Week of December 14, 2019
Match of the Week: Lio Rush vs. Angel Garza: NXT Cruiserweight Championship Match - NXT, December 11
The long-running rivalry between Lio Rush and Angel Garza finally came to a head when they clashed in a rematch for the NXT Cruiserweight Championship on this week's NXT. Rush has been killing it as Cruiserweight Champion and he had another standout performance here, while Garza once again proved his worth as a star on the rise. This managed to be even better than their original encounter. The nearfalls were suspenseful, the crowd was into the action, and Garza winning the title was the right result. He's had an incredible 2019 and this was an awesome way to top it off.
Superstar of the Week: Seth Rollins
Seth Rollins' fall from grace with the WWE Universe in 2019 has been well documented. Although he's had two Universal Championship reigns to his credit, there's no denying that fans have gradually turned on him. He had no choice but to go back to being a heel, and sure enough, he cemented his villainous status this past week on Raw. He officially announced his alliance with AOP and declared that the fans didn't deserve him. Basically, it was the same type of whiny promo he's been cutting for months, except now it had the desired reaction. Needless to say, this was overdue.
Show of the Week: WWE NXT, December 11
Does it really come as any surprise at this point that NXT was the Show of the Week? Raw and SmackDown have been abysmal since Survivor Series season wrapped up, but NXT continues to churn out great show after great show every Wednesday. This past week was no exception. Granted, the entire episode wasn't amazing, but those opening and closing matches were fantastic. The NXT Cruiserweight Championship (complete with a title change) was wonderful and the number one contender's Triple Threat match in the main event was an absolute blast. I'm already anticipating next week.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Rey Mysterio vs. AJ Styles: This was a bit of an odd choice to go with in the main event of Raw, if only because it had nothing to do with the TLC pay-per-view this Sunday. Rather, it was a rematch from two weeks ago when Mysterio knocked off Styles for the United States Championship thanks to an assist from Randy Orton. The title was on the line again here and it was an equally entertaining encounter. Styles regaining the gold would have been premature, so Mysterio retaining was the right call. This was a super fun match, but I'm slightly disappointed it never turned into a full-fledged feud due to Styles' focus being on Orton.
· Humberto Carrillo vs. Andrade: Speaking of two guys who work well together, I enjoyed the hell out of this. Carrillo hasn't scored many notable victories in the short period of time he's been on Raw, so this was huge for him. Granted, Andrade hasn't had a ton of direction lately either, but it was a pleasantly surprising outcome, nonetheless. While I'm happy Carrillo is on the ascent, I fear what might become of the tension teased afterward between Andrade and Zelina Vega. They're too good of a pairing to be broken up.
· Bray Wyatt and The Miz: For the second straight week, I really dug what they did with Wyatt and Miz. I loved the approach they took with Renee Young interviewing Miz in his home, only to be interrupted by Maryse screaming about Wyatt's Firefly Fun House puppets playing with Monroe Sky in her crib. Of course, the acting was questionable, but this was so vastly different than anything we tend to see on SmackDown from week to week that it's hard to hate on it. I'm looking forward to their match coming up at TLC.
· The Revival vs. Mustafa Ali and Shorty G: This served as a really nice preview of what we can expect from The Revival and The New Day in their Ladder match at TLC. And yes, it was just announced hours before SmackDown that it would be a Ladder match, despite The Revival originally saying they wanted to beat New Day under traditional rules. At any rate, this was perfectly paced and just a blast for the time it was given. I'm down for Ali and Shorty G as a regular tandem.
· Tommaso Ciampa vs. Finn Balor vs. Keith Lee: I struggled between giving this the Match of the Week award and the Lio Rush vs. Angel Garza NXT Cruiserweight Cruiserweight match. Obviously, I ultimately went with the latter because I've spotlighted the NXT Championship scene a lot lately. Nevertheless, this was a terrific Triple Threat with strong showings from all involved. I predicted Lee would win, so Balor stealing the victory instead certainly surprised me. They're clearly saving Ciampa vs. Adam Cole for a future TakeOver, but Lee's loss to me means he also may be in line for a title shot on a grander stage. Lord knows he deserves it after that stellar Survivor Series weekend he had in Chicago. In the meantime, Cole vs. Balor should be excellent.
· Danny Burch vs. Tony Nese: There really wasn't a reason why this match happened from a storyline standpoint, but from an in-ring standpoint, it was a quality contest. Burch is back to doing his own thing and he's been impressive so far. I would have given him the win to establish him some more, but at least he looked credible in defeat. A rematch might be in the works, anyway.
This Week's Low Points
· Rusev and Lana divorce: Typically, divorces tend to symbolize finality, but it couldn't be more clear that this ongoing love triangle with Rusev, Lana and Bobby Lashley is far from over. It should come as no surprise that this segment was yet another train wreck with atrocious acting from Lana to boot. I will say that Rusev's elation over getting divorced made me laugh. He came across like he didn't have a care in the world, whereas Lana was almost unbearable to listen to. This whole thing has been a giant waste of time. Regardless of who wins that Tables match at TLC between Rusev and Lashley, I see this thing continuing for a while to come.
· The Viking Raiders vs. The Street Profits: I thought this was a hell of a sprint from these two teams, but I put it in the "Low Points" column because it was given away with zero prior hype. I realize it was an open challenge, but this isn't the type of match you give away on free television without building it up first, at least not in three minutes. Whatever momentum Street Profits had coming off their successful main roster debut is pretty much gone at this point. It was a dumb decision for them to lose so decisively.
· Alexa Bliss and Nikki Cross vs. Fire and Desire: WWE tried to make this feel as personal as possible by having Mandy Rose and Sonya Deville ambush Bliss and Cross before the bell backstage. Despite that, the actual match lasted all of two minutes. That isn't to say it was terrible, but it never had a chance to be anything more than decent due to being so short. It's been disappointing to see how far Rose and Deville have fallen in 2019. They've been involved in nothing of note and haven't won anything of importance in months.
· Final hype for TLC: Man, WWE really doesn't give a crap about their final pay-per-view of 2019, do they? I'm not exaggerating when I say that they didn't announce any matches for the card until nine days out from the pay-per-view. That's ridiculous. As a result of all the last-minute additions, nothing feels remotely important. Neither Raw nor SmackDown did that good of a job of selling me on the show. I honestly don't feel like I'm missing anything if I don't tune in live.
· Breezango vs. The Singh Brothers: NXT may be an awesome show most weeks, but it doesn't excuse them from doing garbage like this. Look, I don't mind the cosplaying gimmick Breezango have going on right now and I actually get a kick out of them switching up their entrances every time with different themes, but it's clear they're comedic relief in the tag team division. I don't ever see them being taken seriously as threats to the NXT Tag Team Championship. It's fine if they win matches, but I was compelled to change the channel when I realized they were in the ring with The Singh Brothers. They've been terrible on 205 Live lately, so I really hope they don't become mainstays on NXT, too. It was only four minutes long, but it still felt like time wasted.
· Bianca Belair vs. Kayden Carter: There technically wasn't anything wrong with this match, but it came across like filler for the directionless Belair, who has been on NXT TV for about two years now and has yet to win the NXT Women's Championship. At this point, I think it's high time she moved to the main roster. She won't gain anything from beating the same ladies over and over again.
