three squash matches, Kassius Ohno and Hideo Itami contesting a fun No DQ match and Asuka biding farewell to NXT. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· John Cena vs. Jason Jordan: Raw kicking off with a match involving Cena was a refreshing change of pace and this was easily Jordan's strongest singles showing to date. However, the issue has never been his in-ring work but rather his lack of character development. Aside from how he's Kurt Angle's son (in storyline), why should fans care about him? Between this bout and the one he had with Finn Balor a few weeks ago, it's obvious he can hang with Raw's biggest names, and that's encouraging, but he needs to show more personality or risk burning out and ruining this angle that officials had high hopes for.
· The Miz vs. Jeff Hardy: Intercontinental Championship matches don't happen incredibly often on TV nowadays, so it was cool that these two received as much time as they did and had a great match. I assumed interference from The Miztourage was a given, but Miz retaining his title in (relatively) clean fashion was a pleasant surprise. It's important to build him up as a credible champion so it means more when he's eventually beaten. By the way, who will be next to challenge for the championship at No Mercy?
· Kevin Owens and Shane McMahon: I was already excited for this feud because of the potential it had to be brilliant, but their latest encounter on SmackDown Live this week took their rivalry to another level. Owens is one of the most talented talkers in the entire company, and that was evident when he ran down Shane and made some pretty despicable remarks. The crowd was hot for Shane giving Owens his comeuppance which in turn cost him his job (for now). I'm looking forward to seeing what role Mr. McMahon will play in this story come SmackDown.
· Randy Orton vs. Shinsuke Namaura: I couldn't tell you the last truly awesome match Orton had prior to this past week, so he needed this excellent outing more than Nakamura did. Unsurprisingly, they put together a terrific main event for SmackDown Live that saw Nakamura score the victory and earn another shot at the WWE Championship. Here's hoping this loss will drive Orton to turn heel sooner rather than later as opposed to continuing his rivalry with Rusev.
· Enzo Amore vs. Cedric Alexander vs. The Brian Kendrick vs. Gran Metalik vs. Tony Nese: It was obvious as soon as it was announced on Raw that Enzo was winning this match, but take nothing away from the incredible quality of this Fatal 5-Way. Enzo spent a majority of the matchup laid out at ringside while the other four athletes showed off their skills and worked wonderfully together. I thought Alexander especially shined by taking three of the four eliminations, and him getting the spotlight he deserves was long overdue. Furthermore, Metalik is a fantastic wrestler and he looked real good in defeat here. Time will tell as to how Enzo will fare against Neville.
This Week's Low Points
· Finn Balor and Bray Wyatt: I'm glad Balor has some sense of direction compared to when he first came back from injury and was competing in random matches every week, but this feud with Wyatt isn't doing him any favors. Their SummerSlam match was solid albeit unspectacular, and Balor winning in decisive fashion should have been the end of it. Instead, they are set to do battle one more time at No Mercy this month after Wyatt challenged him on Monday's Raw. Balor's promo was decent, but Wyatt's response, per usual, was well-delivered yet had zero substance because he never backs up anything he says.
· Enzo Amore, Cedric Alexander and Gran Metalik vs. Tony Nese, Drew Gulak and Noam Dar: I was fine with the six-man tag team match these guys had on 205 Live the week prior, but holding a rematch six days later on Raw for no apparent reason was pretty pointless. Alexander and Metalik carried a majority of the matchup while Enzo cheated to win, again. Worse yet, Enzo wasted my time with a promo beforehand that felt like it was never going to end. He's picking up victories, but this Enzo experiment is not off to a strong start.
· Dolph Ziggler re-debuts: I'm honestly not even sure why WWE bothered to bring Ziggler back to TV if his contact with the company is up fairly soon. Do they want him to put over Bobby Roode on the way out? No, it isn't confirmed that he's leaving, but I truly can't see him sticking around, and for what? Similar to Enzo's promo on Raw, I felt like the time given to Ziggler for his "re-debut" on SmackDown Live would have been better off used for something else because it accomplished nothing and received no reaction. I simply couldn't care less about Ziggler anymore.
· Sami Zayn vs. Aiden English: I was hoping this match was meant to allow Zayn to bounce back from his "loss" to English last week before getting back on the right track. Instead, Zayn lost yet another random match to English before... chasing him, or something. I would almost understand if this was a feud of some sort, but English is an enhancement talent and Zayn deserves far, far better. It's almost comical that English now owns more victories versus Zayn than Mike Kanellis does.
· TJP vs. Ariya Daivari: From a storyline standpoint, it made perfect sense for these two to face off after they came to blows on last week's episode of 205 Live. Unfortunately, the match failed to deliver and actually kind of sucked. I was slightly surprised because Daivari is good in the ring and TJP is excellent, so I expected at least a passable match. Instead, it was a flat four-minute matchup. It also didn't help that it was a heel vs. heel match, so the crowd had zero reason to invest in anything they did. On the bright side, I got a kick of Rich Swann confronting TJP following his win, and that's a feud I've been enjoying for the most part lately. Expect their rubber match to take place in the near future.
