Week of December 7, 2019
Match of the Week: Undisputed Era vs. Tommaso Ciampa, Keith Lee and Dominik Dijakovic - NXT, December 4
No one match from Raw, SmackDown or NXT this week stood out to me as being overly special, but I was thoroughly entertained by the six-man tag team main event on Wednesday's NXT. Undisputed Era have been killing it these past few months and had yet another awesome match with the trio of Tommaso Ciampa, Keith Lee and Dominik Dijakovic. The action was exciting and the crowd was hot for everything they did. I especially loved the finish with Lee pinning Adam Cole for the victory. I'm pulling for him to win that number one contender's Triple Threat next week.
Superstar of the Week: Kushida
After two months on the shelf, Kushida finally returned to action on Wednesday night. The wrist injury stalled any momentum he had coming off that stellar match he and WALTER produced on NXT, but hopefully he can regain some of that steam now that he's back. I loved the mini vignette that aired promoting his return, playing him up as a family man who made the most of his time at home with his family. He was originally supposed to face Raul Mendoza, but Cameron Grimes stepped up to face Kushida instead. Despite the last-minute change, Kushida still emerged victorious.
Show of the Week: WWE NXT, December 4
Raw is in the process of slowly building up several Superstars at the moment, so I can almost forgive them for their recent string of dull shows. SmackDown, on the other hand, has been downright deplorable with few redeeming qualities. If nothing else, NXT continues to pump out some of its most memorable episodes ever week after week. While Wednesday's installment wasn't its strongest, it was still a solid show on the whole. The wrestling was enjoyable, but what I loved most about it was the ample amount of hype for the next two weeks worth of shows.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· The O.C. vs. Rey Mysterio, Ricochet and Humberto Carrillo: That babyface trio was terrific together, and it's almost impossible for anyone to have a bad match with The O.C. Thus, it was hardly surprising that this made for a fun main event on Raw this week. I've been digging the United States Championship lately and thought this was a nice way of furthering the feuds involved, including Randy Orton vs. Styles with Orton laying out Styles with an RKO afterward. Speaking of Styles, it was imperative that he picked up the win here ahead of his rematch with Mysterio for the United States title this coming week.
· Charlotte Flair vs. The Kabuki Warriors: I haven't been a big fan of this feud, just because Natalya should be teaming with Flair right now. Their alliance is apparently over and it was never explained why. I assume Becky Lynch (who hasn't been seen since Survivor Series) will eventually come to her aid, but in the meantime, at least the matches have been really good. Handicap matches tend to be dull, but this had a strong layout and the crowd rallied behind Flair. Needless to say, The Kabuki Warriors going over was the right call.
· Bray Wyatt and The Miz: Much like everyone else, I was looking forward to seeing what Daniel Bryan was going to look like after The Fiend seemingly ripped his hair out, but I guess we won't find out until after TLC (or at the event itself). I don't mind Wyatt vs. Miz as a filler feud and I liked how they set up the match at TLC with what they did on SmackDown. Wyatt teasing targeting Miz's family built tension between them. It was also cool to see the Firefly Fun House version of Wyatt get physical for the first time (albeit backstage).
· The Revival vs. Mustafa Ali and Shorty G vs. Heavy Machinery vs. The Lucha House Party: The elimination stipulation was smart as it ate up a ton of television time and the overall match was a blast. Lucha House Party were taken out fairly quickly, Heavy Machinery got to shine before losing, Ali and Shorty G were tremendous as a team, and The Revival successfully earned themselves another shot at The New Day's SmackDown Tag Team Championship at TLC.
· Matt Riddle vs. Kassius Ohno: Lest we forget, Ohno was the first person Riddle feuded with upon his arrival in NXT at this time one year ago, so I appreciated how they revisited that rivalry on Wednesday's NXT. Granted, the outcome was never in doubt (I honestly can't remember the last important match Ohno won on NXT), but it was a hard-hitting affair while it lasted. Plus, it gave Riddle a much-needed win following his loss to Finn Balor at TakeOver: WarGames III. As for Ohno, I'm all for him popping up on NXT once in a while, but he should be winning more matches so it means more when someone actually beats him. As it stands right now, him losing is basically a foregone conclusion, despite his recent winning ways over on NXT UK.
· Pete Dunne vs. Killian Dain: This was a solid substitute for Dain vs. Damian Priest, which was originally scheduled to take place on NXT this week. They had quality chemistry and delivered an excellent opening match. Dain pinning Dunne the same way Dunne pinned Priest in that Triple Threat at TakeOver was well done. A rematch may be in order so Dunne can avenge the loss.
This Week's Low Points
· Kevin Owens vs. Bobby Lashley: I couldn't believe they did the exact same match from Starrcade the night prior. It wasn't good then, and it wasn't much better on Raw, either. For the record, I liked how they (somewhat) progressed the story with Seth Rollins, Owens and AOP at the beginning of the show, but the segment took a turn for the worse once Lashley and Lana came out. I laughed when Owens outright said that no one cared what Lana had to say. Owens vs. Lashley ended in a non-finish (again) and Rusev proceeded to brawl with Lashley. WWE's security team must be terrible if Rusev keeps getting into these arenas.
· The Viking Raiders vs. Mark Sterling and Mitchell Lyons: Can we please move the hell on already? Viking Raiders have been beating nobodies for the better part of 2019 and it got old months ago. I thought they'd start facing actual competition when they won the Raw Tag Team Championship in October, but apparently not. Let's not forget how it looked like they'd be transitioning into a feud with The O.C. after Crown Jewel, but that also hasn't happened yet. I'm not sure what WWE is waiting for with them.
· Roman Reigns vs. Dolph Ziggler: I was willing to sit through Reigns vs. Robert Roode last week because at least it was something different. Not only has Reigns vs. Ziggler been done before, but Ziggler simply isn't compelling as a character in the slightest. I was stunned that this received as much time as it did since the outcome was never going to be anything but Reigns winning. The post-match angle with Ziggler and King Corbin pouring dog food on The Big Dog made for atrocious television. Their feud gets worse by the week.
· Elias, Drake Maverick and Dana Brooke: As if the Reigns and Corbin crap wasn't bad enough, there was also this stupid segment on SmackDown. None of it made any sense as Maverick is married, Elias turned face out of nowhere, and Brooke has a dinner date coming up with Batista. Some viewers probably changed the channel when they saw Elias spanking Maverick in the middle of the ring. Elias had upside as a face last year before he inexplicably went back to being a heel.
· Lack of TLC build: I probably shouldn't be surprised at this point that pay-per-views aren't a priority to WWE anymore, especially after what happened with Hell in a Cell, but I have no clue why anyone would willingly spend money on TLC next weekend when WWE has done very little to make the masses care about it. To their credit, SmackDown did a decent job of setting up some matches for the event (confirming only three of them), but Raw almost ignored TLC all together. No new matchups were made official, and we have just over one week until it happens. That's pathetic. It's a gimmick pay-per-view, but nothing feels worthy of having a stipulation on that show. Reigns vs. Corbin in a TLC match as the main event are what nightmares are made of. I'd say skip it entirely.
· The Forgotten Sons vs. Adrian Alanis and Leon Ruff: It's hard to find fault with NXT most weeks, but this was a completely pointless match. The black-and-gold brand has been trying to make Forgotten Sons a thing for over a year now, but it isn't working. They aren't clicking as an act and a majority of fans find them boring. Jaxson Ryker is kind of cool, but that's about it as far as their appeal goes.
